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U;S,S. B0X3E (PV-2L) 
c/o Flee't Post Office, 
San Francisco, Calif ornifc 



DECLASSIFIED 

Prom: Commanding Officer 
Tot> Chief of Naval Operations 
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN 

(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Nosrol Forces , Far East 

<4) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Flee 

Subj: Action Heport for the period 14 September through 5 October 1950 

Eef : (a) CEO restricted ltr Op-345/ap. ser 1197P34 dtd 3 August 1950 

Encl} (l) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 014 dtd 10 October 1950; Action Eeport 

of Carrier Air Group WQ (15 September I960— 2 October 1950) 
with enclosures thereto. r V < \- 

i. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for the period 
14 September through 5 October 1950 is hereby submitted, 

Part Is Composition of Own Forces and Mission,. 

A. In accordance with dispatch orders from Commander Seventh Fleet 
the U.S.S. 30X3L. (CV-ai), with Carrier Air Group TWO) embarked, departed • 
SASSBO Harbor, Japan, 14 September 1950 in company with the U.S.S. 
MANGHEST3P. (CL-83), U.S. S. RADFOED (DDE-446*), pnd. the U.S.S. JAMBS E. 
EJES (DD-787),. Capt. L.S. Parks, USE, 0ommrhding the U.S.S. MANCHESTER, 
wp.s OTC. This group of four ships proceeded to the 'fellow Sea where it 
rendezvoused with Task Force 77 on 15 September, reporting for duty to 
Hear Admiral E.C. Even, USK, CTF77 who was also CTG77.4 and ComCarDiv OHE, 
Rear Admiral J.M. 30SKIWS, Commander Carrier Division THREE, in the U.S.S. 
VALLEY FORGE (CV-45), was second in command. The Task Force was operating 
in accordance with ConCarDlv 05E3 Operation Ordsr 1-50, Task Force 77 
consisted of three carriers, two cruisers, end three divisions of destroyers 
aa follows: 

U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE ( CV-45) 
U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (0V-47) 
U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) . 
U.S.S. tfORCSSTEP. (CL~144) 
U.S.S. MAH03SSTBR (CL~83) 
Destroyer Divisions 3X, 111, and 112 

B. The mission of* the Task Force was to conduct air operations in the 
North Korean area in order tot (a) maintain air supremacy, (b) isolate the 
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objective area, and (c) provide air cover said support for operations of the 
Attack Force in its amphibious assault on IHCHOH scheduled to commence 
the evening of . 15 September 1950. 

Part II: Chronological Order of 3vent>s . 

A* Operations were conducted approximately sixty miles west of Inchon, 
Korea irv the Yellow Sea with replenishment being accomplished in an area 
immediately to the south-southwest of the scone of operations. For replenish- 
ment purposes the Task Force was divided into throe groups, with two groups 
carrying out flight operations while the third replenished. Thus each 
group in turn had flight operations for two successive days and replenished 
on. the third. 

B« Air operations during the period of this report consisted of the 
f oil owing types of missions: Deep supoort, close support, targets of 
opportunity sweeps, combat air patrols, target combat air patrols, anti- 
submarine patrols, naval gun fire spotting, and photo reconnaissance. 

C. Enemy opposition was spotty. His ground forces appeared to havo 
little in the way of heavy equipment or armament and his land transport 
facilities and rolling stock wore rapidly reduced to ineffectiveness; the 
only vehicles observed moving in the later stages of the operation were . 
primitive hand carts and ox carts. Few, if any, enemy planes were seen in 
the air, and flak was meager to moderate in volume. Mines posed the most 
serious enemy threat to our- operations. 

D, The following is an outline of the IJOXSR's employment during the 
period covered by this action report: 

-> 14 September - Departed Sasabo at 18261 for Task Force S3VENTY- 
SSVSN off the vest coast of Korea. 

15 September - At 13381, the BOXSS suffered a failure of the 
number four main reduction gear, necessitating the securing of the number 
four main engine and locking the. propeller shaft. It was determined that 
the maximum possible sustained speed was 26 knots with a maximum emergency 
speed of 28 knots for short periods. The number four main engine remained 
inoperative for the rest of this operation. 

At 14151, the B0X3H reported to Commander Task Force SEV3WTY- 
SEVSET and took station in formation. At 1432, planes were launched to 
conduct strikes against shore dqfenses in the Inchon area in order to prepare 
the beach for amphibious assault. All planes were recovered at 18201. 
Pilots reported no enemy air opposition- and, although some flak was encountered 
no damage to aircraft was sustained. 

16 September - Air operations against Korean targets wore continued. 
During the launch, an F4U, piloted by Snsign J. BhOGAI", USF, crashed into the 
sea and turned when the engine failed. The pilot, who was rescued by 
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helicopter, received "burns about the face and hands. Lt Comdr. D.C. TAYLOR, 
USN, in another F4U, np.de a forced water landing in Inchon Harbor and he, 
too, was rescued "by a helicopter. 

1? September - Air strikes against IToxth Korean targets were 
continued. Two more BOXES, pilots were rescued uninjured "by helicopters. 
Lt(jg) B.E. PAINTER, USN, was rescued when his F4U crashed into the sea 
during take-off, and Ensign R.R. SALTDERS, USIT, was rescued after making 
a forced landing in enemy territory southeast of Seoul, where his AD-4 had 
"been damaged by eneny flak and subsequently destroyed by gunfire of 
acconpanylng planes. 

18 September - Eeceived fuel oil, ajiati^n gasoline, and ammunition 
from the replenishment group. 

19 September - TJh.il e our aircraft resumed their strikes against Korean 
targets, the BOXER lost her first pilot. An F4U piloted by Lt(jg) FEA1ELIM 
SMITE, JR., USIT, scraped its wing along the flight deck and struck the harrier 
during a landing attenpt causing the plane to crash into the sea in an in- 
verted position. The pilot, who apparently cut his gun "before executing s, 
wave-off, was not recovered. 

20 September — Beep support missions were predominate in the BOXER' s 
air operations on the 20th. One AD-4 was lost due to eneny ground fire 
when the plane, piloted by Lt(jg) C.3. S3EMA1J, 'USIT, crashed in eneny 
territory north of Seoul. lt(jg) S3EMAH was not seon to leave the plane, 
wlj^ch exploded and burned; he is considered nissing in action. 

21 September - Received fuel oil and aviation gasoline fron ships 
in the replenishment group, 

22 end '.23 September - Air strikes, consisting principally of deep 
support missions, were continued. 

24 September - Fresh and frozen provisions, as well as fuel oil and 
aviation gasoline, were received from the replenishment group. 

25 and 26 September - BOXER aircraft continued to search for, and hit, ' 
rapidly diminishing targits in deep support missions. An F4U was lost on 

26 September wheri it plunged into the sea. during landing operations. The 
pilot, Lt(jg) E.F. BASS, USU, was rescued .by helicopter. 

27 September - In the forenoon BOXER planes conducted an air bombard- 
ment of the ?ankochi Point area which was coordinated with a surface bombard- 
ment. The purpose was to create an illusion of invasion preparations and thus 
decoy the enemy into diverting troops to the area.. At noon the BOXER retired 
to the replenishment area where fuel oil, aviation gasoline, and ammunition 
were received. 
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28 and 29 September - While air strides continued pgr ins t -rapidly 
dwindling targets, the ship suffer" @d iter: ; tM&d and lasi pilot casualty of 
this operation when an F4U t flown \#.&h4i$,Qi&i HOWELL, USE* wes shot down 
near Uijongbu. Although Ensign HOWELL was seen to pax'adhute clear of the 
plane and apparently land safely, it was subsequently learned that he died 
later after having been captured, severely beaten, and snot in the back by 
the eneny. 

30 September - Received fuel oil, aviation gasoline, and ammuni-tion 
from ships of the replenishment group. 

1. October - BOXER, aircraft blasted and destroyed a large power plant 
located just east of Pyongyang. The bombing and rocket attacks were exception- 
ally pxcurate. When the planes departed from the axoa the power plant wp.s 
in flames with columns of smoke billowing several thousand feet in the air. 
This choice target was located by ship photo interpreters from photographs 
taken by BOXER planes. 

An which was hit by AA during the attpek, made a forced landing 
p few miles souith of Pyongyang. While awaiting the arrival of a helicopter 
from Kimpo Airfield, BOXER P4U's and Marine PTP's covered the downed pilot, 
Ensign C.E. DORKIS, USU. He was recovered in a daring rescue under fire by 
an Air Force helicopter pnd returned to Kimpo . 

3 October - Upon completion of air operrtiens the BQ3C3E departed from 
the formation at about 18301, for Yokosuka, Japan, via Van Dienan Straits, 
for the purpose of drydooking, inspection of the daxirge to the number four 
reduction gepr, and removal of the propeller if necessary repairs could n©*L 
be effected. The destroyers .U.S.S.' HSHDS7:SOi3i (DD-785) and U.S,S. GrURKE 
(DB-783) pxc^npanied the BOXER as far as Van Dienan Strplts at which point 
they were released and the 30X311 proceeded tm to Yokosuka pJone, anchoring 
outside the breakwater at 103OI on 5 October 1950, due to heavy weather 
prevailing. 

Part Ills Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment . - 

See enclosure (1). 

Part IV: resume of brttla damage - own pnd enemy . 

The ship sustained no battle damage. See enclosure (l) for danege 
inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 30XBR aircraft. 

Part V: Personnel Perform ance and Casualties . 

A. In spite of the fact that more than 50 percent of the ship's personnel 
had but recently re^ported aboard with practically no prior operational 
experience, their performpjice was most gratifying. This group of relatively 
Inexperienced men evolved into a smooth 'running organization during the first 
few dpys of this combat period. The improvement betvreen the first and 
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fourth day's operations Was remarkable. , 

B. No personnel casualties ware suffered by the shipi sed enblosure (l) 
for air group casualties* 

Part 71: Specie?. Comments . 

A. Operational Readiness. 

1. Upon returning to San Diego on 16 June 1950 from a five-month 
cruise to the Par Sast, the BOXER was granted a 30-day period for leave, 
liberty, and upkeep plus tender availability fron 26 June until 15 July. The 
ship was scheduled to* enter the San Francisco Naval Shipyard on 30 August 
for a much needed four-month overhaul period. 

2. The Korean incident, however, quickly changed all plans, and t on 
27 June 1950, the BOXER received orders to proceed to sea to qualify Air 
Group ELUV3K", scheduled to sail in the U.S.S. PHILIPPINE S5A. Personnel 
were recalled from leave and air operations were conducted in the San Diego 
area until returning to port on 2 July. On 8 July, the ship proceeded to 
Alameda where she embarked 145 F-51 and 6 1-6 Air Force aircraf t, 19 naval 
carrier aircraft, 1012 passengers, and approximately 2,000 tons of cargo, 
all destined for the Par 3ast Korean theatre. Upon returning to San 
Francisco after aa ordered speedy round trip to Yokosuka, Japan, the BOXER 
was granted a ten day availabiliity for urgent repairs at the San Francisco 
Naval Shipyard. Upon termination of this yard period she proceeded to Alameda 
for loading and embarkation of Carrier Air Group TWO. 

3. On 24 August, upon completion of embarking the air group, the ship 
proceeded to Pearl Harbor where gunnery, carquals, and refresher operations 
were conducted during the four and one-half days allowed. 

4. The ship departed Pearl Harbor on 4 September for Yokosuka with 
orders to arrive on 13 September, In addition to a full air group of 96 
aircraft, 14 spare aircraft for the FasRon HLEV31I pool were carried "which 
immobilized the flight deck to the extent that not even respotting exercises 
for the flight deck crew could be conducted. 

5. Between having the destination but not the 3TA changed from 
Yokosuka to Sasebo, playing tag with typhoon ESZIA, and attempting to launch 
the spare aircraft for Kisarazu Air Force Base as ordered or find an. 
alternate destination, the BOXER was delayed in arriving at Sasebo until 

14 September. When Eisarazu set Typhoon Condition II, course was radically 
altered to the south to circle typhoon ICEZI A clockwise. The ship then 
attempted to enter Sasebo the evening of 13 September but found ICSZIA in 'the 
Sasebo landing circle ahead of her and had to retire for the night after 
encountering wind gusts as high as 80 knots. KSZIA gave the ship's company 
a fatiguing, time again that night, but early morning of 14 September, the 
spare aircraft were launched for Nsha AFB, Okinawa, instead of for Kisarazu, 
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and the ship proceeded up the tiino^swopt iifyphriel entering Sasebo during 
the forenoon. 

6. During the few hours the ship wps in Spsebo, personnel were 
engaged in loading cargo and ammunition as well as in preparations for 
getting underway prior to darkness* Officers from the Staff of Conmpnder 
Carrier Division TERSE reported aboprd wtth the many effective Operation 
Orders pud the pertorient operating Instructions, With thfi limited tine 
available after sortie from Sa.sebo the evening of 14 September, a choice had 
to "be made as to whether the Operation Orders should be rerd first or Carrier 
Division TUBES Officers conduct their "briefing. The latter was decided upon 
end the services performed by theBe briefing officers were of inestimpble 
vplue in preparing the ship for immediate combat operations upon rendezvous 
with Task Force 77 off Korea on 15 Septenber. Study of the Operation Orders 
and Instructions throe days later during replenishment disclosed many details 
which had unknowingly been overlooked. 

B. f&ir Department . 

Aircraft Complement . 

a. The BOXER reported to Task Force 77 on 15 Septenber ^loaded for\ 
bear". Instead of the 87 plane normal, complement, 96 aircrpf t were aboard 

as follows: 64 F4U-4, 18 AB-4, 1 AD-4Q, 3 AD-4H, 3 AD-4W, 3 F4U-5P, and 1 
helicopter. The decision to carry additional aircraft was "based onj 

(a) The desire to augment the strike and ground support 
effort to the mpximum. 

(b) The .reported unpvp liability of replacement aircraft in 
the theatre of operations. 

(c) The expected low average availability of F4U-4 aircrpf t 
assigned, due to ago (majority on third service tour). 

b. Although respotting for initial launches and accommodating last 
minute chanr.es in launch composition were difficult, th.pt all scheduled events 
were launched without one abort is considered to justify the decision to 
carry extra aircraft. 

2. Flight Deck Operations. 

a. Three-fourths of the flight deck crew, including the Flight Deck 
Officer, reported aboprd just prior to the ship's departure from Conlus* 
This frroup, with little or no previous carrier experience, had nnly the 4| 
dpy training period off PqpxI Hprbor before the ship joined Task Force 77 
for these operations. 
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The first combat ls.unch, made 16. minutes after rendezvous with 
tho Tf.sk Force, w?s an experience from which many lessons were leprae d in a 
hurry. The 47-ninute launch for 2471? and 14 7A, brought about by a last 
minute ordered change in conposition and the necessity of breaking the tight 
spot, snaking assigned aircraft through the naze of other planes on the 
flight deok, and catapult launch for all except a few VF, and aggrovated 
by an abnormal number of duds due to inability to turn up during the pre- 
ceding bout with typhoon KEZIA, was probably one of the longest in historyg 
but led to innGdiate corrective .measures and the achievement of standard 
performance in a remarkably short tine. 

3. Wheel Chocks . 

Universal airplane wheel chocks of laminated wood construction 
are considered unsatisfactory and insufficiently durable for normal flight 
deck usage. 

4 » Airborne Sarly Warning (ABW) equipment . 

Because of the fact that all AE!\ r racks, test equipment, etc., 
were removed fr^m this vessel in 1948 and 1949 and were never replaced, the 
AEW team that Cf?ne aboard in July 1950 had serious difficulties in servicing 
their equipment. The Electronics Officers of Fleet Air Alameda and ConAirPac 
eased the situation somewhat by furnishing all the eauipment they had avail- 
able; but they could supply only a portion of what wps required. Tho re- 
mainder, ordered from ASO, Philadelphia, Pa. ana given a deadline delivery 
date of 28 July at Alameda,, has not yet been received. Despite the above, 
due to the ingenious work of the A3W crew, AD-41/ aircraft were seldom in 
an AOCr status. 

5» frtaterfral Damage and Casualties . 

a. During the period of this action report, the ship experienced 
three barrier or ashes by F4U-4 aircraft and none by the AD's. One of the 
F4U-4's sustained but minor damage to its propeller, another required a 
propeller change, while the third barrier crash required changing the pro- 
peller, the engine, and "one wing. 

b. In addition to the above barrier creshes, two F4U-5HS engaged, 
late wires slightly off center to starboard, and struck the after 5" turret. 
The first one, landing after a dawn patrol, sustained damage to its right 
wing. The second .one, a night landing, struck the propeller cone, resulting 
in engine and propeller changes. 

c. The port catapult threw a rim-liner out of the tow cable fair- 
lead sheave beneath the flight deck and was out of commission for eleven 
hours. The starboard catapult experienced a failure of the rivets in the 
rim-liner on the retrieving cable fairload sheave in the machine room and 
was out for eight hours. * 
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d. Huriber two elevator suffered the only other material casualty 
worthy of note. The interlock switch on the deck-edge elevator platform 
locks f piled to close, thus rendering the elevator inoperative electrically 
for three hours. 

C £jtr Intelligence,. 

1» Readiness . 

a. During the BOXES' s stpy in the.- Hawaiian, area the Air Intelligence 
Officer, the Photographic Officer and three enlisted photographers were 
issued temporary additional duty orders to Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet 
Staff for intelligence briefing and photo interpretation instruction* res- 
pectively, which greatly assisted in preparing the ship for combat operations. 

b. It is understood that steps are "being taken to furnish ships 
"bound for forward areas with essential intelligence material prior t* departure 
from the United States. When this is accomplished, many of the difficulties 
experienced in this operation will have "been eliminated. Greater intell- 
igence liaison between rear areas and forces operating in the forward areas 

is considered essential. 

2. Material * 

a. Some initial difficulty was experienced with charts. Some 
were in short supply; others within the sane set had the transverse mercator 
grid on some sheets pnd world polyconic on others. Sven when charts with 
prroer grids were in use, an appreciable amount of training was necessrry 
"before pilots could be depended upon to arrive at the Bpne grid coordinates 
when usiUr. chrrts of different scales. 

"b. Determination of xoroper chr-rts to "be carried in single seat 
aifcrpft was. arrived pt _ after considerable trial and error. The chart packet 
nost. favored was one consisting of appropriate coverpge with the following: 

(a) Several Sheets of VSAF * T orld Aeronauticrl Chart (1/1,000,000) 
or USAiP Pilotage Chprt (1/500,000) were joined together 

to form a lsrge chart for use in n^vigpting. This chart 
wps divided into sections nprked to indicate the .'chart 
•r nep providing lprgor scple coverpge of any section. 

(b) .AMS L-551 (1/250,000) provided fpirly large scale gridded 
covarpge of all of Korea. 

(c) ,AKS L-751 (1/50,000) is essential for HfiF spot aircraft 

and any a.ircrp.ft that may be called UTion to provide close 
support, including photo plpnes pud night intruders. 
Coverpge with this nap north of 38°-20* was not available. 
Preppration of gridded charts in booklet form would 
greatly facilitate handling in aircraft and would permit 
use of 1/25,000 scale chprt for close supoort work. 
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3* Porspnnel . 



a. This command concurs with the comment made in previous action 
reports concerning the need for non-flying air intelligence officers. 

b. It is felt that the .peace tine CV air intelligence organization 
consisting of an Mr Intelligence Sohtol graduate (a pilot who has had 3 
weeks special training) in each squadron and on each CV with only collateral 
duty as AI officer is entirely inadequate for wartime operations. It is 
realized that peacetime operations would probably not warrant the assignment 
of officers to these billets as primary duty nor would the maintenance of all 
air intelligence material including target dossiers and chart folders on 
board aircraft carriers be justified. Therefor is is recommended that a 
pool of Air Intelligence officers familiar with close .support and carrier 
task force strike procedures and requirements be maintained at a central 
intelligence activity. From such a pool an. Air Intelligence officer, in the 
event of a crisis or mobilization, could be ordered to an air group or aircraft 
carrier bringing with him, or ensuring earliest delivery of, all necessary 
information, publications- and equipment. 

c. The sane recommendations are made in regard to maintaining a 
pool of trained Photo Interpreters. In the interest of reducing to a minimum 
the number of officers tied up in such a program, which in peacetime must 
necessarily be kept at a minimum, it is recommended that Air Intelligence 
officers receive thorough training as Photo Interpreters. 

D. Engineering . 

1, At about 12381, 15 September, while proceeding at 31 knots, 252 
PPM, to join up with Task Force S3V3HTY-S3VEH, a loud rumbling noise was 
heard in the reduction gear to No. 4 main engine. The engine was stopped 
immediately and locked approximately three minutes later. Ho. 4 main engine 
remained inoperative for the rest of the period. 

2. The gears were damaged as follows: Sections of ten adjacent 
teeth, about 7" long, were broken from the forward helix of the lower low- 
pressure* , slow-speed pinion. About fifty teeth from this pinion were pulled , 
loose. The forward helixes of the main gear .and all four slow-speed pinions 
were crushed in a circumferential area about 7" wide. 

3. Ko foreign matter, other than pieces of broken teeth, were 
discovered in the gears. It was posdtivoly-'established that the inspection 
plates had not been opened. From the appearance of the broken'teeih it is 
believed that the failure was due to metal fatigue. 

4, Numerous derangements were experienced in boilers and associated 
machinery which necessitated minor repairs. These repairs were made more 
difficult and embarrassing in view of the fact that No, 4 main engine was out 
of commission and the remainder of the main propulsion plant had to be 
operated at or near full power for all flight operations. It is considered 
that the number of derangements experienced was not excessive in view of the 
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fact that the B0X3E had steamed 62,400 miles since 10 January 1950 with 
no actual upkeep period in. port. 

E. Shin Handling. 

1. Good station keeping, maneuvering on three engines while dragging 
an unf eatherablo outboard screw through the water, presented a challenge. 
Sew rudder angles, varying between port and starboard turns as vrell as for 
speed, had to be determined; but slowed acceleration, particularly when 
approaching the maximum sustainable speed of 26 knots, was the greater 
problem. 

2. T »ith 10 or more knots of wind for flight operations, acceptable 
station keeping could be achieved by anticipating execution of speed increases 
and adding speed for turns. With less than 10 knots of wind, even when other 
ships operated at top speeds for jet operations, BOXSK was able t« maintain 
approximate station by lagging behind down wind or gaining position up wind 
prior to scheduled flight operations. 

3. Other simultaneous course and speed changes, executed with little 
or no delay and unantieipfiStftblp, left hopelessly behind. 

F » Communications . 

Communications as a whole were considered good, particularly in view 
of the? very large volume of traffic handled. Comments regarding specific 
communication matters follow: 

1. J5W. 

a. The task force, common, 464KC CW, was successfully used when 
rpdio silence conditions .permitted. Discipline was good. It was particularly 
effective for delivery of traffic to the Task Force Commander when this vessel 
was in the replenishment area. It was found that this circuit was not 
satisfactory when this vessel was on detached duty proceeding to Yokosuka. 
A continuous guard is not recommended under those conditions. 

2. lifc-TT Circuits . 

a. The Commander ilaval Forces Far East RATT broadcast handled 
a. very large volume of traffic successfully. The paralleling over Guam 
George ]Tox of operational immediate and higher precedence messages was \helpful, 
!'tfien a message was missed and other heavy ships also did not receive it, 
there were times when a considerable delay resulted in servicing the message 
to J^adio Tokyo. ^ 

b. Recommendations: (l) that adequate maintenance personnel be 
assigned to guardships in order to insure proper operating conditions of the 
equipment. Hone pre currently a.s signed, (2) thpt more personnel trained in 
the operation, of teletype equipment be assigned guardships. Approximately 
4 should be considered as minimum for combat and 3 for normal operations. 
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3. UHP BATE . 



a. The Ultra High Frequency BAT? Circuit among the heavy ships 
was employed quite successfully. When circuit conditions were good this 
proved to "be a most expeditious means for delivery of traffic. 

b. . There were tines when fading and poor circuit conditions re- 
sulted in unsatisfactory communications. Since the MANCHESTER (CL-83) 
continually had "better results, it is believed that this condition was due to 
antennae problems peculiar to the CV type. 



4. UHF Voice . 

UHF voice comnunicptions employing TDZ/EDZ equipment were 
considered excellent. It was particularly effective for CIC communications 
and for use on the "bridge during General Quarters. It was found that constant 
attention to the equipment helped greatly in the proper performance of the 
equipment. Some trouble with the auto-tune feature of the TDZ/EDZ was 
experienced. 

5. VHF Voice . 

a. VHF communications, particularly on the TBS, were generally 
considered excellent. 

b. A need for constant training in voice procedure and individual 
training in articulation was indicated. 

c. On a few occasions names of ships were heard to be given in 
the clear over VHF circuits. Security indoctrination is always mandatory. 

6« CIC and Aircraft Control Circuits . 

- £U Several frequencies of the AH/ARO-1 crystalization were in close 
proximity. This interfered on aircraft control circuits. For example channel 
#7 (143.02 MC), channel #2 (142.74 MC), channel #5 '(143.28 MC), channel #6 
(143.64 MC), were less than 1 MC apart. Similarly, channel #9 (140.94 MC) 
and the Guard channel (140.58 MC) were very close together. 

b, Recommendation: That a wider spread on ATJ/AFC-1 frequencies 
be used, preferably at least 3 megacycles apart. 

7. Cryptoboard. 

a« A large nuab3r of message were addressed or readdressed to 
this vessel in cryptochannels not held. This continued during the* operation 
in spite of services which stated the particular crypt o channel was not held 
and reencypherment was roauired. 

c. A considerable delay wr.s experienced pt tines in obtaining 
answers to services on the above messages. 
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d. Recommendations: Maintaining an adequately staffed and trained 
coding board is mandatory. . The large number of crypto errors is indicative 
of unseasoned personnel in this vital phase of communications. 

8. Vis ual. 

a. A very large volume of traffic was handled. Flag hoist was 
employed extensively for tactical signals during daylight. Nancy was used 
successfully with the heavy ships; some difficulty was experienced with 
destroyers. 

b. This carrier operated with a peacetime complement of 31 signal- 
men which is far below the war time complement. This placed a more than 
considerable strain on signalmen to maintain visual guards. 

c. Eecommendations: The assignment of additional personnel, at 
least up the wartime complement, is considered mandatory for successful combat 
operations. 

9. Personnel . 

a. A need for more trained signalmen and radiomen was apparent. 
Operating under war conditions without a wartime complement of trained 
personnel handicaps the execution of reliable, secure, and speedy communications 

a. CIC . 

1 . Joctrine . 

a. CTF-77 Operation Order 1-50 was the most complete and concise 
operation order this CIC ha,s had to work with. It was excellent for a new 
ship coming into the operation after the operation was underway. The radar 
guard layout was excellent as to clarity. 

b. Duty Carrier and Standby Carrier sot-up was not too definitely 
stated in the operation order and tended to confuse a newly reporting carrier. 
This was cleared up later in the operation. 

c* The method of utilizing individual ships daily to control :SAP, 
strikes and ASP was outstanding. The employment of this method keeps each 
ship in the Task Force from becoming too burdened with each day's phases of 
operations. 

2» Operating Procedures . 

a. When more than one AEW aircraft is airborne they should be 
separated by 30 to 50 miles to insure proper presentation on their radar. 

b. Before designating raids reported by other ships the Task Force 
CICO should make a quick evaluation to determine whether this is land, 
friendly GAP, ASP, etc., and make this immediately known to the Force in order 



DECLASSIFIED 



to clear the circuit; Too many known friendly contacts \\rere continued to be 
reported as raids when there was no necessity for it, 

c; Returning Strike: Groups were picked up and designated as raids 
and, after it was determined they were using proper IFF, were continued to "be 
reported as raids. Some ships, not notified of proper IFF, were unduly 
alerted. It is recommended thai a system of "Red" plus raid number "be used 
upon initial pick up and for all contacts not showing IFF. "When it is deter- 
mined a. raid is showing proper IFF change "Red" to "Green" plus ' raid number* 
This would aid in clarifying the picture- for ships that occasionally miss 
transmissions, 

d. Measures should "be taken to insure that Air Force and Nary 
land "based aircraft and seaplanes use proper IFF. Many unnecessary intercepts 
were made due to lack of IFF or improper code. 

e. It is recommended that the practice of using TOMCATS (either 
aircraft pickets for homing or DD's) "be revived in order to bring all returning 
planes up one approach lane. This would insure early identification and 
reduce the number of unnecessary intercepts. 

f . It is recommended that the CVE Force not "bs placed directly 
between the 07 Force and land targets. Many duplicate intercepts were made, 
particularly when the CVS Force was' only 25 bv 30 miles from the CV Force. 

A common Force CI Ket is recommended when Task Forces are less than 50 miles 
apart in order to keep each Force aware of returning strikes, raids, and inter- 
cepts being made. 

g. It is recommended that the Force CIC Officer pass formation 
information and station assignments to the rejoining Carrier Group, coming 
from replenishment area,' as soon as it can be obtained. CIC does much of the 
conning at night and requires this information to expedite rejoining the Force. 
The Task Force CIC Officer should make certain that "Heavies" are informed of 
screen assignments. 

h. It is believed that in operations of this type a L0C.AP should 

be employed to avoid bringing HICAP down to look over low groups,. This could . 
be accomplished by splitting one division and keeping a section at 2,000 
or 3,000 feet to investigate low groups approaching the force. 

i. In order to maintain an effective CAP at all^tines, it is 
suggested that Force CIC Officers hold CA? on station or at le*st at altitude 
over base until the relieving CAP is on,. the CAP CbwVt<Jil«rs- ; channel. 

j» It is suggested that more then one FAD frequency be assigned. 
Having two or more CAP 1 s on one YHF FAD causes considerable difficulty on • 
some intercepts. Also YHF frequencies assigned should be at least three 
megacycles apart. 




1. During the past operation nany ships having connunications 
failure on CI Het Prlftary switched to Screen Oonnon rather than CI Ket 
Secondary, A radio check at the beginning of each sea watch should "be con- 
ducted on CI Net Secondary* 

H. Gunnery Department. 

Trash, Disposal . 

a. Trash disposal was a major problem. With the incinerator 
burning around the clock, it was barely possible to keep up with the ship's 
riornal production of trash. No tine was available for periodic coaling down 

of the firebox, with resultant deterioration. The great anount of wooden boxes 
and pressed paper connected with current packaging of belly tanks, rockets, 
and other annunition presented an additional load with which it was impossible 
to cope by burning. 

b. After the first day's operations during which nunerous floating 
crates and boxes were dodged, orders were issued to break up all crs-tes and 
boxes into flat surfaces, flatten and puncture all cans, and to stow sane 
until appropriate disposal could be effected. 

c. Throughout , the period th© ship was plagued with countless falsa 
reports of nines, periscopes, and just plain "snail unidentified floating 
objects n , which could not be ignored in view of the floating eneny nines 
reported. 

2. Annunition Allowances and Stowages . 

a. The ship was constantly under great pressure in- loading for 
this latest trip to HevFE. During the tine in which the annunition was being 
procured and shipped, several changes in allowance were nade. Due to the 
rather hectic circumstances: of trying to conpletely ioaC the ship in record 
tine, it was not feasible to make an orderly adjustnent of the annunition 
actually loaded, to that of the new changing allowance. Several boxcars of 
rockets had to be returned to the Annunition Depot sinply because there was 
not tine to sit down end figure out how to juggle the various nagazinea ,to 
take no re of a load. 

b. In addition, in an obvious effort to keep us abreast of a 
rapidly changing forward area situation, verbal instructions were given by 
ConAirPac staff officers to load to capacity on certain types of bonbs, *fo en 
at Pearl Harbor enroute. Additional 100-lb GP bonbs, and Tiny Tin rockets 
were loaded. By the tine the ship reached the operating area, the picture 
had changed and we found ourselves choked with 100-lb bonbs which had to be 
shuffled nany tines in order to get at the sorely-needed and nuch used 500-lb 
SPs. The crowning touch to this situation lay in the fact that extra 500- 
poundors were available at Sasebo enroute but could not be loaded bocause 
there was not tine to break out ami off— load the 100-lb GPs. 
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e. The m^ral to this tale seems to lie that ships "being deployed 
to forward areas should be loaded with the standard BuOrd allowance, giving 
due consideration to limiting overall weight. Then there will "be leeway avail- 
able to the forward area commanders to make any special additional 1 ading 
required for prospective operations. These operations are often so classified 
that the rear echelons could not possibly anticipate than in individual ship 
loading. Furthermore, if a Task J\orce Commander knows that ships reporting to 
him have a certain standard ammunition loading he is enabled to plan his strikes 
and resupply more effectively than if he has to determine individual ship 
loadings. 

d. Stowage of 5" H7AH' s presented a serious problem. The magazine 
stowage plan provides a total racked stowage of 3,390 rocket motors; 3.35" and 
5.'©*. With an allowance of 5000 5.0 «• motors and 900 3.25* motors, this leaves • 
2,610 motors to be stored in boxes, in magazines normally assigned to 40MM 
or 100-lb bombs. Such stowage presents not only an "unboxing* problem, invol- 
ving multiple handling of the motors and boxes; but an additional fire hazard 
both in the megaiine and in the empty box stowage topside. The difficulties 
of disposing of this large amount of lumber have been previously mentioned. . 
Some program to increase the proper stowage facilities for rocket motors should 
be initiated at the earliest possible time, and a serious effort made to bring 
about an agreement between' allowance and stowage facilities. 

3« -tomunition Handling . 

Compartment Ho. C-301-L, frame 150 to 159, was isolated and used 
as a ready service room for assembling rockets. Jire hoses were kept connected 
and a minianm of ammunition broken out consistent with the strikes being 
prepared. 

4. Ammunition Replenishment . 

a. During this period, the BOXSR rearmed at sea from U.S.S. MT. 
MATMAI (AB-16) three, times. Sapid and efficient service was rendered and the 
personnel of the MT. KATMAI were most cooperative in fulfilling our needs to 
the best of their ability. The only suggestion for improving this procedure 
would be to provide the A3' s with a irtder assortment of fuses which are not 
normally stocked in ships' ellowance.' 

V 

b. Belted ,50 Cal. ammunition supplied took a great load off the 
shoulders of the aviation ordnance crews. This service should be expanded to 
include 20MM, belted with 248 links** 



*See enclosure (l), paragraph 3.(h) 2(e) for additional comments on M8 links. 
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X. Supply Department. 
1. .Loading- 

a f Despite the brief loading period, a 180-day stock level in 
nearly all classes was achieved prior to departure from the United States 
on 24 August. Aviation supplies placed on "board averaged nearly 90$. 
Topping off and the filling of some shortages were accomplished during the 
approximately 48 hours available at Pearl Harbor in early September. 

3. PperfiUBg* 

a. Since leaving Pearl on 4 September, few major supply problems 
have been encountered. A current problem was the near-exhaustion of Mark 
12 drop tanks due to heavy expenditure for napalm use. 200 stock spares (in 
addition to 1 p«r aircraft) were on board upon entering the action zone. The 
full allowance of some aviation items, such as tail hooks and tail wheel lock- 
ing pins for F4U-4 aircraft wps issued almost at once because of the heavy 
operpting schedule. Replacements in large quantities have been ordered. 
Initial shortages of certain items, such as cowlflap motors and fuel transfer 
pumps have been felt sharply, but the problem has been met by temporizing 
methods such as exchange between carriers of the Task Force or between planes 
on board. The actual number of operational AOG- has averaged about one. 

3. fieplenftsbfflenft. 

a. Replenishment has consisted entirely of fuel, aviation gasoline, 
ammunition, fresh provisions and a few items of GSK. All replenishment 
except the G-SK and some provisioning at Sasebo has been accomplished at sea, 
and has proven quite Satisfactory. Exchange of various types of material 
among many ships of .the Task Force on a "when-available* basis , though small 
in quantity, has produced a heartening effect on all ooncerned, 

J. Recapitulation of Recommendations. 



1. Air Operations. 

(1) That affective Operation Orders and pertinent Operating Instructions be 
made available to ships ordered forward earliest practicable, and, not less 
than one (l) full day. prior to involvement in actual operations. 

2. Mr Pew frqan.V 

(2) That in similar circumstances carriers going into combat should carry 
approximate 5-10 percent more aircraft than the normal complement. (5$ is, 
the optimum for operations^ I6t the' availability of replacement aircraft aboard 
be the deciding factor) 

(3) That the laminated wood construction of universal airplane tfheel choaks 
be improved to prevent parting of the glued joints. 
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(4) That action "be initiated to ( "bring all CV'e up to their full allowance 
of AEW racks, test equipment i etdt 

3. Air Intelligence . 

(5) That the supply of naps and charts available to CV's he increased and 
that the use af one type of grid he standardized, at least within sets* 

(6) Thf.t gridded charts for close support work he issued in "booklet form using 
a scale of 1/25,000. 

(7) That emphasis be placed «. pilot training in the use of maps and charts, 
particularly with reference to grid coordinates. 

(8) That AI and PI personnel he issued TAD orders to CinGPacFleet's staff 
for "briefing in advance of departure for combat . 

(9) That all possihle intelligence material he furnished ships prior to arrival 
in the forward areas. 

(10) That a pool of non-flying AI Officers he established at a' central . I. i - 
activity so. that I they can he 1 supplied to the" fleet ias needed. ; 

G-\ ■ ' - - ..■ .... ' — 

(11) That non-flying AI Officsrs he supplied to carriers going into action 

in the following quantities: 3 for the ship, one for the Air Oroup Commander, 
and one for each squadron aboard. 

(IS) That AI Officers receive thorough training as Photo Interpreters during 
peacetime. 

4. Communications . 

(13) That the T3P common CW circuit he not continuously guarded when the ship 
is proceeding on detached duty heyond effective operating range. 

(14) That the communications personnel assigned he "brought up to the full 
wartime complement for CV's going into comhat operations, and that this 
measure he given the highest priority. Special consideration should he given 
in this regard to assigning trained coding officers as the disparity "between 
peacetime and comhat operations is greater in this section than in any other. 

(15) That steps he taken to improve the UEF antennae features on a CY, 

(16) That personnel he continuously trained in (a) voice procedure :and 
articulation, and (h) security over voice circuits. 

(17) That channels on AU/ARC-1 frequencies he spread at least 3 MC apart. 
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6. CIC. 

(18) That AEW aircraft should "be separated from each other by 30 to 50 miles. 

(19) That the method of utilizing individual ships daily to control CAP, 
strikes, and ASP "be made standard doctrine. 

(20) That the Task Force CIC Officer evaluate raids reported "by other ships 
"before designating then as such, and if subsequently discovered to be friendly 
that they henceforth "be referred to as "Green* instead of "Red", using the 
same number originally assigned. 

(21) That steps be taken to insure proper use of IFF by all friendly planes 
in the area of operations. 

(22) That the practice of using TOMCATS be revived. 

(23) That Task Forces be separated by more than 50 miles; or one overall 
Force CIC Controller be established. 

(24) That the Force CICO pass formation information and station assignments 
immediately to a Carrier Group joining or rejoining the force. 

(25) That for operations of this type a LOCAP as well as a HICAP be employed. 

(26) That the CAP be held on station until relieving CAP is on CAP Controller's 
channel, 

(27) That more than one FAD frequency be assigned. 

(28) That the CI Hat Secondary be used as such. 

7. Gunnery . 

(29) That better trash disposal facilities be provided. 

(30) That ships be loaded with standard ammunition loading. 

(31) That proper assigned stowage be provided for all ammunition on war 
allowance list, especially rockets. 

(32) That belted .50 Cal. and 20MI1 aircraf t jnachine gun ammunition be 
provided for supply to ships and squadrons. , v ^^^^^ 

CAMERON BRIGGS ! ^ J 

Copy to: 

CHO (advance- 2) 

CinCPacFlt 
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From* Commanding Officer 
Tot Chief -of Naval Operation 
Via? (1) Commander Carrier Division 0H3 ' 
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(3) Commander Naval Forces Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U,S. pacific Fleet 
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Sub^J Action Report for the -ieriod 11 Oct through 25 Oct 1950 
Reft (a) GHO restr Itr Ot>-345 Ser il96p34 dtd 3< \ug 1950 " V 

End: (1) CVG-2 conf Itr ser 01$ dtd 1 Nov 1950i /.ction Re-iort of Carrier 
Air Orow? T.."0 (15' October 195Q - 22 October 1950) with 'enclosures 
thereto, ft 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the action re-ort for the «riod 11 
October through £5 October 1950 is hereby submitted. 

"PART I ^ Opposition of Qv»n forces and .J. salons ^ 

A. U.S.S7 3CC3 (CV~2l), with Carrier Air Qrotto T.'O embf-rked, de-Tart ed, 
YOKOSUICA, Jaoan* 11 October 1950 in CQia;-any vdth the &S.S. IL'JJS (DJ>~702} and 
the {J>,S.S. BORIS (£B~7Q4) in accordance vdth dispatch orders from Couamander Naval 
Forces Far East and Cataander Task Force SBftpTCY-^OEN. OTC was the Coaaending 
Gff&er, tlrS.S. 3CE3K*. This grou^ of three vessels proceeded to the Sea of Jo^sp- 
•where it rendezvoused with- TL s& Force 77 on 14 October, reporting for duty to 
CofiJ^jftjBder Task Force 77., ^id was ComCarDiv QNS/ Rear Adndral E. G* EC5N in the 
Jw$& .WWPim S3,;, (CV-47). , Beer tfmixel 4, & KQ3ICCNS, GoaCa-xDiv THTEE in 
the U. S. S. VaIISY FOIXE. (07-45), ^os second in command. Task Force 77 consisted 
of four aircraft carriers," one cruiser and twnty—eight destroyers. ^ 

The Task Force w&s operating in accordance with CofflCarDiv QME 
Operation Order 5-50. 



B. The roissians of the Tssk Force werct (1) To conduct countermining 
operations, reconn ai s s ance, gunfire- spotting, and air bombardtaont of shore defense 
in the iionsan area of Korea in order to ore pare that area for an amphibious 
assault scheduled to coaDence on 20 October and (2) To conduct air ptwrstS.onS' in 
sunoort of the . above landing. , , 




A. This operation -was noteworthy in that as the plan was being put ift £ 
effect the ground situation improved so rar>idly that ^'appreciable pari of 
the original .mission became unnecessary, I? 36 scheduled annhibious assault wa# 
changed by dispatch to an r.dministrative landing. Moreover, the bomb line moved 
so ranidly northward that the area inhere targets could be attacked Was so sa^Ut 
in relation to the number of aircraft involved that carrier-based aircraft in 
same instances were assigned the same targets as the Air Force. * , 

3. The following is an outline of the BCRER's employment during the; period 
of this action report: ~ ^ 

1, period 11 October to 14 October - At 13301 the BfcKE^t* accompanied by 
the USS HANK (DD-70&) and USS BOPJS (DD-70i4), sorticd from Yokosuka to Join Task 
Force SE^OTY-SSVEN off the east 'coast of Korea, On 12 October the BOXER 
conducted a speed run of approximately onq and otto-half hours duration to 

obtain new data on the hi&li speed capabilities of the ship resulting from the 
recent removal of the number four propeller. Additional tactical data, including , 
acceleration end turning char rctis tics, were obtained in the course of the 
subsequent operation. On 13 October, off the northwest coast of Kyushu, the 0CE3| 
fired its fir$t gunnery practice since 1 September. Results were quite gratifying/ 
in that two sleevos were shot down end the practice as a whole disclosed an in- 
effective gunnery organization. Other drills and exercises were conducted 
throughout the day and the USS HAHK was refueled. At dawn on 14 October the 
BOXER rendezvoused -idth the replenishment group, the USS V J IKY FORGE, and screen* 
ing destroyers. The dr.;- was spent in receiving cmaunition, fuel oil, and freight 
from the replenishment group. At 12251 the BOSHR re ported to Commander Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. " / 

2. Period 15 October to 22 October - At OG00I on 15 October aircraft , 
were launched to conduct strikes against North Korean targets in the " fonsan area*' „- 
One mission attacked defense, positions on Sin -Do Island in ' Tonsan Harbor. Others ,' 
searched for linos of communication and military targets. All aircraft woxse - - 
recovered at 17241. , pilots re-orted no oncray air opposition and virtually no 
flak. Targets "were even fewer than in the previous operation and were mor$ 
-difficult to find. An F4U w.- e damaged by small arms fire and made a deferred 
emergency landing at .tonsan airfield, thus making this operation probably "the 
first instance in an amphibious assault in which the attacking force had utilized ^ 
air facilities located vdthin the objective area five days prior to schedulod \^ 
D-Day. On 16 October air operations" against Korean targets were attempted but 
•Toor flying conditions resulted in conciliation or ebortion of all strikes. 
$M$&) K.8. irS^fSlTY, USIC, made a forced water landing when the engine of his 

F4tJ lost power , during the landing approach; he Was recovered by the USS HIGSE3 , , j 
17 October was s;-ont iia re lenishin^ and conducting anti-aircraft ' ^ 
gunnery practice. On IS October air operations against Korean targets were 
continued and the 19th was' again devoted to replenishiacnt and anti-aircraft 
gunnery practice. On 20 and 21 October adverse wecther conditions and the 
presence of extensive minefields in the ..onsan area caused oostponoment of D-Gay. 
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Air operations consisted of defensive, r©c onnaise ancc and courier aortioa* On 
22 Qctobor the first scheduled flight of the, day *te.s launched against Nttrth 
Korean targets. The cow lotion of ttiis flight marked the end of the '3gta*s- , 
offensive actiotf against Korean Cc^unist*; forces. At' 13411 the' ^IUE'IKE SSA, ~ 
BGKER, and escorting destroyers were detached from Task Force 77 and, proceeded . > 
to Japanese oorts. .'jg the BOXER wr.s scheduled to return to the United States for . 
overhaul, twslva 30X31 rircraft were transferred to the remaining three carriers „ - ^ 
in order to fulfill their reauirements. * 

3. Period 23 Octobor to 25 October - During this period the 0C83SR ' * * / 

was enrouto to lokosuka where she arrived* at 06101 on the 25th. Prior to arrival^ -J 

an additional 38 aircraft were launched -for transfer to FasJon EIEVEN, \4 

Kisarazu AFB, Jarjan* ' . ^ ", ' ^ 

- ■ , • ■: ■» ., - ■ ■ ■ P- . .. - , , _ --.v.-n"! -< ^V^-VK 

P/JRT'III Performance of ftrdnancp liatcriaj and Equipment 

' ' ' I * 

See enclosure (l), 

PART IV Battle Damage ;\ 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure (1) for damage" ^ _s 
ihflictod on the enemy and for that suffered by B0K5R rircraft. "v^ 

PART V* Personnel 

A» Casualties* ' \ '**f 

1. There were no ocrsonnel casualties during this oncratioru 
B» p erformance. 

1. By the time this operation ■ oomenced the large number of new men • ^'vj 
received on board -*lor to our departure from the United States had developed „ - ; v| 
into integrated teems which were o;oerating smoothly. Composition of these teams ^' A- 
was .not destroyed by the few ocrsonnel transfers thut took place, although the • '« '" *• 
filling of quotas for the enlisted photo interpretation school did add to, the - 
difficulty of photo laborrtory operations. 

PART VI . Comments 

A. Operations* 

1. Air Operations and CIC. ■ 

a. OIG "pa able to track jot aircraft out to sixty or seventy s£3&b. 
on the SK radar when the jots were below 15,000 feet. This was ^ccomplishM 
many occasions using a rotation rite of one, two or three ftqi. No evaluation's 
been made on the effectiveness of the jy^oB because no Jets were flown in the 
area at altitudes , over 30,000 feet* 
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b. In several instances aircraft were not assigned proper ©alta-aa - 
generated in section 733.5 of Janap 119(a). This was particularly true of Jfci f 
colls. Many unnecessary transmissions are required to clarify the misundcrw 
standing caused, for examine, when n VSM was assigned an Ml call* , * 

c. It is felt that greater stress could have been plncetf uoon aiav- - 
craft anti-submarine defense. '' Even though fill bogies turned out to bo friendly- 
it vies -ossible to maintain a reasonable amount of interest in defense against 

an air attack simnly by carrying intercepts to com lotion. Lrck of adequate 
equipment for antisubmarine warfare made it difficult for the £"> to --.orforja in 
a similar manner. Laci: of sonobuoys made it impossible for aircraft to verify 
a submarine contact by that aeons, while l^cjc of searchlights deprived the, 
night ;jSp of means of visual identification. In short, suit.-bly equipped anti- 
submarine aircraft were not onibarked. This fact made it impossible to prevent a 
feeling of ■■laxity toward the submarine threat and, at best, led tp the fooling 
' that aircraft anti-submarine measures -wore inadequate during the day and 
practically futile at night. 

d. There was insufficient information available on shore-based 
;JSP. Calls and control channols -were obtained from these ;&p aircraft upon : 
request after the aircraft were in the area. tfo information was mado available 
to us on shoro-basod .VSS? flights with the result that either the (J.;* kept 
busy making intercepts on the ,.S^ or CIC had a tendency to follow the - 
dangerous practice of considering an unidentified aircraft as' "just another :£pn* 

e. The VII? homing device Paid its way in each of the last two, 
operations* Several aircraft were probably saved and many additional jet air- 
craft were assisted by this equipment. 

f. It is reeofflaended th^t the "ready deck", rather than being a • 
function of the duty carrier, be coordinated with the flight schedule to provide 
maximum reedy dock covora.se and ease in rcspotting. 

g. The change of control from an objective area cbntroller to 

a Task Grouo controller was poor. Intercepts on returning strikes which did not „ 
call in to the ship occurred in such nunbers 'that a simultaneously converging air 
attack Could have cone in virtually unopposed. - =' 

2. Comun iq atio ns. >•■•• ■ : 

a. iiorc care should be exercised in sending traffic over designated 
circuits. Lfcssagcs of an information nature, administrative traffic, and tactical 
messages were rt tines 'sent indiscriminr.tcly.over various circuits. It is felt 
that if traffic could be transmitted over assigned circuits it would- result in 
more effective uso of the circuits as well as improved comaunicotions generally. 

b. It is recauaonded that consideration be given 'to establishing ... 
a VHP administrative circuit separate from any other assigned frequency. 
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a. The use of night adaptation glassos by tho officor-of-the-deek 
is to be recommended. Carried about the neck for ready availability, these 
glasses wore useful in pCEmiiting tho ODD to enter the chart house without loss 

■of night vision. ■ \ . - 

b. The removal of the ripdjer four propeller just prior to this 
operation renewed tho tactical problem^ almost solved in the preceding (operation 
during which the number four propeller was locked, Yttnd arid sea conditions 
affected the turning circle in a manner that was noticeably different . from that 
when tho number four rtropoHer was dragging^ Acceleration characteristics were 
also appreciably changed, - 

o. The use of flight deck aircraft in a "pinwhoel 1 ' spot was of 
inestimable value in docking • and unlocking operation particularly as adequate 
tugs could not be made available, -■ / 

, ■ ' . .. ■ , ' v * - 

4, Air Intelligence , , 

a, The Ilaval Air Combat Reporting System covered by Opliav P55-100 
was put into lis e for the -first time during this operation. It is felt that 
these reports j. if the mailing list is kept to a reasonable figure, will requiro 
a minimum of effort, to obtain a maxijHum of information, while it is realized 
that the primary function of these re- orts is to provide data for statistical 
studies, they have also proven useful as a source of information at ship level, - 
Effort expended in making these reports is considerably loss than is required 
for the usual narrative report, such as the daily preliminary action report 
previously required. : : '- -y 

b. Since tho ship's. Action Beport and War Diary are parallel 
reports "which overlap and duplicate each other on the majority* of information 
contained in each, it is recommended that they be combined. It is felt that 
an appreciable saving of ma^hours can thus be ef fected and that the quality 
of : each report would bo improved* For the same reasons it is recommended that 
submission" of the ship's Kistorical Report not be required for any period 
covered by the above, report(s). 

3, Air 

1. IJhile at Yokes uka, 5-11 October, dud aircraft were offloaded ! and, 12, 
re-olacement aircraft were received fromT FasRon .11, Sfgjirt aircraft in oxcess of the 
determined optimum number for sustained for 
the previously stated reasons of (lj desired maximum fire power, (2) anticipated , 
* Iovj availability of F4U-if tyrje due service age^ (3) . ■p^placeaoiit :dif&e<»il*ies, end 
(4) reported shortages existing in VAIiEt TORfk and ^Il^FIIE SSA coupled with 
delivery re-dLacement difficulties. 



2. CoramenJ^ 20 October, in accordance dslBes of CTF77 to reduce 
formation time on wind line, BOT^l scheduled smaller launches ^vith ninety-Bdnute 
instead of previously established three-hour intervals* This interval appeared 
feasible although it involved both less flejdMlity until two launches were off 
the deck and considerable additional respotfririg, which limited available time for" - 
reservicing and rearming. Unfavorable weather on l '20 and 21 October and departure 
of the BOXER from the operating area on 22 October after launching only one 
strike precluded an evaluation of this plan, . 

3. On 22 October, prior to depari&nj&> 3QX5R transferred 12 replacement 
aircraft to remaining carriers, receiving 2 high service age planes for transport 
to overland base. 

C. Gunnery 

1* Training. non-firing. 

a* Gun crews were exercised during condition watches and dawn 
general quarters in tracking aircraft in th<| vicinity of the formation. Loading 
drill was stressed for men off watch. Even though no actual firing was done 
from 1 September until mid-October, it was noted that gun and tracking crews 
were able to maintain proficiency. This fact emphasizes the benefits gained 
from having targets available for deliberate tracking ■ drill in maintaining and 
improving the crews' manual proficiency. 

2. Firing exercises . 

Actual firing was made available to ships enroute to and from ' 
operating areas and while in the replenishment area. This served to tie together 
all the loading and tracking drill and to get the entire team working smoothly 
and effectively. It- is considered th;.t the ammunition used was well expended; 
effectiveness of gunfire was materially improved. It is believed that the 
practice of conducting AA sleeve firing when in the -replenishment area is 
excellent. 

D. Supply ' - 

1. Upon leaving Yolcosuka stock levels were in some cases below the 
180 da; limit due to the limited .replenishment facilities at Yokosuka. Aviation 
Supplies were s tip. about 90>i ccrrlcte and G. S. K. 95;£. Ship's Store Stock, howeve 
was completely depleted in some items and there was little available to sub- 
stitute. In provisions the situation was generally goodj; especially in fresh 
frozen, but a few items such as eggs and fresh milk were in short supply. 

2. The shortage of Hark 12 drop tanks experienced during the last 
operation was temrorarily met by loading oighty*~two of these tanks during the 
first replenishment at sea. This would have been insufficient, however, if full 
operations had continued. 
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3. Engineering 

1. The removal of number four propeller increased the maximum speed 
of the shin on three engines from 28 to 29| knots. Before removal of the 
propeller, maximum power output was reached at about 28 knots at which point 
the"" after four boilers began "to be overloaded. The drag of the locked 
propeller caused excessive vibration which introduced the continuing possibility 
of crystallization and fatigue failure of machinery located in the after part of 
the ship where vibration was most noticeable. After removal of the propeller 
sufficient power was available to permit completely opening number two and 
number three main engine throttles without putting undue strain on the after four 
boilers. The maximum speed attained with three throttles open wide was approx- 
imately 29-| knots. At this speed vibration was no more than normal. 

F. Recapitulation of recommendations 

1. Personnel . 

a. That mandatory quotas for training schools be kept to a 
minimum while a ship is in the forward area. 

b. That every off 6rt be made to permit personnel to serve out 
a fall rotational tour of duty on one vessel. 

2. Air Operations aid CIC. 

a. That aircraft" be assigned calls in accordance with section 733.5 
of Janap 119(A). 

b. That carriers operating in possible submarine waters be- pro- 
vided with suitably equipped anti-submarine aircraft. 

c. That ships of the Task Force be kept fully advised of all 
aircraft operating in the area, 

d. That the "ready deck", rather than being a function of the duty 
carrier, be coordinated with the flight schedule to provide maximum ready deck 
coverage and ease in respotting. 

e. That returning strikes keep the Task Group controller fully 
advised of their positions. 

3. Communications.. ' 

a. That more care be exercised in sending, traffic over prescribed 

circuits. 

b. That consideration be given to establishing a VHF administrative 
' circuit separate from any other assigned frequency. . 



DECLASSIFIED 



♦ DECLASSIFfED t 

Air Intelligence. 



a. Itiat the Action Report and War Diary be combined to forcrane 
report. . > -■ . 

b. "That the stibraission of the ship's Historical Report not be 
required for the period, covered by the above report(s). 

% Gunnery . 



That the practice of eondiiC'tijag anti-^rcraft sleeve firing 
when in the ret)lenishnj©nt area be cofch&nued. V r 

caisroii 3RiGGs ; I * 

Copy to; 

CKO { advance 2) 
CinCPacPlt 
CoaAirpac 
CranF»irAlaiaeda 
CooCarDiv ONE 
CcraCcrDiv THHEE 
CoiiiGarDiv FIVE 
CO, US3 . HILI7. INE SEA 

co, us 3 valley FOHGE 

CO, USS PRINCETON , 
CO, USS IEYTE 
CAG 2 
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Action Report for the period 17 March through 21 April 
1951 



Ref: (a) CNO restr ltr Op-345 ser 1196P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

Encl: (1) CVG-101 conf ltr ser 06 dtd 27 Apr 1951: Action 
Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (17 Mar 1951 - 
21 Apr 1951) p, // 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for 
the period 17 March through 21 April 1951 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions 

a. Composition 

In accordance with CinCPacFlt Movement Order 1-*>1 and 
ComCarDiv THREE confidential dispatch 16232SZ, the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21), with Commander Carrier Division TxHREE and Carrier Air 
Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, departed Pearl Harbor, T.H., 
17 March 1951. OTC was Commander Carrier Division THREE, RADM 
W. G. TOKLINSON, USN. The ship proceeded to Van Dieman Straits 
where, on 25 March, a rendezvous was made with the U.S.S. RUSH 
(DD-714) and the U.S.S. TKOMaSON (DD-760). The ship then pro- 
ceeded into the Sea of Japan, where on 26 March, a rendezvous 
with Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN and the replenishment group was 
effected. With the departure of the U.S.S. VaLLEY FORGE (CV-45) 
on 26 March, TF-77 consisted of two carriers, one cruiser, and 
.13 destroyers. OTC was RADM R. A. OFSTIE, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. PRINCE* 
TON (CV-37). RADM W. G. T0MLIN30N, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division THREE, was second in command. 

b. Mission s 

(l) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77' s Operation Order 1-51. 
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(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close and deep air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, 
and air bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communi- 
cations, and installations in support of United Nations Forces, 
and to protect the force against enemy air, surface and sub- 
surface attacks* 

PART II Chron o logical Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER' s employment 
during the period of this action report: 

(1) Period 17 through 26 March : At 1005 on 17 March 
the BOXER sortied from Pearl Harbor. On 25 March, while pro- 
ceeding through Van Pieman Straits, a rendezvous was made with 
the U.S. 3. RUSH (DD-714) and the U.S.S. THO&iASON (DD-760) who 
acted as a screen for the BOXER as she proceeded on to the 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENT Y-S.5VEN in the Sea of Japan. 
On the afternoon of 25 Marc'h a briefing team composed of 
officers from the Staff of Commander Carrier Division ONE, and 
the acting Commander of Carrier Air Group TVO, along with per- 
tinent operation orders and briefing materials were received • 
aboard from the U.S, S. RUSH, On 26 March, Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN was joined while replenishing at sea, at which tii e the 
BOXER, too, was replenished. The briefing team was returned 
to the U.S.S. VaLLEY FORGE at the same time via helicopter. 
That night the Task Force steamed North in anticipation of the 
strikes scheduled for the following day. 

(2) Period 27 Inarch to 8 April ; Because the weather 
was unfavorable on the 27th, only two missions of eight planes 
each wc^re sent off, both for close air support, and on the 
28th and 29th no missions at all were flown. On the 30th, 
however, the weather lifted and the BOXER then commenced flying 
the type of missions which filled her schedules during this 
period. These wore composed of: (1) Close Air Support 
missions in which two VA and two VF were usually combined as a 
unit and reported for control to a TACP; (2) Armed Reconnais- 
sance ? .which were jet or VF missions designed to sweep roads, 
observe movements of personnel and vehicles and attack worth- 
while targets of opportunity: (3) Bridge Strikes, both rail 
and highway key bridges; (4) "Railroad Breakers" and "Rail- 
road Seeders", designed to break the lines several miles apart 
and discourage repairs, (the "seeds" being delayed action bombs); 
(5) Naval Gunfire Spotting, for the bombardment ships off 
Wonsan and Songjin; (6) Hecklers, to disrupt the enemy by 
attacking during darkness and to spot targets for succeeding 
early morning strikes; (7) RESCAPS; (3) TARCAPS; (9) Photo 
Missions; and (10) Strikes against cities or other specific 
targets. In addition, the usual defensive missions were flown. 
On the 31st of March, and on the 1st and 2nd of April offensive 
operations continued. On the 3rd the ship replenished and 



the PRINCETON, with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, 
departed for Yokosuka. On the 4th, with RADM TOMLINSON, USN, 
OTC and CTF-77, operations were resumed. On the 5th a total 
of 81 offensive missions were conducted. On one of the close 
air support missions an attempt was apparently made by the 
enemy to simulate a friendly TACP. This bogus attempted to 
direct BOXER planes to bomb a position where friendly troops 
were located, but the pilots recognized the fact that they 
were being misdirected and requested authentication, whereupon 
the enemy went off the air. Offensive missions were continued 
on the 6th. On the 7th a heavy day was also scheduled to pro- 
vide air support for an amphibious landing south of Songjin 
of HMS Royal Commandos, who landed and blew up a section of 
rail tracks near the beach; however, fog forced cancellations 
for all but 40 offensive sorties. It was on one of these that 
the BOXER lost her first pilot, LTJG H. T. WALKER, U3NR, 
flying an F4U, experienced engine failure as a result of enemy 
aircraft fire. He glided into a fog bank in an attempt to 
make a forced landing near shore in the vicinity of Tanch-on. 
Fog prevented an aerial search; a surface search yielded 
negative results. On 8 April the ship replenished and then 
continued steaming South. At 1600 a new phase of operations 
was commenced. 

(3) Period of 3 April through 15 April ; During this 
period the BOXER was operating in the Formosa Straits area 

as part of Task Force 77 under Com7thFlt's Secret Operation 
Order 75-51. Enroute to and from this area training flights 
were conducted. On completion of these operations, the Task 
Force returned to the East Coast of Korea where it replenished 
on 15 April. 

(4) Period 16 April through 19 April : This period 
commenced with 112 offensive and defensive missions on 16 April, 
Jamming of the VHF channels by the enemy was encountered by 
aircraft sent out for close air support. On the 17th, opera- 
tions continued. On the l£th, deck load strikes, coordinated 
with those of the PHILIPPINE SEA and the PRINCETON (which 
arrived late in the day), were launched against the road junc- 
tion city of Hamhung. Of the BOXER 1 s 95 offensive missions, 

71 were against Hamhung and 24 were regular armed recco and 
photo hops. As a result of these concentrated strikes on this 
important key communication center, it is estimated that the 
primary targets in the city will be more or less useless to 
the enemy for some time. LT A. W. C. THOMAS, USNR, lost his 
life in this attack when his F4U was seen to explode while in 



a strafing run. It is believed that the aircraft hit a high 
tension wire or a wire trap, as the pilot broadcast," Lookout 
for the wires l' r shortly before his plane exploded and disin- 
tegrated. On the 19th another heavy day of deck load strikes 
was scheduled, this time against the city of Wonsan; however, 
because of adverse weather, only 16 offensive sorties were 
launched. This day completed the subject tour of combat 
operations during which a total of 571 offensive sorties had 
been flown plus 261 sorties classified as defensive or other- 
wise, not including helicopter flights. 

(5) Period 19 through 21 April; On the afternoon of 
the 19th, the ship replenished. The remainder of the period 
was spent enroute to Yokosuka for limited- availability, 
arriving Yokosuka at 1400 on 21 April 1951. 

PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See enclosure (l). 

PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by- the ship. See en- 
closure (1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that 
suffered by BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel 

a. Casualties: 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties during 
this period except those of the Air Group (see enclosure (1). 

b. Performance: 

(1) A large number of personnel transfers and receipts 
had been effected while the ship was in the shipyard at San 
Francisco, By the time this operation commenced the new men 
had been welded into a smooth running team and personnel 
performance presented no problem. 

PART VI Comments 

a„ Operations 

(1) Although one copy of CTF-77's Operation Order 
1-51 was available prior to departure Pearl Harbor, current 
air plans and other necessary briefing material were not re- 
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coived until the arrival of the ComCarDivONE briefing team 
late in the evening on 25 March, the BOXER' s first air operation 
being scheduled for the morning- 27 foarch. Although this 
briefing interval was greater than that experienced by the 
BOXER in September 1950, it was still insufficient to enable 
all personnel concerned to digest thoroughly the required in- 
formation . 

(2) The PRINCETON performed invaluable indoctrina- 
tion services to the BOXER during the first few days of opera- 
tions. PRINCETON squadron and unit commanders or qualified 
representatives came aboard the BOXER personally to brief 
contemporary units in the details of operations and operation- 
al .procedures. In addition, the newly arrived pilots were 
indoctrinated with the terrain and CAS procedure. An AD and 
an F4U from the PRINCETON accompanied each BOXER CAS mission 
in the roll of "Bird Dogs", flushing and pointing out targets. 
This procedure, highly recommended for newly reporting air 
groups, greatly expedited the effectiveness of BOXER missions. 

b. Communications T : 

(1) General 

(a) Communications in general wore excellent and 1 
much improved over the conditions experienced in October 1950. ! 
The pattern of messages and the means of delivery thereof 
particularly from the Army and the Air Force were markedly im- 
proved. The importance of this in the receipt of such messages 
as the bombline and TACP reports cannot be overemphasized. 

(b) The volume of traffic, particularly encrypted 
was very heavy and taxed to the limit operating personnel. The 
need for more seasoned rated men, both signal and radio, was 
very apparent. 

(2) CW 

(a) The direct CW circuit (4135 KC CW) to JOC 
Korea proved most helpful in the exchange of vital information. 
This frequency coupled with 6690 KC (V) was invaluable in the 
processing of operational traffic, 

(3) RATT circuits 

(a) The Commander Naval Forces Far East RATT 
broadcast continued to handle a large volume of traffic. Re- 
ception, as a whole, was excellent and it was very occasional 
that missing messages had to be serviced. 



(b) The Ultra High Frequency RATT circuit among 
the heavy ships proved r;.ost successful in the handling of 
messages, particularly high precedence flash reports. 

(4) UHF Voice 

(a) UHF Voice Communications were considered very 
good. Some maintenance problems with the TDZ/RDZ equipment 
were encountered in the early stages. Most of the trouble 
was traced to short circuits in the antenna leads following 
shipyard overhaul; 

(5) VHF 

(a) VHF communications wore generally considered 
excellent. The TBS was used exclusively for the primary tac- 
tical circuit and proved quite reliable. 

(b) At times it was noted that unnecessary traffic 
other than operational was sent over the primary tactical. The 
OTC quite rightly corrected this situation. 

(6) Visual 

(a) Visual communications including Nancy were 
excellent. The limiting of messages for delivery by Nancy 
to 25 groups was sound. 

(7) Cryptoboard 

(a) The load of traffic on the cryptoboard was 
very heavy. A temporary emergency extension of the crypto- 
room helped considerably. However, permanent enlarged facili- 
ties for the cryptoroom and communication office are definitely 
indicated. 

(b) An increase in allowance of officers assigned 
to communications is required for cryptoboard duty. At pres- 
ent, nine officers are allowed and an increase of at least 
three is indicated. These officers should have had a course 
of instruction in crypto procedure and at least three months' 
expeio3n^e before they are considered eligible to fill a billet,, 
The uso of officers from other departments to fill the gap is 
not satisfactory due to lack of time to devote to these duties 
because of conflict with their primary military and department- 
al duties. 

(£) Recommendations 



(a) Enlarge the present cryptoroom and communica- 
tion office. A reallocation of spaces seems indiaated. 



(b) Increase the allowance of officers permanently 
assigned to communications for cryptoboard duties by three for 
all CV's operating under emergency conditions. A minimum of three 
months training should be allowed prior to their being consider-^ 
ed as filling the billet. 

(c) Increase the allowance of rated radiomen in view 
of the requirement to intercept three Fox schedules and the in- 
creased number of functional circuits. 

c. CIC 

(1) Aircraft detection ranges were very limited* Air 
targets were seldom picked up in excess of 40 miles and, if at 
altitudes above 10,000 feet, detection ranges were frequently 
less than 40 miles. These limited ranges on air targets were 
undoubtedly due to the existence of a marked temperature inver- 
sion as surface targets (DD) were picked up frequently at ranges 
in excess of 40 miles and land at 150 miles. 

(2) Jet aircraft were seldom detected at any range 
if at altitudes above 15,000 - 18,000 feet, 

(3) The foregoing results were obtained with the SX 

and SPS-6B radars. It is believed, however, that were the SPS-6E 
antenna stabilized and in a less obstructed location the results 
would have improved. The use of MK III ("G" band) IFF, coupled 
with identification turns and approach sectors, proved inval- 
uable in detecting returning strikes at ranges beyond radar de- 
tection ranges and in obtaining an indication of the friendly 
nature of aircraft. 

(4) The URD-2 VHF/DF equipment again proved its use- 
fulness, both as a direction finder and as a standby VHF receiver 
Excellent results were obtained with Mark 5/10 IFF currently 
installed in jet aircraft. Ranges of 90-100 miles were consis- 
tently obtained with this equipment. 

d. Air Intelligence 

(1) Every possible attempt was made by the ship to 
obtain all charts, maps, and other data necessary prior to 
saiJijir from San Diego, but the material was not available. While 
at rei: 1 ]. Harbor many deficiencies were supplied by CinCFacFlt : 
nevertheless, many of the deficiencies still could not be filled 
in Pearl Harbor. It is felt that ships destined for employment 
in the forward area should be issued a complete "packet'- of maps 
and charts prior to departure from the West Coast. 



(2) It is believed that prior to departure from / 
Pearl Harbor a complete and detailed theater indoctrination / 
of pilots and operations personnel should be conducted by 
an officer recently familiar through personal experience with 
operations in the forward area. Up to date information of 
flak, airfields, close air support techniques, etc., should 
be furnished at this time rather than the night before opera- 
tions commence. 

(3 ) Maps should be folded and fitted together, 
covered with thin adhesive cellulose acetate, bound in heavy 
file folders, and issued in sets of WAC, Pilotage and Approach 
Series to all pilots with 3" expanding, accordion type manila 
envelopes to hold them. The necessary material for this pro- 
ject should be obtained prior to departure from the West Coast 
and the cutting and the binding the maps by pilots should be 
accomplished on the trip out. 

{k) The storage facilities for Air Intelligence 
material should be expanded. This is also true of facilities , 
available in Squadron Ready Rooms for stowage of Air Intelli- 
gence material. The material required for adequate coverage in 
a peninsular or coastal campaign of this nature vastly exceeds 
the amount of material required for the "island hopping" opera- 
tions of the last war. Storage facilities which were adequate 
then are grossly inadequate now. 

(5 ) It is also desired to call attention to the 
problems encountered by Squadron AIO's in debriefing in a 
crowded and often disturbed Ready Room. In the design of 
future carriers it would be highly desirable to provide the 
Squadron AI Officer with a small office directly off the Ready 
Room for this purpose, and in which his gear could be stowed, 

(6) * qualified Photo Interpretation Officer is 
sorely needed in the ship's Air Intelligence Organization. 
The work load of tactical prints in the Photo Lab has run on 
an average of over 1,000 per day. The need for a PI Officer 
is obvious. 

(7 ) A room for the Photo pilots to annotate their 
films is needed and has been provided. It is being equipped 
with a complete set of maps, as it has been discovered that 
without easy access to them it is difficult for the Photo pilot 
to annotate their films correctly in grid coordinates. 

(& ) It is recommended that a special rate be estab- 
lished for enlisted personnel, e.g., "Air Intelligence Mate", 
and that a special training program be set up to qualify them 
in the following categories: Yeoman, Quartermaster and Photo 
Interpreter. The present system necessitates training on the 
job, a difficult procedure in the course of operations and one 
which hampers efficiency. It is also felt that such a rate 
would boost morale among enlisted personnel assigned these 
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(1) Rockets 

(a) Rockets failing to fire and returned to the 
ship by F4U aircraft average about seven percent. Mark 5 

hod 4 launchers initially installed will not hold hung rockets 
during an arrested landing and the vast majority come off, 
endangering aircraft and personnel as well as delaying air 
operations. These launchers are being replaced by AERO-14 Able 
launchers, ten installations having been completed to date. 
This launcher has greatly reduced the above-mentioned hazards 
by its ability to retain hung rockets upon arrested landing. 
However, little, if any, improvement has been noted in the 
number of rockets returned. ?<iost failures to fire from the 
aERO-14 Able launchers appear to be due to the pig-tails being 
severed by hot brass and iinks when strafing is commenced prior 
to firing rockets. Various measures have been employed in an 
effort to preclude this severing of pig-tails with some im- 
provement noted, when a solution is reached, it is believed 
that the AERO-14 Able launcher will constitute a considerable 
improvement over the Mark 5 Mod 4 launcher. 

(b) An unusual accident occurred recently when 
the propellant grain of a 5" HVaR burned on the flight deck. 
This rocket, dropped from its launcher on an arrested landing, 
bounced into the path of the propeller. Subsequently, it came 
to rest with flame erupting from a gash in the motor tube, 
burning out without incident. Disposal was by jettisoning and 
no attempt was made to determine the condition of the fuzes; 
however, the pressure arming base fuze probably was not armed. 

(2) Jet Blast Deflectors 

(a) Jet blast deflectors as presently installed 
have proved unsatisfactory. The usefulness and advantages of 
such a device are readily apparent; however, their use is pre- 
cluded by lack of dependability in the mechanical operation of 
raising and lowering. After heating, they tend to expand and 
remain in an "up" position until they have cooled sufficiently 
to permit lowering. Obviously, such devices cannot be used 
when there is danger of their becoming stuck in the "up" posi- 
tion, with an immobilized flight deck resulting. Since the 
installation of the jet blast deflectors and after tests of the 
equipment were made, clearances between switches were adjusted. 
As a result of tests it has been noted that the present hoisting 
motor (£ ton capacity) and the hoisting cable (5,000 lbs. break- 
ing strength) are inadequate, taat the sheaves require pro- 
vision for lubrication, and that possibly the vanes of the de- 
flector are constructed of metal of insufficient gauge inasmuch 
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as a number have broken or cracked. It is recommended that 
the blast deflectors be constructed with sufficient precision 
and strength to insure operating depen dabil jx v . 
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Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (30 April 
1951 to 4 June 1951) p,/£ 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for 
the period 30 April through 4 June 1951 is hereby submitted: 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions 

a. Composition , 

(1) In accordance with Commander SEVENTH Fleet confi- 
dential dispatch 232332Z of April and Commander Carrier Divi- 
sion THREE confidential dispatch 270534Z of April, the U.S.S. 
BOXER (CV-21), with Commander Carrier Division THREE and 
Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, got underway on the 
morning of 30 April 1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the 
operating area in company with Destroyer Squadron SIXTEEN and 
rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan 
on the morning of 2 May 1951. Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was 
composed of the UiS.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37), the U.S.S, BOXER (CV-21) and various heavy 
support and screening ships. 

(2) The 0TC was RADM R. A, OFSTIE, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37). RADM W. G. TOKLINSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division THREE, was second in command. 
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b. Missions, 



(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77's Operation Order 1-51. 

(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close and deep air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, and 
air bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communications 
and installations in support of United Nations Forces, and to 
protect the force against en.emy air, surface and subsurface 
attacks . 

FART II Chronological Order of Events. 

30 April 1951 - 

At 0530 the BOXER, accompanied by Destroyer Squadron 
SIXTEEN, departed Yokosuka, Japan, for a rendezvous with Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. Training flights 
and anti-aircraft firing were conducted during the day. Also, 
4 AD-4 and 3 F4U-4 replacement aircraft from the ComFairJap 
Pool at NAS, Atsugi, were landed aboard. 

1 May 1951 - 

While proceeding through the East China Sea, training 
flights were again conducted, 

2 May 1951 - 

At 0645 the U.3.S. BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN off the east coast of Korea. 

At 0700 the first cr^.t flight was launched. Air 
operations from the U.S. 3. PRINCETON, PHILIPPINE SEA, and the 
BOXER, continued throughout the m©rnigg. Fog over the target 
area forced cancellation of the afternoon flights. 

The Task Force replenished during late afternoon and 
• early evening. 

3 May 1951 - 

The three carriers resumed operations. The U.S.S. 
PHILIPPINE SEA departed from the Task Force upon completion 
of her shceduled air operations about 1620 • 

4 May 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished at sea. 
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5 May 1951 - 

Full scale operations from the PRINCETON and the BOXER 
were resumed, 

6 May 1951 - 

Operations continued from the PRINCETON and the BOXER. 

RADM G, R. HENDERSON relieved HADK R.. A. OFSTIE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE aboard the U.S. 3. PRINCETON. 

The forty-first thousandth landing aboard the BOXER was 

made, 

7 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued. LTJG F. B. BOBBINS, VA-702, 
was lost on a Close Air Support Mission when his AD-4 crashed 
and burned, 

S May 1951 - 

Shrouded by a heavy fog which reduced the visibility 
to less than two hundred yards, the Carrier Task Force rendez- 
voused with the replenishing group, 

9 May 1951 - 



10 May 1951 - 

Fogbound most of the day; however, limited air operations 
were commenced at 1600, 

11 May 1951 - 

The Task Force maneuvered out of the bad weather of the 
past few days which had held the force fogbound. During the 
afternoon air operations were resumed. Of particular signifi- 
cance is the fact that two railroad bridges east and north- 
east of PYONGYANG, which the USAF had endeavored to destroy 
on numerous occasions, were severely damaged by BOXER aircraft, 
one span being dropped on one of the bridges and three spans 
on the other. 

One AD and one Fl+U were lost this date although the 
pilots were safely recovered. The F4U settled into the water 
immediately upon take-off apparently as a result of a partial 
power plant failure; the AD spun-in in the landing circle. 



No air operations due to heavy fog. 
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12 May 1951 - 

All air operations were conducted as per schedule, 

13 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued, 

14 May 1951 - 

Replenished. • 

15 May 1951 - 

No air operations due to unfavorable weather. 

16 May 1951 - 

Bad weather continued through the better part of the 
day. At 1600 a JETCAP, a PHOTO flight, and a CAS event were 
launched. 



17 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0815 the U.S. 3. PHILIPPINE SUA (CV-47), the U.S.S. 
NEW JERSEY (BB-62), the U.S.S. MANCHESTER (CL-33), and screening 
destroyers rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

At 153$ Commander Carrier Division JHREE, t aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER, relieved Commander Carrier Division FIVE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN , and the U.S.S. PRINCETON, 
with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, departed for 
Yoko suka , Japan . 

18 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0700 the U.S.S. PRINCETON, with Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task Force after 
having been recalled to assist in furnishing Close Air Support 
for UN troops in their stand against a new Communist offensive. 

At 0800 two BOXER F4U T s were shot down over the front 
lines; LTJG Marion Thomas DRAGASTIN, VF-884, going in with his 
plane which exploded upon impact sr-A LT George (n) GARRISON, 
VF-884, parachuting clear of his aircraft. Neither pilot was 
rescued. A SAR helicopter reported later, when an attempted 
rescue was made, that LT GARRISON had left the scene of his 
landing. 

At 2243 Commander Carrier Division FIVE relieved 
Commander Carrier Division THREE as Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN . 
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19 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued as per schedule with ex- 
cellent results. Several strikes from the U.3.S. BOXER were 
highly commended by the ground controllers. The Task Force 
replenished during the night hours in order to render maximum 
air support to the UN front line troops. 

At 2255 Commander Carrier Division THREE relieved 
Commander Carrier Division FIVE as Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN . The PRINCETON again departed for Yokosuka. 

20 May 1951 - 

After having replenished throughout the night, air 
operations were resumed at 0430. Info mat ion gleaned from 
the strike leaders indicated that this was one of the most 
successful operating days. A total of 111 sorties were flown. 

21 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued until 1200 at which time 
schedules were cancelled due to unfavorable weather conditions 
and overnight replenishment was again accomplished. 

22 May 1951 - 

Morning flights were cancelled due to unfavorable 

weather. 

At 1215 the first strike was launched, 

23 May 1951 - 

Air operations continued with excellent results. The 
forty-second thousandth landing aboard the B0X5R was made this 
day. 

24 May 1951 - 

Scheduled air operations continued. LCDR G. L. 
CARMICHAEL, Commanding Officer of VF-SS4, died a few hours 
after parachuting from his F4U which had been hit by enemy 
flak over the front lines; diagnosis— a crushed chest. 

25 May 1951 - 



The Task Force replenished, commencing at 0330. Air 
operations were resumed at 1500. 



26 May 1951 - 



With North Korean forces in full retreat offering 
lucrative targets, unfavorable weather precluded flight 
operations. 

27 May 1951 - 

Continued unfavorable weather precluded flight opera- 
tions . 

23 May 1951 - 

Full scale operations were conducted with the return 
of favorable weather. 

30 May 1951 - 

Air operations which commenced on schedule were termin- 
ated at 1200 due to unfavorable weather. 

One F9F was lost when it settled into the water after 
a catapult launch, apparently from partial power failure. The 
pilot was recovered and returned aboard uninjured in the record 
time of less than two minutes. 

The U.S. 3. BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) rendezvoused with 
the Task Force to commence her initial operations in the Korean 
Campaign. 

At 1910 the U.S. 3. PHILIPPINE SEA, having been relieved 
by the U.S.S. BON KOMfriE RICHARD, was detached to proceed to 
Yokosuka for onward routing to the West Coast. Four F4U and four 
AD replacement aircraft were received from the PHILIPPINE SEA 
prior to her departure. 

31 May 1951 - 

Only Weather Reconnaissance, NGF, and CAP flights were 
flown until late in the afternoon when the weather over Korea 
cleared sufficiently to launch Aimed Reconnaissance flights 
against targets north of the thirty-ninth parallel. 

1 June 1951 - 

Normal air operations resumed. 
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2 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 1054 the U.S. 3. PRINCETON (CV-37), with Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task 
Force, 

At 1125 Commander Carrier Division FIVE relieved 
Commander Carrier Division THREE as Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 



At 1350 completed scheduled air operations. 

At 1452 the BOXER, accompanied by Destroyer Division 
162, was detached from the Task Force, and proceeded to rendez- 
vous with the replenishment group. 

At 2106 upon completion of receiving fuel oil, aviation 
gasoline, and ammunition, the BOXER and DesDiv-162 took de- 
parture for Yokosuka, Japan. A record ammunition loading rate 
of 1#5 short tons per hour was established. 

3 June 1951 - 



Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan. 

4 June 1951 - 

At 1500 , arrived Yokosuka, Japan for a period of 
restricted availability, during which catapults, flight deck 
planking, and jet blast deflectors were overhauled as well as 
numerous repairs made to the engineering plant. 
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Total Fropeller Sorties 1495 
Total Jet Sorties 404 
Total Sorties 1899 
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PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See enclosure (1), 

PART IV Battle Damage * 

No battle damage x^as sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered 
by BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel 

a. Casualties 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties during 
this period except those of the Air Group as reported in enclo- 
sure 11). 

PART VI Comments. 

a. Ship Handling . 

(1) At 0700 on 3 May during replenishment, the BOXER 
was closing the U.S.S. KASKASKIA (AO-27) using radar. Fog 
conditions were such that visibility was reduced to less than 
200 yards. The final approach, after radar contact was lost 
in the sea return, was made at a speed difference of 2 knots, 
with lookouts alerted to watch for the wake of the KASKASKIA. 
Replenishment course was 340° T, speed 11 knots. On sighting 
a strong wake close aboard indicating that possibly the tanker 
had been closed more rapidly than calculated, the BOXER turned 
hard left. On heading about 320° T, the wake-maker, a DD also 
giaking an approach on the AO, was sighted and course changed 
to 342° T. Closing the tanker from the quarter without regain- 
ing radar contact, had to be accomplished very slowly for safety, 
The KASKASKIA 1 s searchlight was picked up at about 300 yards. 



It is strongly recommended that during low visibili- 
ty conditions, destroyers not make approaches until after CV's 
and support ships have reported on station* 



b. Air Department . 

(1) Flight Deck . 

Throughout this reporting period, the flight deck 

was spotted with a ''split spot", consisting of two AD and two 

or three Fl+U types across the deck and a dead pack of four to 
seven F9F f s, 
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By 15 May the installation of the AER0-14A rocket 
launchers on F4U's had progressed to a point where the number 
of aircraft that could be "split spotted" across the deck was 
reduced to two AD*s and two F4U's. This was due to the fact 
that F4U aircraft with AER0-14-A rocket launch- rs requires 
fourteen inches more deck space athwart ship than those with 
Mark 5 Mod 4 type launchers with which they were formerly 
equipped* An echelon spotting of AER0-14-A equipped F4U's is 
being worked out. 

The Ford tractors used aboard ship are excellent 
for size and maneuverability but lack sufficient power in high 
gear to pull a heavily loaded AD or F9F up the deck against 
strong winds. Second gear is too slow for expeditious respott 
ing forward during launch/land operations* If an attempt is 
made to use high gear, the clutch must be slipped to such an 
extant that clutch troubles result. A faster speed for second 
gear would solve the problem, the present high and low gear 
ratios being satisfactory. 

(2) Catapults 

During the period of this report, a number of 
catapult troubles were encountered. The flexible return line 
on the port catapult ruptured. The hydraulic tensioning pump 
on the starboard catapult failed in the cone bearing. Since 
a spare cone bearing was not available, the system for tension 
ing by means of accumulator pressure was reinstalled. The 
three way valve installed under BuAer Change §29 showed leakag 
at the "T" fitting, necessitating the reinstallation of the 
old type valve. In addition, two of the four main hydraulic 
oil gear pumps on the starboard catapult malfunctioned, one 
freezing and one reduced to extremely low pressure, making it 
necessary to continue operations with only two pumps on the 
line. This resulted in doubling the time necessary to build 
up pressure with a corresponding increase in interval between 
launches on tho starboard catapult. Jet pairs were launched 
every other shot, alternating with single jet shots from the 
port catapult. 

(3 ) Gasoline . 

The time required for replenishment of aviation 
gasoline from the tanker to the carrier is recognized as a 
retarding factor in the over-all replenishment operation. 
Experiences of previous fueling operations showed that tankers 
were not able to supply a steady pressure or continuous rate 
of flow to the carrier's forward and after gasoline systems. 
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The fueling rig used by the tankers has been either a four 
inch hose or a six inch hose with the last section reduced 
to four inches, from tanker to carrier. These two rigs 
have delivered an average of approximately 250 gallons per 
minute to the after tanks and approximately 400 gallons per 
minute to the forward tanks. 

With the excellent cooperation of the U.S.S. 
KASKASKIA (AO-27), a six-inch hose was rigged from tanker 
to carrier. On the carrier's end of this six-inch hose were 
a quick disconnect and a wye fitting for reducing to two 
four-inch fittings, ^wo four-inch hoses were attached to the 
wye connection, one hose beir.g laid out along the starboard 
hangar deck edge to the fueling station at frame 60 and the 
other four-inch hose laid out across the hangar deck to the 
fueling station at frame 40 port side. Gasoline was then 
pumped directly to the forward tanks via the connection at 
frame 60 and to the after tant.s via the connection at frame 
40. It was found that a steady pressure and a continuous 
rate of flow was maintained which delivered approximately 
3#0 gallons per minute at 9.2 ?,S.I. to the after tanks and 
approximately 600 gallons per minute at 11.0 P.S.I, to the 
forward tanks. 

To secure 6ptimum rosults with this new six-inch 
rig the level of fuel in the carrier's tanks must be pread jus- 
ted so that each set of forward and aftor tanks being fueled 
simultaneously will reach a full state at the same time. 

The use of this system of fueling has cut the time 
alongside the tanker by nearly one-third, thus contributing 
greatly to the overall efficiency of replenishment at sea. 

A report of this experimental rig, which is now 
accepted as standard, has been forwarded separately. 

(4) Aviation Ordnance . 

During the initial phases of the period covered 
by this report, a considerable increase was noted in the 
number of rockets being returned to the ship by AER0-14-A 
rocket launchers. Most failures to fire from these launchers 
was considered due to the pigtails being severed by hot brass 
and links when strafing was commenced prior to firing rockets. 

This problem is believed to have been solved by the 
design and installation of deflector plates on the after end 
of the racks to protect the pigtails. A few similar plates 
have been installed on Mark 5 Mel 4 launchers with a further 
reduction of returns ensuing. A complete report on the above 
mentioned deflector plates will be submitted to Commander Air 
Force, Pacific Fleet as soon as sufficient data has been 
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collected to substantiate the limited excellent results 
noted to date, 

c. Communications , 

(1) Circuit Interference , 

Communications, in general, were excellent 
during this period with the exception of periodic inter- 
ference on all long range circuits, attributed mainly to 
ionospheric disturbances. However, the proximity of the c 
transmitter antennae also caused some interference. 

Although little can be done in regard to iono- 
spheric disturbances, it is considered that a study of the 
antennae arrangements of the CV type with a view to reallo- 
cation would prove helpful in alleviating transmitter inter- 
ference, 

(2) Daily Summaries , 

It is estimated that over fifty per cent of 
the encrypted message traffic handled by the cryptoboard 
of this flagship was daily operational summaries, generally 
of high precedence with numerous addressees. The originators 
were: Commander Naval Forces, Far East; parallel echelons of 
command for the U,S, Army and Air Force; and the Commander - 
in Chief Far East, The aggregate of these messages tended, 
at times, to infringe upon the time required for the expedi- 
tious processing of high precedence traffic involving current 
or impending operations. 

It is recommended that either: (1), the reporting 
of such information essential to operations in progress be 
continued by messages of high precedence and that the remain- 
der be transmitted by means other than messages or by messages 
of low precedence or; (2), as an alternative, task unit, 
element, and group commanders report directly to task force 
commanders who will in turn, correlate the summaries and trans- 
mit one summary for their respective task forces to those 
who need to know, 

d. Supply Department « 
(1) Aviation Supply , 

During this period of intensified air operations, 
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the "availability of aircraft" has become of increasing 
importance due largely to the Air Group 1 s heavy operating 
schedule, the limited time between operations for maintenance 
of the planes (particularly when replenishment is carried out 
at night), the increasing hours of flying time on aircraft 
in the third and fourth service tours (particularly the 
F4U's) and the increasing damage to aircraft surfaces from 
enemy small arms fire. In order to meet this problem immedi- 
ately, the Aviation Supply Officer has been instructed to 
"stay on top of" every demand Within reason made by the squad- 
rons aboard, even to the extent of improvising where necessary. 

The following constructive suggestions are strong! 
recommended for consideration by higher authority for incorpore 
tion within our Aviation Supply system: 



(a) Aviation Allowance Lists should be made more 
realistic. The initial loading on the West Coast was based 

on the application of peacetime allowances to wartime operating 
conditions. For certain items in Section Baker Allowance Lists ? 
even the variable multiple factor applied to the Peacetime 
Allowance Columns is considered to result in inadequate war- 
time allowances. It is believed that the variable factor 
coJumn should be increased in order that additional inventories 
may be carried on board in an attempt to meet the demand - arising 
from increased operating schedules. At the present time, the 
Supply Officer is currently preparing "marked up" allowance.:, 
lists for forwarding to tne ComAirPac Supply Officer reflecting 
90-day usage data which may be useful in revising quantities 
presently shown on allowance lists. 

(b) The afloat Aviation Supply situation should 
be strengthened to allow for more complete replenishment by 
the aviation stores ship U.3.S. JUPITER. Possibly, additional 
non-stock aviation parts eould be stocked aboard this "afloat 
depot", since it is noted that AOG's aboard the BOXER are 
stemming for the major part from a lack of pacts that - are not 
stocked or intended to be stocked aboard a carrier. Insurance 
items, such as wings, should be stocked in greater quantities. 
Requisitions for both such types of parts frequently have to 
be passed to the United States for resupply* 

(2) GSK . 

Some difficulty has been encountered in routine 
replenishment of General Stores. Routine (Priority "C") 
requisitions submitted were cancelled by the supporting activi- 
ty whenever the material concerned was either not in stock or 
not carried. This makes it necessary for new requisitions to 
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be re-submitted at an indefinite time in the future on a 
"catch-as-catch-can" basis for those routine requirements which 
still remain* An effort is being made to have routine requisi- 
tions obligated against due stocks, or forwarded to the United 
States by the supporting activity for further action, when the 
requirements fannot be met* 

(3) Sftip^ Store . 

The importance of continuous and adequate service 
by the Ship' s Store cannot be overstressed as an aid to morale 
aboard ship. In spite f an authorization for an inventory 
of $195,000 prior to leaving the States, with raofcthly sales 
approaching $50,000 many of the stocks have been depleted, even 
the so-called luxury items. All Ship's Store Officers leaving 
the States should be advised to make sure that all assigned 
storerooms are filled to capacity with Ship's Store Stock (other 
than that which is perishable). 

(4) Disbursing . 

During this period, all ships in the Western 
Pacific have been ordered to pay in MPC script and to call in 
all U.S. currency in accordance with BuSandA Manual (Articles 
53525 - 53529) and supplementary area directives. All Ship*s 
Disbursing Officers should be advised to carry enly enough 
American currency to meet a few "State-side paydays 11 , since 
MPC T s are purchased in this area by means of Money Requisition 
or U.'S. Treasurer's check and not by converting American money 
to MPC. 

(5) Commissary . 

The logistic support given to the BOXER in all 
kinds of provisions, both from afloat and ashore activities, 
has been most gratifying. 




CAMERON BRIGGS 
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U.S. 5. BOXER (CV-21) 
c/o Fleet Post Office CV2l/3-ces 
San Francisco, California A4-3 ' 

Ser 094 

DOWNMADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS* 27 July 1951 

WO DIR 5200.10 1. t C 1 1 f t U 

Commanding Officer 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Via: (1) Commander Carrier 'Division THREE 

(2) Commander Carrier Division FIVE 

(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(4) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 
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(5) Commander in Chief. U. S. Pacifi< MtfeAfe — £L 

Subj: Action Report for the period 15 June 1951 through^ ^08 
17 July 1951 

Ref: (a) CNO rest ltr Op-345 ser 1196P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

Encl: (1) CVG-101 conf ltr ser 019 dtd Id July 1951: 

Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (15 June 
1951 - 17 July 1951) f.lSL 

1. In compliance with ref (a), the action report for the 
period 15 June 1951 through 17 July 1951 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions . 

a* Composition * 

(1) In accordance with Commander SEVENTH Fleset confi- 
dential dispatch 10O6242 of June, and Commander Carrier Division 
THREE confidential dispatch 140032Z of June, the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21)* with Commander Carrier Division THREE and Carrier 

Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, got underway on the morn- 
ing of 15 June 1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the 
operating area and rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 
in the Sea of Japan on the morning of 17 June 1951. Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. PRINCETON 
(CV-37), the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), and various heavy support 
and screening ships. 

(2) The 0TC was RADM G. R. HENDERSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37). RADM W. G. T0MLINS0N, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division THREE, was second in command. 

b. Missions » 

(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77's Operation Order 2-51. 
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(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close air support, reconnaissance, interdiction, and air 
bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communications 
and installations in support of United Nations Forces, and 
to protect the force against enemy air, surface and subsurface 
attacks, 

PART II Chronological Order of Events. 

15 June 1951 - 

At 0729 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for a 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

16 June 1951 - 

At 0620, while passing through Van Diemen Straits, 
the BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. YARNELL (DD-541) and 
the U.S.S. MCDERMUTT (DD-677) who acted as escorts to the 
operating area. 

While proceeding through the East China Sea, training 
flights and anti-aircraft firing were conducted. 

17 June 1951 - 

At 0650 the BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN off the east coast of Korea. 

At 0910 the first combat flight was launched with 
air operations continuing throughout the day. Clear skies 
permitted all aircraft to hit their assigned targets with 
excellent results. 

13 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued as clear weather prevailed. 

19 June 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

20 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0910 an F4U crashed in the water about three miles 
south of Songjin as a result of enemy anti-aircraft fire. The 
pilot, LTJG P. L, SCHAEFER, went in with his plane and was 
not recovered. 




The forty-third thousandth landing aboard the BOXER 
was made. 

21 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0#05 LT D. A. ARRIVEE, Officer-in -Charge of the 
VAN team, was lost on a Reconnaissance Mission when his 
AD- 2 crashed in flames while attacking an enemy ground instal- 
lation, 

22 June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0615 ENS MARVIN D. NELSON, Jr., USN, parachuted 
from his flak damaged F4U-5NL over Wonsan Bay and was safely 
recovered by a helicopter from LST 799. 

23 June 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

24, 25 and 26 June 1951 - 

Normal air operations were conducted as nearly 
perfect weather continued to prevail,. 

27 June 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 
2$ June 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 1615 LTJG 0. D. DROEGE, USNR, parachuted from his 
damaged while on a close support mission just north of 
the bombline. He was safely recovered by a helicopter from 
the U.S.S. LOS ANGELES. 

29 and 30 June 1951 - 

Scheduled air operations continued. 
1 July 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 
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At 0700 the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD and screening 
destroyers rendezvoused with the Task Force. 

At 1200 Commander Carrier Division THBEE, aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER relieved Commander Carrier Division FIVE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and the U.S.S. PRINCETON, 
with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, departed for 
Yokosuka, Japan, 

2 July 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Although hampered by 
intermittent low clouds, fog, and reduced visibility a limited 
number of sorties were flown with excellent results. 

At 1025 LT R. T. WALKER, USNR, parachuted from his 
damaged AD-2 while on a strike mission north of Wonsan. He 
was recovered uninjured by a helicopter from the U.S.S. TOLEDO. 

3 July 1951 - 

Unfavorable weather over the fcarget areas forced the 
cancellation of scheduled flight operations. Only defensive 
air operations were conducted. At about 1110 the Task Force 
commenced replenishing. 

4 July 1951 - 

Weather again curtailed offensive operations as heavy 
cloud cover and rain obscured assigned targets. Only limited 
offensive and defensive air operations were conducted. 

5 July 1951 - 

Air operations were again thwarted by bad weather. 

6 July 1951 - 

With the return of good flying weather, aircraft from 
the BOXER and the BON HOMME RICHARD severely damaged the 
North Korean port of Wonsan in a concerted effort against 
enemy personnel and military installations, starting at dawn 
and continuing until darkness and smoke had blanketed the 
battered area. BOXER aircraft flew 133 combat sorties in this 
operation. 



The forty-fourth thousandth landing aboard th* BOXEfl 



was made. 



7 July 1951 - 



Air operations continued as the Task Force returned 
its full attention to transportation interdiction and close 
air support. 

One F4U was lost when it settled into the water 
shortly after take-off, apparently from partial power failure. 
The BOXER helicopter was over the swimming pilot almost 
immediately and as soon as it was apparent that the pilot - 
could not get into the helicopter rescue sling by himself, 
the helicopter crewman was quickly lowered into the water 
to aid the injured pilot. Both the pilot and the assisting 
crewman were picked up by a motor whaleboat from the U.S.S. 
MASON, the pilot sustaining but minor injuries. 

8 July 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

9 July 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

10 July 1951 - 

Inclement weather precluded air operations. 

11 July 1951 - 

Although hampered most of the day by remnants of 
the previous day*s bad weather, BOXER aircraft succeeded 
in inflicting heavy damage on rear area supplies and trans- 
portation routes. 

LTJG W. F. WALLACE of VF-##4 was forced to ditch 
his plane in Wonsan Harbor due to engine trouble. He was 
promptly rescued uninjured by a helicopter from LST 799. 

While the BOXER was at evening General Quarters, 
an AD-4N carrying a pilot and two crewmen, which had just 
been launched from the BON HOMME RICHARD, was observed to 
be slowly settling to a water landing. As soon as it was 
obvious that a water landing was probable, the BOXER heli- 
copter was started and was on its way by the time the plane 
had crash landed in the water near the U.S.S. CRAIG (DD-8^5) 
on the BOXER 1 s port bow. Helicopter had one of the crewmen 
aboard the BOXER within five (5) ipinutes from the time of 
the crash and the pilot aboard within eight (8) minutes. A 
motor whaleboat from the U.S.S. CRAIG rescued the remaining 
crewman. 
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12 and 13 July 1951 - 

Scheduled air operations continued. 

14 July 1951 - 

The Task Fcrce replenished. 

At 1120 th.» U.S. 3. PRINCETON (CV-37), with Commander 
Carrier Division F:."VE embarked, rendezvoused with tfhe Task 
Force. 

At 2000 Commander Carrier Division FIVE relieved 
Commander Carrier Jivisif n TEtEE as Conmander Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

15 July 1951 - 

Air operations which commenced on schedule were termin- 
ated at 1000 due t 3 unfavorable weather. 

At 105^ tha BOXER, escorted by the ■ U.S. S. TIN GEY 
(DD-539) and the U,S.3. MCDERMUTT (DD-677), was detached from 
the Task Force and took cjep art ure for Yokosuka, Japan. 

16 July 1951 - 

At 0#35, upon approaching Van Diemen Straits, the 
U.S.S. TINGEY and W.3.S. MCDERMUTT were detached to proceed 
to Sasebo in accordance with previous instructions. 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted after the BOXER 
had passed through Van Diemen Straits. 

17 July 1951 • 

At 1113 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, for a 
period of tender availability. 
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Total Propeller Sorties* .1455 

Total Jet Sorties, • 537 

Total Sorties 1992 

PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 



See enclosure (1). 
PART IV Battle Damage 



No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 
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PART V Personnel. 

a * Casualties . 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties 
during this period except those of the Air Group as reported 
in enclosure (1). 



PART VI Comments . 

a. Operations . 

Despite the difficulties imposed by AOG aircraft, 
ninety-eight percent (9&f°) of all assigned missions were 
carried out expeditiously as scheduled, a total of 1992 
sorties being flown during this period. 

b» Air Depart raent . 

(1) Bombs . 

During the period of this report this ship 
received a number of 250 pound CJ.P. bombs with suspension 
lugs unsuitable for use with the Mark 55 bomb rack presently 
installed on the F4U-5NL, AD-2, and AD-/<U aircraft. The 
top angle of the suspension lug support bracket was too 
great to allow the bracket to be received and held by the 
recessed suspension hook of the Mark 55 rack. 



(2) Catapults . 

A casualty was experienced on the number four 
(4) starboard catapult pump during the period of this report. 
This pump had been installed during the previous week. The 
system had been drained, flushed, and refilled with oil prior 
to such installation. Four "no-load" shots were fired to 
test the new pump. The pressure was pumped to 5500 PSI three 
times and blown down to 2200 PSI as an additional test. The 
installation appeared to be satisfactory in all respects, but 
after three service launches were made at 2250 PSI the pump 
froze. This was the third failure of this type experienced 
in the past four months. RUDM* s have been prepared and sub- 
mitted to BuAer on all three casualties. 



c. Communications . 

(1) The Guam "JIG" Pox was discontinued during this 
period and the traffic normally on this broadcast was switched 
to the Tokyo RATT. Since the RATT circuit has been found to 
be very reliable, the "JIG" Fox discontinuation is considered 
a major improvement. 




DECLASSIFIED (2) Radio Facsimile Equipment . 

Facsimile equipment was used during this period, 
primarily for receiving weather maps which proved valuable 
in checking weather analyses and making necessary forecasts. 
Installation of facsimile equipment is highly recommended 
for all large ships* 

d. Supply Department . 

(1) Aviation Supply . 

The lack of on-hand or area availability of 
aviation spares required to prevent AOG f s, again presented 
a major supply problem. In s etting out for the operating 
area there were no AOG T s, but shortly after commencing 
air operations, they developed with increasing rapidity 
from unanticipated "runs" on certain items. In nearly all 
cases the items creating difficulties were non-stock, fleet 
controlled or insurance items, as might be expected. Such 
examples as: (F9F) liners, combustion chamber; body assembly, 
combustion chamber, fuel; control assembly, fuel; (F4U-4) 
harness assemblies, ignitiohj valve assemblies, fuel drain; 
section assemblies, • exhaust collector; and (AD-2) reservoir 
assembly, hydraulic, might be readily cited. Since the 
number of AOG's averaged 2-3 during this period, despite 
the -most energetic follow-up, the problem is an important 
one, both from the standpoint of operations and supply. 

It is realized that this problem of local 
availability of critical parts is not an easy one to solve. 
Replenishment from the JUPITER, both at sea and in port, 
has been highly satisfactory as far as parts available are 
concerned. Likewise it is realized that a number of "JUPITERS" 
would be required to provide every part peculiar to three 
or more major plane types. It is desired to point out, how- 
ever, that the variety of items required to maintain aging 
propeller types, as well as temperamental jets, is becoming 
larger and more unpredictable, while the scarcity of such 
items appears to be increasing. It would appear that, if 
carriers are to be prepared to meet the demands of any large 
scale operation in the future, there must be a speeding up 
throughout the aviation supply system, back through the 
factory production lines and initial contracting. 

In an attempt to assist in the overall problem 
of gearing procurement to consumption, marked-up allowance 
lists showing actual usage data for this vessel T s first three 
months of current operations (2 March - 2 June 1951} were 
submitted to Commander Air Force Pacific Fleet on 30 June, 
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(2) General Stores , 

The only current problem under this heading 
is to be found linked to the ,new accounting system. With 

directives from higher authority to submit requisitions . 

prior to 15 July 1951 to refill current allowances of special 
clothing, a covering special,, allotment is required, or 
overobligation is ' inevitable^ due to an immediate obligation 
estimated at $134,000 for clothing alone. Well over half 
of this figure is required for replacement of two items: 
winter jackets and underwear* A breakdown of requirements 
has been reported to the Type Commander, 

(3) Ship's Stores . 

The elimination by directives from higher 
authority of the use of coins \ except pennies) in all ship's 
activities in the Far East has tended to slow down the ser- 
vice in already overburdened sales outlets, and has increased 
the chances of inaccurate change-making. The problem is 
simply the loss of the inherent advantages of coins (handling 
and recognition) in making change rapidly and accurately. 
The extent of the problem is readily measured by the amount 
of sales, mostly small, totalling nearly $40,000,00 each month 
in the ship's stores and over $S, 000, 00 in the soda fountains. 
Barring any change in existing policy to permit the use of 
coins at sea, consideration is being given to the adaptation 
of a one-dollar chit book of five (5) and ten (10) cent 
denominations to facilitate the very large number of sales 
averaging 15-20 cents in the soda fountains, 

(4) Commissary , 

In general, the supply of fresh and frozen 
provisions has continued adequate and timely. The necessity 
for utmost vigilance in relating the storage and distribution 
problems was underscored by a recent survey of about thirty 
thousand pounds of citrous fruits and leafy vegetables. Items 
judged to be wholesome from the outside appearance of the 
cases upon receipt and later inspections were found upon 
use to be deteriorating in the center of the cases after less 
than three weeks' storage aboard. Further inspection and 
use disclosed an alarmingly rapid increase in rate of spoil- 
age, with the result that what appeared to be eighteen days' 
supply dwindled in short order to but a few days' fresh 
provisions. During a subsequent replenishment, the Commissary 
Officer of the reefer estimated that the provisions in : 
question had been received in early May, nearly two months 
previously. Prior storage conditions were not determinable. 
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A long standing problem is the time required 



to accomplish feeding in the general mess. Despite the 
application of every effort and experimentation with various 
messing procedures, the three major meals average about 
one and one-half hours, A%r operations reqiiire as many as 
three additional meals throughout the night. With at least 
two compartments ordinarily used for messing devoted most 
of the time to rearming activites, the maximum seating capa- 
city of 525 is reduced to about 400. A wartime complement 
on board, necessitates approximately six "relays" for each 
scheduled meal, although in actual practice the lines are 
continuous. 
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From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division THREE- ' 

(2) Commander Carrier Division ONE 

(3) Commander Carrier Division FIVE/ 

(4) Commander SEVENTH Fleet - 

(5) Commander Naval Forces, Far East - 

(6) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 26 July 1951 through 
24 August 1951 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 333.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

Encl: (1) CVG-101 conf ltr ser 030 dtd 27 August 1951; 

Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101 (26 July 
1951 - 24 August 195D p v \\ 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for 
the period 26 July 1951 through 24 August 1951 is hereby sub- 
mitted* 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions 
a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY - 
SEVEN confidential dispatch 221345Z of July and Commander 
Carrier Division THREE confidential dispatch 242242Z of July, 
the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) with Commander Carrier Division THREE 
and Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE embarked, got underway 
on the morning of 26 July 1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, 

to the operating area and rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN in the Sea of Japan on the morning of 2d July 1951. Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37. 
the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), and various heavy support and screen- 
ing ships. 

(2) The OTC.was RADM G. R. HENDERSON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. PRINCE- 
TON (CV-37). RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, Commander Carrier Di- 
vision THREE was second in command. 
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b. Missi ons 



(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77 1 s Operation Order 22-51. 

(2) The missions of the Task Force were to provide 
close air support, reconnaissance, [ interdiction, and air 
bombardment in order to destroy enemy forces, communications, 
and installations in support of United Nations Forces, and to 
protect the force against enamy air, surface and subsurface 
attacks i 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

26 July 1951 - 

At 0659 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for a 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan, 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted in the afternoon, 

27 July 1951 - 

At 0634, while passing through Van Dieman Straits, the 
BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. TINGEY (DD-539) and the 
U.S.S. MCDERMUT (DD-677) who acted as escorts to the operating 
area. 

While proceeding through the East China Sea, training 
flights were conducted. One F4U-4 was lost when it made a 
forced landing in the water as a result of engine failure caused 
by loss of oil pressure. The pilot was safely recovered by the 
helicopter. 

2S July 1951 - 

At 0945 the BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN off the east coast of Korea. The BON HOMME RICHARD, and 
two screening destroyers departed from the Task Force immediately 
prior to the BOXER* s rendezvous • 

At 1040 the first combat flight was launched with air 
operations continuing throughout the day. Aircraft hit assigned 
targets with excellent results. 

One F4U-5N crashed while making a night landing after 
striking the edge of the ramp. The plane was destroyed but the 
pilot, LTJG H. F. O'HARA was uninjured. 
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29 July 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished, precluding full sc&le 
operations. Night hecklers and ASP were launched however,, 
Conducted anti-aircraft firing at towed sleeve* 

30 July 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

31 July 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. Two defensive sorties 
were launched at 1830. 

1 August 1951 - 

Fog and heavy overcast over the force and target area 
limited air operations to defensive missions launched at 1830. 

2 August 1951 - 

Continued fog and overcast over the force and target 
area restricted air operations to late defensive sorties. 

3 August 1951 - 

Intermittent fog and overcast continued throughout 
the morning but abated sufficiently to permit the launching 
of eight (8) CAS sorties at 1330. 

4 August 1951 - 

Favorable flying weathgr permitted full scale air 
operations by aircraft of the BOXER and PRINCETON. 

One F4U-4 was lost when it settled into the water 
after take-off apparently from partial power failure. The pilot, 
LTJG H. B. RATHBONE was not recovered. 

5 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished during the morning. Oper- 
ational flights were launched at 1430. 

6 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. The forty-fifth thousandth- 
landing aboard the BOXER was made by LTJG S, M. RINES, VF-721, 
who piloted the first plane recovered. A total, of 98 sorties 
were launched. 
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7 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued, LT R. T. WALKER, USNR, made 
a water landing in Wonsan Harbor after his AD-2 was damaged by- 
flak. He was recovered uninjured by a helicopter from the 
U.S.S, TOLEDO and returned this date to the BOXER, 

3 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished during the morning when 
fog and haze over inland targets prevented the carrying out 
of early operations. Air operations were resumed in the after- 
noon o 

The destroyer screen, consisting of Destroyer Division 
91 and units of Destroyer Divisions 11 and 132 was relieved by 
Destroyer Division 12, Escort Destroyer Division "21, Destroyer 
Squadron 13 with units of Destroyer Division 131» 

9 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued, 

A jet Panther, side No, 112, crashed into the barrier 
on landing. The pilot was unable to extend the tail hook. The 
pilot "was uninjured but the aircraft suffered major overhaul 
damage . 

10 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

At 0650 the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD and screening 
destroyers rendezvoused with the Task Force. 

At 0315 Captain DENNIS J.- SULLIVAN, USN, reporting- as 
relief for Captain CAMERON BRIGGS, USN, Commanding Officer, 
U.S.S. BOXER, came aboard via helicopter from the BON HOMME 
RICHARD. 

At 0320 Commander Carrier Division THREE, aboard the 
U.S.S. BOXER, relieved Commander Carrier Division FIVE as 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and the U.S.S. PRINCETON, 
with Commander Carrier Division FIVE embarked, departed for 
Yokosuka, Japan, and the United States. 

11 August 1951 - 



Air operations continued. 




12 August 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

Air defense exercises and anti-aircraft firing were 
conducted in the afternoon, 

13 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued, 
Ik August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 

One F9F was lost when it settled into the water off 
the bow shortly after being catapulted. The pilot was recovered 
by helicopter. 

15 August 1951 - 



Air operations continued. 
16 August 1951 - 



The Task Force replenished. 



Anti-aircraft firing and air defense exercises were 
conducted in the afternoon. 



17 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. At 1030 CAPT DENNIS J. 
SULLIVAN relieved CAPT CAMERON BRIGGS as Commanding Officer 
of the BOXER. Informal change-of -command ceremonies were 
held on the flight deck after launching the first flight of 
the day, LTJG W. C. WINDSOR, USNR, was awarded the Purple 
Heart for injuries received 1 April 1951 and W. H. SPIVEY. 
ABC, USN, was awarded the Commendation Ribbon for .outstanding 
services. Letters of Commendation were given to those crew 
members whose outstanding service and devotion to duty merited 
this award. 



18 August 1951 - 

Air operations continued. 



19 August 1951 - 



The Task Force replenished. The Force deployed to the 
Northeast to avoid possible contact with typhoon MARGE. 



20 August 1951 - 

There were no air operations as the Task Force con- 
tinued to avoid contact with typhoon MARGE. 

21 August 1951 - 

There were no air operations due to inclement weather 
as influenced by typhoon MARGE in the operating area. 

22 August 1951 - 

Air operations which commenced on schedule were termin- 
ated at 1100 due to inclement weather over the operating area. 

At 0554 the U.S.S. ESSEX, with Commander Carrier Divi- 
sion ONE embarked, rendezvoused with the Task Force. 

At 1437 Commander Carrier Division ONE relieved Com- 
mander Carrier Division THREE as Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. 

At 1445 the BOXER, escorted by the U.S.S. WALLER (DDE- 
466), U.S.S. CONWAY (DDE-507), U.S.S. CONY (DDE-50S) , and the 
U.S.S. STORMES (DD-7S0), was detached from the Task Force and 
took departure for Yokosuka, Japan* 

23 August 1951 - 

Continued enroute Yokosuka, Japan in company with 
Escort Destroyer Division 21 (less DDE-327 plus DD-780). 
Scheduled gunnery exercises cancelled account unfavorable fly- 
ing weather and heavy seas. 

At 0733 the U.S.S. WALLER (DDE-466) detached to reridearous 
with the U.S.S. TOLEDO. 

24 August 1951 - 

Continued enroute Yokosuka, Japan. Scheduled gunnery 
exercises cancelled account unfavorable weather. 

At 1239 the remaining three units of Eseort Destroyer 
Division 21 detached to commence scheduled ASW exercises. 

At 1530 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, for a period of 
tender availability. 
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III Performance of Ordnanc 



Propeller Sortie e..., 912 

Jet Sorties . 364 

Sorties. .1276 

e Material and Equipment 



See enclosure (1) 
PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel. 
a. Casualties 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties during thi: 
period except those of the Air Group as reported in enclosure (1 
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PART VI Comments 

a, Operations Department 
(1) CIC 

(a) During this period the exercise "FLASH MAGENTA" 
(simulating "FLASH RED" utilizing returning strike aireraft as 
bogeys) was continued. The experience gained by plotting, in- 
tercepting, acquiring and designating multiple targets closing 
in a confined (60° - 90°) sector is considered invaluable. 

(b) Jet aircraft not using IFF continue to present 
a very serious problem, particularly at altitudes in excess of 
15,000 feet. While generally detected at an optimum range of 
40 miles, it is not unusual for a section to call in overhead 
without having been reported once. The seriousness of the in- 
ability to detect jet aircraft at altitude can be more readily 
appreciqted when one considers that these conditions prevail 
while searching with an average of 12 - 15 SPS-6B and Z SX 
radars, 

(c) It is felt that were it possible to install 
the SPS-6B radar antenna aboard this vessel in a less obstruct- 
ed location, th£ results obtained by its use would be greatly 
increased. The present location provides for a "blind" sector 
from approsimately 30 degrees forward of the starboard beam to 
40 degrees aft, 

(d) Since tae installation of variable elevation 
mechanism on the SX search system antenna a more favorable- 
blip-scan ratio, while conducting high altitude intercepts, 
particularly in the final stages, has been obtained. Elevating 
the search system beam of course reduces the effectiveness of 
the SX radar against low flying aircraft, 

b. Supply Department 

(1) Stores Sections: 

(a) Aviation Supply - During the period covered 
by this report, activity in the Aviation section of the Supply 
Department has progressed in a more satisfactory manner than 
in previous "at sea" periods of the current cruise with the 
exception of the continued high usage of F4U-4 wings . This 
critical item of long-standing in the Aviation Supply system 
is again being reflected in the non-availability of aircraft. 
Upon departing Fleet Activities, Yokosuka, all aircraft aboard 
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the BOXER were in an "up" status j s wings had been supplied- 
the two Corsair Squadrons aboard for their previous AOG's, and 
an- additional quantity of three (3) port and four (4) starboard 
were available in stock as spares. At the present time two (2) 
port wings and the complete stock of four (4) starboard wings 
have been issued, and still there are two (2) aircraft AOG for 
lack of starboard wings. Of the number of j toags^xeplflCQd, all 
but one were due to .. . Intflrtflr gYpTaaion or £0 calibre machine J 
guns* The~determination of cause for these explosions is con- 1 
sidered beyond the scope of the Supply Department, and has been 
covered in detail by pertinent RUDM's. To highlight this criti- 
cal problem of spare wings, during the current cruise since 
March 2nd, the Aviation Supply Officer has issued 26 F4U-4 wings, 
of which approximately 17 have been for replacement of wings 
damaged by blast tube explosions. Currently, to meet the prob- 
lem of the shortage of Corsair wings aboard, the BOXER has on 
requisition five (5) replacement wings, which are enroute from 
Continental United States; however, of this number three (3) . 
are reworked Class 265 material. 



c. Air Department . 

(1) On 7 August 1951 | during a take off run a Corsair 
caught a Davis barrier nylon strap with the tail wheel. The 
plana continued to make a normal take-off and flew a CAP flight 
without incident. A normal carrier landing was made with the 
nylon strap still streaming from the tail wheel. 

(2) On 3 August 1951, during a normal recovery, a hung 
rocket from a Corsair dropped to the deck without firing and 
struck the number 1 barrier cables with sufficient force to 
break the shear pins which are designed to sustain a force of 
2250 pounds. The barrier operator had lowered the barrier in 
such a manner that the rocket passed under the cables and was 
trapped by its fins as it was sliding up the deck. 

(3) On 9 August 1951 the pilot of an F9F-2B reported 
that he was unable to extend his tailhook* After burning Cut 
fuel to a low state, a carrier no-hook landing was ordered. 
Number 2, 4, and 5 barriers, rigged Davis, were used and a 
barricade of five (5) tractors was set approximately 70 feet 
ahead of the number 5 barrier. The plane made a normal approach 
and touched down at the number 3 cross-deck pendant in a nose 
high attitude. While still in this attitude the plane engaged 
the number 2 barrier and bounced back into the air. The bounce 
changed the attitude from a nose high to a nose low attitude 
and the main gear oleos extended to their maximum length. At 
this time the number 4 barrier engaged and sheared the main gear.i 
Continuing up the deck the number 5 barrier was actuated by \ 
the 20MM guns in the nose, the barrier catching the nosewheel. 
The nosewheel held until the plane hit the tractor barricade 
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where it was finally brought to a stop. Failure of the land- 
lag gea> is attributed to the fact that the oleos were fully 
extended and the number 4 barrier cables engaged the main gear 
very low resulting in a moment of force on the main struts 
which was beyond the strength capacity of those members The 
aircraft will require a major overhaul. Only one of the trac- 
tors was damaged. 

(4) Throughout the period numerous incidents have 
occurred in which the tail hooks of jet aircraft have dropped 
out while the planes were taxiing up the deck after recovery 
and have torn the Davis barrier from its anchor plate. Number 
5 barrier has suffered the predominate number of these accidents. 
Investigation reveals that the most probable cause for the 
hooks dropping is that the tail hook of the F9F-2B is held in the 
the up position by an electrical relay switch and that a reduc- 
tion in throttle affects the potential to the relay switch 
causing the hook to drop. In an attempt to avoid future damage 
to the barriers, jet pilots have been instructed to hold the 
tail hook switch in the up position until clear of the number 
5 barrier. 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 5200.10 



From: Commanding Officer 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN 
(2| Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Fcrces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 3 September 1951 through 
5 October 1951 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 33S.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

Encl: (1) CVG-101 conf ltr ser 056 dtd 5 October 1951: 

(Action Report of Carrier Air Group 101, 3 September 
through 5 October 1951) fl>»l* 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the action report for the 
period 3 September 1951 through 5 October 1951 is hereby sub- 
mitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

a. Composition . 

(1) In accordance with Task Element 77.02 confidential 
dispatch 300002Z of August 1951, the U.3.S. BOXER (CV-21), with 
Commander Carrier Division THREE and Carrier Air Group ONE HUN- 
DRED ONE embarked, got underway on the morning of 3 September 
1951 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the operating area and 
rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan 
on the morning of 5 September 1951. Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 
was composed of the U.S. 3. ESSEX (CV-9), the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-* 
and various heavy support and screening ships. 

(2) The 0TC was RADM John PERRY, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division ONE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9). 
RADM W. G. T0MLINS0N, USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE, 
was second in command. 

b. Mission. 



(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77 's Operation Order 22-51. 
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(2) The mission of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was 
ras follows: 

(a) Conduct air operations from an operating 
area off the coast of Korea to provide close air support of 
friendly troop operations, interdiction of enemy route of 
movement and supply, and armed reconnaissance of .enemy in- 
stallations and lines of communications. 

(b) Provide air cover for replenishment ships 1 
and other friendly naval surface forces when necessary. 

(c) ^Protect the force against air, surface and 
subsurface attacks. 

(d) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when 

directed. 

(e) Conduct photo and visual reconnaissance as 

required. 

(f) Coordinate air operations with the Fifth Air ' 
Force through JOC, Korea. 

(g) Exchange intelligence information with friandl? 
naval forces engaged in surface interdiction operations on the 
east coast of Korea. 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

3 September 1951 - 

At 0#30 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for rendez- 
vous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

At 1540 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. 
TOLEDO. Air defense and anti-aircraft firing exercises were 
conducted during the afternoon. 

4 September 1951 - 

At 0#10 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. 
STORME (DD-730), the U.S.S. CONY (DD-507) and the U.S.S. CONWAY 
(DDE-50S). 

During the afternoon seventy-two (72) training flights 
were launched. The forty-six thousandth landing aboard the 
BOXER was made by a Corsair of VF-791, piloted by LT CHARLES 
H. HARPER. An AD was slight^ damaged when it made a barrier 
crash after failing to engage initial arresting wires. Damage 
was repairable aboard. 
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5 September 1951 - 

At 0333 the U.S. a BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. The Task Force replenished. 

6 September 1951 - 

At 0545 the first combat flight was launched with air 
operations continuing throughout the day. Clear skies permitted 
all aircraft to hit their assigned targets with excellent re- 
sults. A total of one hundred one (101) sorties were launched. 

7 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. One hundred seven (107) 
combat sorties were launched. LT W. L. LAMB sustained super- 
ficial cuts and lacerations around the head and face when hit 
by gears shattered by AA fire. An AD was slightly damaged 
when it crashed into barrier after failing to engage initial 
arresting Cables, In recognition of the excellent results 
of the morning bridge strike during which 10 bridges were 
destroyed or damaged, RADM John PERRY sent the following mess- 
ages "YOUR MULTIBRIDGE DESTRUCTIONS EVENT FOUR OUTSTANDING X 
TO ALL PARTICIPANTS A WELL DONE X 

3 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued but were somewhat curtailed 
by adverse weather over the force and target area. One F4U 
suffered probable strike damage when recovered with only the 
left gear extended. The pilot was uninjured. A total of 
eighty-three (#3) sorties were launched, 

9 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished, 

10 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0910, a total 
of eighty-eight (33) combat sorties were launched, 

11 September 1951 - 

Eighty-seven (37) highway and rail interdiction strikes, 
bridge strikes and photo missions were launched throughout the 
day, 

12 September 1951 - 

Offensive and defensive air operations continued. A 
total of 36 combat sorties were launched. 
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13 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. During the afternoon, 
twenty-two (22) combat sorties were launched. Results of 
the strikes were reported excellent. 

14 September 1951 - |X 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0425, l^ftota? 
of one hundred three (103) aircraft were launched against North 
Korean targets, 

15 September 1951 - 

Adverse weather over the target area limited air c.p^ra- 
tions to thirty (30) sorties. Early morning heckler flights ', 
and weather recomnaissance missions were launched. 

16 September 1951 - 

With the return of favorable flying weather, a total 
of 105 bridge and photo strikes and transportation interdiction 
sorties were launched commencing at 0425. 

BOXER helicopter recovered an ESSEX man who was thrown 
overboard during the fire on the ESSEX which resulted from a 
deck crash. Efforts to find other personnel were not successful 



Four (4) 
recovered by the 



F9F's and two (2) F2H's of the ESSEX were 
BOXER during the fire on the ESSEX flight deck. 



17 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Six (6) ESSEX jets, recovered 
during the deck fire on the ESSEX, were launched. A total of 
one hundred six (106) sorties were launched, 

18 September 1951 - 

After 36 morning sorties were launched, the Task Force 
replenished.. 

One (1) F4U piloted by LTJG P0D0RS0N of VF-884 was shot 
down by AA fire and was presumed to have exploded upon crashing.. 
The pilot was not seen to leave the plane. ResCaps over the 
area failed to disclose fate of pilot, 

LT PODORSON's wingman, LT R. N. PITNER of VF^791, was 
forced to land at K-18 after his plane was severely damaged by 
AA fire. The aircraft suffered overhaul damage which nscessi-^ 
tated its transfer to a FA3R0N unit.. 
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One (1) F4U span into the water shortly after take- 
off because of partial loss of power. The pilot was recovered 
by helicopter., 

19 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued, eighty-two (#2) effective 
sorties being launched. 

LTJG P. M. FANT of VA-702 made a water landing ten (10) 
miles off shore after his AD was damaged by AA fire. LTJG 
FANT was recovered by the H.M.S. ANZAC. 

The forty seven thousandth landing aboard the BOXER 
was made by LTJG R« SMITH of VA-702. 

At 1500, Commander Carrier Division THREE, aboard the 
/U.S.S. BOXER relieved Commander Carrior Division ONE as Com- 
, / mander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and the U.S. 3. ESSEX with 
\s Commander Carrier Division ONE embarked, departed for Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

20 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. A total of eighty-three (#3) 
offensive and defensive sorties were launched, 

LCDR E. ROSSON, VA-702, was forced to crash-land his 
plane south of KILCHU, in North Korea, after his plane was 
damaged by AA fire- Pilots from the BOXER and BON HOMME RI CHART 
flew rescap for approximately two and one half (2^) hours over 
LCDR ROSSON until his rescue by helicopter was effected. 

21 September 1951 - 

Commencing at 0#56, at total of #7 sorties were launched. 
Successful rail and highway interdiction strikes, bridge attacks 
and photo missions were accomplished. 

22 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

23 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0426., early 
morning hecklers were the first of eighty-six (£6) combat 
sorties launched as strikes against rail and highway facilities 
and bridges and as photo missions. 
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24 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued with successful highway 
and rail interdiction strikes, bridge attacks and photo 
reconnaissance missions. Seventy-nine (79) sorties were 
launched. 

25 September 1951 - 

Air operations continued. A total of eighty-three 
(£3) combat sorties were launched in offensive and defensive 
missions, 

26 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

27 September 1951 - 

Commencing at 0900, a total of severity- ( 70 ) offensive 
and defensive sorties were launched. 

2& September 1951 - 

Adverse weather over the force and target area restrict 
ed air operations to ten (10) launched sorties. 

29 September 1951 - 

Continued inclement weather over the operating area 
and the force restricted operations to defensive and weather 
reconnaissance missions. A total of fourteen (14) sorties 
were launched. 

30 September 1951 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

Air defense exercises were conducted in the afternoon. 

/ RADM W. G. TOMLINSON, Commander Carrier Division THREE , 

I / and Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN transferred his flag 
V to the U.S. S. BON HOMME RICHaRD (CV-31). 

1 October 1951 - 

With favorable weather, air operations continued. A 
total of eighty-seven [87) offensive and defensive sorties were 
launched. 
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2 October 1951 - 



Air operations continued. Commencing with early morn- 
ing hecklers at 0430, a total of #6 defensive and offensive com- 
bat sorties were launched. 

3 October 1951 - 

A total of eighty-four (#4) offensive and defensive 
missions were flown throughout the day. 

One (1) F4U, piloted by LCDR A. Y. STURDIVANT, VF-791, 
was hit by AA fire while making a rail break attack in the 
vicinity of Wonsan* LCDR. STURDIVANT made a water landing in 
Wonsan Harbor whore he was picked up by a crash boat from a 
friendly island and delivered uninjured to U.3.S. SHIELDS 
(DD-596). 

At 1705, in accordance with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
022159Z of October 1951, the USS BOXER with the cruiser TOLEDO, 
and DD's KEYES (787), EVERSOLE* ( 76*9 ) , and SHELTON (790), left 
the formation of CTF-77 and departed for the continental United 
States via Yokosuka, Honshu, Japan, 

Upon departure the following message was received from 
VADM H. M. MARTIN, Commander SEVENTH Fleet: "YOUR PERFORMANCE 
OF DUTIES, AIR GROUP, OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE CREW , HAS BEEN 
OUTSTANDING X YOUR DEVOTION TO DUTY AND TIRELESS EFFORTS IN 
SUPPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS ACTION IN KOREA HAS EXEMPLIFIED 
THE SPIRIT AND DETERMINATION OF THE FREE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD 
IN THE PRESENT CRITICAL STRUGGLE X WELL DONE AND GOOD LUCK 
AND MAY YOU HAVE A PLEASANT VOYAGE HOMEWARD X" 

4 October 1951 - 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted during the morning 

hours* 

5 October 1951 - 

At 1325 thirteen (13) F9F-2B aircraft were launched for 
Kisarazu Air Base and twenty (20) F4U-4, fifteen (15) AD-2 and 
one (1) AD-4Q were launched for NAS, fitsugi. These aircraft 
to be retained in the replacement pool. 

At 1719, the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, to commence 
off-loading in anticipation of onward routing to the U.S. 
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Total Propeller Sorties. 1351 
Total Jet Sorties...*..,.., 532 
Total Sorties..... 1883 




PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Ammunition 
Expenditures 

a# No shipboard 'ordnance casualties were experienced 
during the period of this report. 

b. See enclosure (1) for ammunition expenditures. 

PART IV Battle Damage . 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclo- 
sure (1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that 
suffered by BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel. 

a. There were no combat personnel casualties during this 
period except those of the Air Group as reported in enclosure 
(1). 

PART VI C&nments . 
a. Operations . 

(1) Air Operations, 

(a) During the tour of this vessel in the Far 
East it has been the practice to schedule one spare aircraft 
as a spnre for each four "go" planes. By the use of this 
system very few missions departed under scheduled strength. 
The policy of combining like type aircraft for scheduling pur- 
poses facilitated this. However some difficulties were en- 
countered, particularly when pilots of the two F4U-4 squadrons 
were scheduled for the same launch, one squadron taking the 
strike and the other close air support or naval gunfire spot. 
When insufficient aircraft were available it was necessary 
to brief pilots of spare aircraft for both missions. Pilots 
of one squadron were naturally reluctant to be launched as 
a spare for a flight of the other squadron. It is felt that 
this situation could be remedied by establishing the policy 
that when two squadrons operating the same type aircraft are 
embarked together that they be treated as one tactical organi- 
zation, maintaining separate squadron identity only in an 
administrative sense. 

(2) Air Intelligence. 

(a) Due to necessary physical limitations on space 
aboard a carrier, the problem of adequate display area is 
apparent in the space allotted for the air intelligence office. 




It has been found that the display surfaces can be effectively- 
doubled by the construction of a sliding panel map display case 
approximately twenty (20) feet long, reaching from the deck to 
the overhead. This instaHL&ion occupies only twenty (20) square 
feet of deck space with ten panels each ten feet'iong, 

(3) Photo Lab 

(a) While the performance of the photographic 
personnel aboard the BOXER has recently been commended by 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN, it is the opinion of this 
command that a greater volume of equally high quality work could 
be produced more expeditiously if negative and print dryers 
of an increased capacity and rate were available. Present 
dryers are considered adequate for the processing of routine 
aerial photographs, however, if photos of targets of a-mobile 
nature are taken it is necessary that, to be of value, they 
be processed and evaluated within two to four hours after taken,, 

b# Air Department , 

(1) Jet blast deflectors were used during this operat- 
ing period sufficiently to indicate their great value in expedit 
ing flight deck operations when jet aircraft are being launched 
The value of the jet blast deflector is twofold. Elimination 
of the severe flow of hot exhaust down the deck lends to greate 
safety of personnel and allows greater freedom in the handling 
of aircraft with wings folded at the deck edge elevator. Modi- 
fications applied to the original installations have included, 
changing the sheaves over which the actuating cables run, in- 
creasing clearances to allow for heat expansion and strengthen- 
ing deflector vane inserts which had been cracking in the welded 
joints. Occasional failure of the motor resulted from overload- 
ing the circuits however, and the increasing of the capacity of 
the presently installed motor is considered essential to the 
satisfactory operation of the equipment, 

c« Gunnery Department , 

(1) The steam winches in operation with the Burtoning 
Rig for loading ammunition at sea have been found to be much 
slower in operation than those winches used on the ammunition 
ships. This condition caused some difficulty when the winch 
operator on the servicing vessel would allow the whip to run 
free on loads being discharged or attempt to retrieve the hook 
faster than the steam winches were able to release. It is 
recommended that if available a faster operating winch be in- 
stalled, 

(2) It was found that whenever necessary to transfer 
freight or mail from a tanker the whole operation is greatly 
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facilitated by the use of the carrier highline equipment. 
This equipment is always immediately available and the use 
of the tanker highline requires at least a ten minute delay 
for disassembly of the carrier highline equipment* 

d # Medical Department . 

(1) Shortly before departure from the operating area 
members of the 406th Blood Bank Group, Tokyo, Japan, were 
invited to come aboard the BOXER to participate in the col- 
lection of bl'od donations for UN Forces in Korea from the 
members of the BOXER crew and members of embarked Carrier 
Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE. Commencing the day prior to de- 
parting the operating area for Yokosuka and continuing for 
the two days enroute a total of 2,377 pints were donated* 
The following commendatory dispatch was received from the 
Chief ox Naval Operations: "ARMED FOR CHS BLOOD DONATION OF 
2;wy PINTS IN THRhJU DAYS BY BOXER PERSONNEL WIIG T ?ERE CONDUCTING 
CARRIER AIR OPERATION OFF KOREA SETS RECORD ^CR WHICH ALL NAVY 
IS PROUD X TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN WHO GAVE THEIR BLOOD THAT 
THEIR COMRADES IN ARMS MIGHT LIVE X WELL DONE" 



Copy to 

CNO (2 advance) 
CinCPacFlt (5) (2 advance) 
ComAirPac (10) (2 advance) 
ComFairAlameda 

CinCPacFlt Evaluation Group (5) 

ComNavFE 

Com7thFlt 

CTF-77 (2 advance) 

ComCarDiv ONE 

ComCarDiv THREE 

ComCarDiv FIVE 

U.S.S.. PRINCETON (CV-37) 

U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) 

U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 

U.S.S. BON HOME RICHARD (CV-31) 

U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) 

U.S.S. ANTIETAM (CV-36) 

CVG-2 

CVG-5 

CVG-11 

CVG-15 

CVG-19 

CVG-101 (5) 

CVG-102 



' 5), J. SULLIVAN 
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U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) CV2l/02-ces 
c/o Fleet Post Office A4-3 
San Francisco, California Ser 



nCP| $$t|f t|l DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 0136 

Uturawwlrc 1 Formation declassified after 12 years 1 q 

DOO OIR 5200.10 " 
From: Commanding Officer 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet" 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 10 March through 2 May 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480,4 dtd 1 July 1951 

(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 3480.1 of 1 September 1951 

Encl: (l) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 04 dtd 2 May 1952; Action Reoort 
of Carrier Air Group TWO (10 March 1952 - 2 May 1952) 

1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report 
for the period 10 March through 2 May 1952 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with Commander Fleet Air Hawaii c :i- 
fidential dispatch 29OC08Z of February, the U.S.S. E0XER (CV- ), 
with Carrier Air Group TWO embarked, deoarted Pearl Harbor, T.n., 
1 March 1952. Staff, Commander Carrier' Division THREE was em- 
barked as passengers. The ship proceeded to Yokosuka, Japan, 
arriving 10 March 1952, and reported to Commander Task Force 
SEVENTY- SEVEN. The period 10 March to 29 March 1952 was devoted 
to operational training and to such repair and replenishment 

as were practicable while anchored in Truman Bay, Yokosuka, The 
ship was granted an upkeep period from 10 to 14 March. During 
the period 14 March to 28 March the BOXER was the ready carrier. 
Operational training was conducted in the vicinity of Honshu 
from 16 to 18 March and 24 to 25 March. 

(2) In compliance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN confidential dispatch 250532Z of March the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21), with Carrier Air Group TWO embarked, got underway on 
the morning of 29 March 1952 and proceeded from Yokosuka, Japan, 
to the operating area and rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN in the Sea of Japan on the morning of 31 March 1952. Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN vas oorcposed of the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV- 
45), the U.S.S. r rT~ I.P?i:;3 oEA (CV-47), and various heavy sup- 
port and screening siiips. 
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(3) The OTC was RADM F. W. .McMAHON, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY 
FORGE (CV-45). RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
THREE was second in Command and embarked in the U.S.S. PHILIP- 
PINE SEA (CV-47). 

b* Mission 

(1) The Task Force was operating in accordance with 
CTF-77 1 s Operation Order 22-51. 

(2) The mission of Task Force SEVENTY - SEVEN was as 

follows: 

(a) Conduct air operations from an operating area 
off the coast of Korea, to provide close air support of friendly 
troop operations, interdiction of enemy route of movement and 
supply, and armed reconnaissance of enemy installations and 
lines of communications. 

(b) Provide r.ir cover for replenishment ships and 
other friendly naval surface forces when necessary. 

(c) Protect the force against air, surface and sub- 
surface attacks. 

(d) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when 

directed. 

(e) Conduct photo and visual reconnaissance as re- 
quired. 

(f ) Coordinate air operations with the Fifth Air 
Force through JOC, Korea. 

(g) Exchange intelligence information with friendly 
naval forces engaged in surface interdiction operations on the 
east coast of Korea. 

PART II Chronological Order gf Events 

1 March 1952 - 

Enroute Pearl Harbor, T. H. , to Yokosuka, Japan. 

10 Marah 1952 - 

Moored at buoy in Truman Bay, Yokosuka, performing 
necessary upkeep rnd repair. 
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16 March - 18 March 1952 - 

Underway operational training. 

19 March - 23 March 1952 - 

Moored at buoy in Truman Bay as Ready Carrier. Neces- 
sary upkeep, rapair and replenishment was effected. 

24 March - 26 March 1952 - 

Underway operational training period. Flight operations 
curtailed by adverse weather. 

27 March - 28 March 1952 - 

• Moored at buoy, Truman Bay, Yokosuka, for necessary " 
upkeep, repairs and r eplenishment • 

29 March 1952 - 

At 0600 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, to join 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

At 0755 the BOXER rendezvoused with the U.S.S. FECHTELER 
(DD-870). 

30 March 1952 - 

Air defense and anti-aircraft firing exercise were con- 
ducted during the afternoon. A total of 65 operational train- 
ing flights were launched. 

31 March 1952 - 

At 1057, the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), in company with U.S.S. 
FECHTELER (DD-870), rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN 
At 1400 the first combat sorties were launched. A total of 
thirty-two (32) sorties were flown to familiarize the pilots 
with recco routes, terrain features, and CTF-77 operational tech- 
niques. 

1 April 1952 - 

Air operations contined. A total of sixty-one sorties 
were launched. These missions included Armed Recco, rail in- 
terdiction and photo coverage. 

2 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 
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3 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Commencing at 0445 with 
Early Morning Hecklers a total of eighty-eight (83) sorties 
were launched. Four trucks, five ox carts, three warehouses, 
twelve buildings and five fuel dumps were destroyed, thirty- 
seven rail cuts made and other damage inflicted. 

4 April 1952 - 

Air- operations continued, LT Nicholas REDEYE, VA-65, 
made the 51 , 000th landing aboard the BOXER, Two ADs and one 
F4U-4 sustained minor damage due to flak, 

5 April 1952 - 

A total of ninety-two (92) sorties were launched. The 
Morning Hecklers aggressively and successfully attacked a freight 
train in North Korea, CTF-77 dispatched as follows: 

"PAT ON BACK (HIGH UP) TO YOUR MORNING HECKLERS TODAY" 
Two F9F-2 sustained minor damage due to flak, 

6 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. Air defense and anti-air- 
craft firing exercises were conducted in the afternoon, 

7 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Seventy-nine (79) sorties 
were launched with effective results. One locomotive and tender 
were destroyed as well as six trucks and several boats, 

$ April 1952 - 

No air operations due to fog and adverse weather over 
the force and target area, 

9 April 1952 - 

No air operations due to fog and inclement weather over 
force and target area, 

10 April 1952 - 

With favorable weather, air operations were resumed. 
Primary targets for the day were gun positions in the Wonsan 
area which were successfully attacked. 




11 April 1952 - 



Air operations were discontinued at approximately 1200 
due to overcast and adverse weather. The Task Force retired 
to the replenishment area. 

12 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

13 April 1952 - 

Group strikes wore launched against Chongjin in extreme 
Northeast Korea, A total of one hundred thirty-two (132) sor- 
ties were launched with excellent results. One F4U, one F9F 
and one AD sustained minor damage due to flak. 

14 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Thirty one (31) rail cuts 
were made, two rail bridges destroyed and thirty four camou- 
flaged trucks attacked, 

15 April 1952 - 

A total of sixty-six (66) offensive and defensive com- 
bat sorties were launched. Carrying forty eight tons of ord- 
nance, two package targets were seriously damaged and 15 rail 
cuts made. 

16 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

17 April 1952 - 

Adverse weather delayed air operations until 1500, A 
total of fifty-four (54) combat sorties were launched during 
the late afternoon. These effected twenty rail cuts, destruc- 
tion of two boxcars and unassessed damage on troops, buildings 
and flak positions, 

IS April 1952 - 

Air operations commenced at 1345 and continued until 
2150. A total of eighty eight sorties were launched. An AD, 
piloted by LCDR W. P. NESL, VA-65, crashed twenty miles north- 
east of Wonsan, when the port wing sheared off at the fuselage 
apparently as a result of a hit by anti-aircraft fire. LCDR 
NEEL was not seen to leave the plane prior to the crash. Three 
locomotives and fifteen boxcars in the Hankymyong Marshalling 



Yards were destroyed. 

19 April 1952 - 

Air operations were curtailed by adverse weather. A 
total of fifty four (54) sorties were launched. They accomplish 
ed rail cuts, destruction of four trucks, and damage or des- 
truction to numerous buildings. One F4U was Slightly damaged 
by flak, 

20 April 1952 - 

One hundred (100) forties were launched throughout the 
day, terminating with the Night Hecklers who landed at 2145# 
Three hundred (300) feet of rail track were destroyed, fifty 
three rail cuts made, a package target effectively damaged and 
other damage or destruction inflicted, 

21 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished, 

22 April 1952 - 

A total of ninety-two (92) sorties were launched through- 
out the day. ENS S. W. HENDERSON, VF-64, piloting an F4U, was 
shot down by enemy anti-aircraft fire in the vicinity of Hung- 
nam, ENS HENDERSON made a successful water landing in Hungnam 
Bay and was picked up by the destroyer, U.S.S. RUPURTUS. The 
pilot was wounded about the face and neck but his condition 
is not considered to be serious. It is anticipated that this 
pilot) will return to flight status during the next operational 
period, 

• ENS Ralph A. WALLIN of VF-24, piloting an F9F, made 
the 52,OOOth landing on the BOXER upon his return from a strike 
in North Korea, 

23 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. RADM JOHN PERRY relieved 
RADM F. W. McMAHON and assumed command of CTF-77 and Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE, 

2k April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Morning Hecklers destroyed 
four and damaged twenty six boxcars and two trucks. 




25 April 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. CTE 92.11 sent the follow- 
ing dispatch: 

"WISH TO REPORT A WELL DONE BY BOXER REARMING FROM 
RAINIER X MAINTAINED AVERAGE RATE OF 203.4 TONS PER 
HOUR WHICH MAY BE NEW RECORD" 

CTF-77 dispatched the following: 

"CTE-92.11 HAS INFORMED ME THAT AVERAGE RATE TRANSFER 
BETWEEN RAINIER AND BOXER DURING REARMING TODAY WAS 
203.4 TONS PER HOUR X INSOFAR AS RECORDS AVAILABLE TO 
ME ARE CONCERNED THIS MAY BE A NEW RECORD X WELL DONE" 

Anti-aircraft firing was conducted during the afternoon. 

26 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Inclement weather delayed 
morning operations until 1130 hours. A total of seventy-one 
(71) offensive and defensive sorties were launched during the 
remainder of the day and evening. 

ENS Herman RADTKE, VF-24, in an F9F, piloted the 12,000th 
plane to be catapulted from the BOXER. This cat-shot was made 
from the port catapult and established a new fleet reaord. 

27 April 1952 - 

Air operations consisted of ninety-five strike, recco, 
photo and defensive missions. Twenty-two rail cars were destroy- 
ed and five hundred feet of rail track northwest of Wonsan was 
thoroughly cut. 

23 April 1952 - 

Inclement weather, fog and rain over the Task Force and 
target area forced cancellation of air operations at approxi- 
mately 1300. During the afternoon the Task Force replenished 
aviation gasoline and fuel oil supplies. 

29 April 1952 - 

Air operations continued. LTJG F. A. RICE, VF-63, 
bailed out over Wonsan Harbor when a cockpit fire developed 
in his corsair (F4U). LTJG RICE was picked up by helicopter 
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from LST 1077 and taken aboard the destroyer U.S.S. CUNNINGHAM. 
His injuries were confined to burns about the hands and face. 

30 Apri; 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

The U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37) joined the Task Force. 

-At 1321 the BOXER, in company with the U.S.S. BUCK 
(DD-761), the U.S.S. LOFBERG (DD-759J and U.S.S. J. W. THOM- 
SON (DD-.760), departed from the Task Force enroute to Yokosuka 
via Van Dieman Straits for a period of repair, upkeep and rest 
and recreation. 

The BOXER and the accompanying destroyers comprised 
TE-77.04, OTC being ComDesDiv-7 aboard the U.S.S. LOFBERG (DD- 
759). 

1 May 1952 - 

BOXER enroute to Yokosuka. Anti-aircraft firing and 
air defense drills were conducted during the afternoon. 

2 May 1952 - 

At 15 56 the BOXER moored at Piedmont Pier, Truman Har- 
bor, Yokosuka, Japan, for a period of in-port av<?ilability and 
rest and recreation. 
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PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See enclosure (1). 

PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered 
by BOXER aircraft. 

PART 7 Personnel 

a. Casualties : 

(1) There were no combat personnel casualties suffered 
by Ship t s Company personnel as a result of enemy action. Air 
Group casualties are reported in enclosure (1) of this report. 

Performance : 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been excel- 
lent during the period of this report. During this period the 
average on-board count of personnel was 1965, which number was 
satisfactory. The total losses of various reasons were eighty- 
one (Si); this was offset by 165 gains. 

(2) The critical shortage o f potty officers continues 
in the EM, IC, BT, VK, KM, QM, and SK rates. Every effort is 
being made to prosecute a vigorous on-board training program 
to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for perforffiiag 
duty assignments in higher ratings. 

(3) The recent inauguration of an orientation and in- 
doctrination program for non-rated personnel newly received 
aboard the BOXER has proved to be beneficial to this command 
as well as to the men concerned. Each department has had an 
opportunity to explain to the men its functions and responsi- 
bilities aboard ship* Upon completion of the program, the 
personnel officer has interviewed each man and assigned him 
his permanent billet, taking into consideration his personal 
preferences and the overall needs of the ship. 

c« Recreation : 

(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare and recreation of officers and enlisted men during the 
period of this report: 
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(a) Issue of daily news sheet. 

(b) Daily newscast over P. A. system. 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

(d) -Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one 
hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

(e) Exercise room for physical conditioning of 

officers. 

(f) Divine Services were held as follows: Catholic 
Mass daily; Protestant Worship every Sunday; Latter Day Saints 
services every week; Christian Science services every week; 
Jewish services every week. 

(g) Ship*s Library was open at regular hours for 

all hands. 

(h) Sightseeing tours were conducted in Japan. 

(i) Glee Club formed by members of Ship's Company 
and embarked Air Group. 

(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 
eighty-five (85) different programs were shown a total of two 
hundred eighty-seven (2&7) times. A late night program was 
shown in the Training Room for personnel unable to attend regu- 
lar showings. 

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized. Craft supplies 
were leather, plastic, models and paints. The space occupied 
by the shop is quite small and no work is actually done there. 
The space is used only for the sale of materials. It is esti- 
mated that approximately ten (10) percent of the crew were en- 
gaged in hobby craft work. 

PART VI Comments 

a. Operations 

(1) CIC 

(a) Although tfask force operations were new to a 
large percentage of assigned personnel, the degree of training 
was such that no difficulties were experienced upon our joining 
Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN. On 16 April, fourteen (14) seamen 
were rated as Radarmen Third Class. The on-board count of both 
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rated and non-rated personnel is still below authorized allow- 
ances; the pers6nnel problem is serious but not critical. 

(b) All functionsof CIC were performed with the 
exception of radar count ermeasures. Due to present antennae 
installation, the only signal which can be intercepted is that 
of our own SPS-6B radar. Since the SPS~6B is in continuous 
operation, no RADCM is possible* 

(c) The SX radar was the most reliable system for 
air search and air control* The reliable detection range for 
jet aircraft was thirty-five miles, and for prop aircraft was 
seventy miles. The system has been in operation continuously 
and no major discrepancies occurred. Although the SPS-6B pro- 
vides a greater detection range for jet aircraft, the blind 
sector, from 060° relative to 130° relative, greatly reduces 
its use for air search, A study is now being made upon which 
to base recommendations for the relocation of the SPS-6B an- 
tennae to eliminate this blind sector. 

(2) Photo Interpretation 

(a) The BOXEIt Photo Interpretation Officer reported 
aboard at Pearl Harbor. After visits to other carriers in the 
forward area while in Yokosuka, the extent of the present P.I. 
work load was realized and enlisted personnel and temporary 
space were acquired prior to the ship's joing the Task Force. 
At present the Flag Intelligence Office space is being utilized 
for this work but arrangements for a permanent space location 
must be made before the next period of operation as this spece 
will be returned to the staff. It is recommended a space suf~~"~ 
cient to lay out mosaics ten feet long should be permanently 
assigned to ship's Photo Interpretation in addition to the as- 
signed Air Intelligence spaces. Also, to assure the necessary 
assistance of enlisted personnel trained in photo interpreta- 
tion, it is recommended that two qualified men be assigned to 
the ship on TAD from VC-61 at the time the Photo Interpretation 
Officer receives his orders. 

(3) Air Intelligence 

(a) The transfer of intelligence materials and 
Ehoto files from the ESSEX (carrier relieved) was made with 
insufficient time to properly check classified materials signed 
for bv the BOXER Intelligence Officer. It is recommended in 
the event the two carriers, will not be in contact for at least 
four hours these materials be off loaded and placed in a guard 
mail status ashore prior to the arrival of the relieving carrier 
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(b) Chart service to the BOXER was very good at 
all Air Navigation Offices contacted and despite the large 
number of 1:50,000 charts required for rail strikes no defi- 
ciencies occurred. On the 1:250,000 charts GEOREF grid co- 
ordinates were received in place of ITEM on four chart series 
and a reorder was necessary. The initial issue of charts was 
covered with frisket paper which has made replacements due to 
wear and misuse negligible. 

(c) Within the barter kits received for issue to 
pilots, the small plastic compass in twenty-five kits were 
broken open and the ball point pens in all kits were defective. 

(4) Communications 

(a) Message Reduction. 

This command hag had good results in. reducing 
outgoing traffic by using the letter "R n in the appropriate 
space on smooth write-up copies, to denote the Releasing Offi- 
cer of each outgoing dispatch. 

It is recommended that the originator of the 
daily bomb-line message (JOC Korea) use a plaindress heading* 
This would eliminate about one hundred groups of each such 
message. 

(b) Jot Homing 

It is recommended that an automatic homing sig- 
nal device (Trout) for jets be installed. Present manual keyin 
of the Trout keeps one man continuously on watch. An automatic 
device would free this man for other duties. 

(c) UHF RATT 

• Considerable difficulty prevailed with UHF 
communications, voice and RATT, primarily caused by material 
difficulties. 

(d) Personnel Shortage 

While not critical during this period, the loss 
of qualified Radiomen and Quartermasters (Signalmen) during the 
next three (3) months will reduce the rated personnel to such 
a point that efficient operations will be extremely difficult. 
Intensive training of strikers is being conducted with good re- 
sults, but a striker of two to six months experience will not 
likely fill the billet of a First or Second Class Petty Officer 
with any degree of success. By 1 August, unless replacements 
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are received, this -command will have seven rated Radiomen of 
twenty-one allowed, and two rated Quartermasters (Signalmen) 
of twelve allowed. 

(5) Photographic Laboratory 

(a) The BOXER, operating with CTF-77 for the third 
time, still lacks sufficient space to carry out, efficiently, 
all phases of operational photography : required by present oper- 
ations. It was necessary to place a new Matte Dryer in dead 
storage in order to make space available for a copy camera. Also, 
although the allowance of A10-A film dryers is three, this ship 
has only one because of lack of space to install the dryers. 
Consequently the film and paper drying process has been slowed 
down considerably. 

(b) K-17 Reconnaissance Photography 

K-17 Reconnaissance Photography still comprises 
the main work load in operational photography, and there is 
need for a more rapid method of annotating the negatives. The 
present method of annotation requires a minimum of three hours 
for each roll of film of two hundred exposures. This is the 
largest factor in the total time required to deliver complete- 
ly annotated sortie photographs. The first flash print is de- 
livered, unannotated, to the Photo Interpretation Office in 
approximately one hour and forty five minutes after the photo ' 
plane has been recovered. The remaining prints for distribution, 
as directed, are ready for mailing- at the beginning of regular 
working hours on the following day, unless a particular sortie 
is required sooner for operational planning. 

(c) Allocation of Funds for Photography. 

It is recommended that an allowance be estab- 
lished for the purpose of replenishment of photo supplies as 
needed during any operating period. The present policy is to 
make application to ComAirPac requesting additional funds to 
cover cost of major replenishments, and not to make allowances 
for fluctuation in the type bf photography most in demand at 
that time. By establishing an operating allowance for Photo 
Laboratories, it would eliminate the draining of the regular 
operations allotment, which is insufficient to support a Photo 
Lab operating at peak production during cruises in an operating 
area. 

From 1 January 1951 to 31 March 1952 the Photo- 
graphic Laboratory expenditures for both NSA and APA supplies 
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totaled $119, 965. #9. Total expenditures for NSA alone has- 
been $#0,556.61 or an average quarterly expenditure of $16,111. 
32. The quarterly allotment for the entire Operations Depart- 
ment is 1,500 dollars. 

(6) Aerology 

(a) Although the prevailing wind direction was 
southerly, suggesting the establishment of the summer monsoon, 
the Korean weather during the operating, period was largely of 
a transitional nature between winter and summer conditions. 
Cyclonic storm cefcfcers for the most part passed well to the 
north, with their associated frontal zones causing little or 
no adverse weather in the operating area. Waves forming to 
the south on the pblar front usually remained stable, and 
passed south of the Japanese mainland. Notable exceptions 
occurred when a low that formed on the Arctic Front to the 
north coincided with a developing wave on the polar front to 
the south and casued warm mo iatt. Maritime Tropical air to be 
transported over the relatively colder water of the Sea of 
Japan. This unique combination caused the operating area to 

be blanketed with fog and forced suspension of flight operations 
on the Sth and 9th of April. As previously stated, waves that 
fo'rmed to the south of the area usually remained stable and 
moved rapidly up the Polar Front south of Japan. However, on 
11 and 17 April, lows that had formed on the Polar Front in the 
East China Sea moved across Korea and made it necessary to sus- 
pend operations. In both cases, however, sky conditions and 
visibility improved rapidly after frontal passages and flight 
operations were suspended just half a day. One more half day 
was lost due to weather when an active polar trough associated 
with a deep low to the north passed through the operating area 
on 2$ April. This too passed rapidly and was followed by clear- 
ing skies. In all only three and one half days were lost dur- 
ing the month due to inclement weather. 

(b) Maximum wind velocity of thirty-four knots 
from the west northwest was encountered on IB April when a 
rapidly moving high pressure ridge, following a deep low sys- 
tem, caused a tight pressure gradient over the operating area. 
Flight operations were not adversely affected. 
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AERO LOGICAL STATISTICS FOR APRIL 1952 
TEMPERATURE SURFACE WINDS 

Average 50.5 Degrees PREVAILING 

Average Maximum 54«# Degrees DIRECTION DAYS 

Average Minimum 46«1 Degrees 

Absolute Maximum 64 Degrees N.. 1 

Absolute Minimum 41 Degrees NN. 

NE # . 

ENE 1 

SKY CONDITIONS % TOTAL TIME E 2?.. 

ESE 2 

Overcast 42.1% SE 3 

Cloudy 9.3% ^SE ,.2 

Partly Cloudy 13.8% S 6 

Mostly Clear 34.8% SSW 3 

SW 1 

Hours of Precipitation . 32 WSW... 2 

Average Relative Humidity. 77 #5% W ,3 

Hours of Fog 52 WNW 1 

NW 1 

NNW 1 

Average Velocity *. ...... .12.5 Kts. 

Average Maximum Velocity 20.5 Kts, 

Average Minimum Velocity.. 4 Kts. 

Absolute Maximum Velocity.....* 34 Kts. 

Absolute Minimum Velocity Calm 

CEILINGS TOTAL TIME VISIBILITY % TOTAL TIME 

Below 1,000 Ft 4.0% Under 1 Mile 4.2% 

ljOOO - 5,000 Ft. ...... .IS. 7% 1 to 3 Miles 3.6% 

5,000 - 10,000 Ft ..12.2% 3 to 6 Miles 9.2% 

Above 10,000 Ft 65.1% Over 6 Miles 83.0% 

FAVORABLE FLYING CONTIONS (Ceiling 1,000 ft., or higher Visi~ 
bility three miles or more) §9«6% 



b. Supply Department 



(1) Aviation Stores. 

■ (a) The consumption of the following structural 
assemblies, surfaces and propellers has been excessive for 
the period of this report: 



Elevators (F4U~4)... « 3 

Elevators (46*5). « 4 

Housing Assembly Tail (F4U-4) 3 

Propellers (AD)....., 10 

Propellers (F4U-4) 6 

Rudders (AD) 9 

Stabilizers (F9F) 4 

Tip Tank ( F9F ) . , 10 

Wings (AD)... 2 

Wings (F4U-4) 7 (Plus one 

Wings (FipU-5) 2 current AOG) 



Yoke Assembly Tail Wheel (F4U-4).. 4 

(b) A highly successful n at sea" replenishment of 
aviation stores and general fleet freight was made with the 
U.S.S. JUPITER (AVS-8) on 16 April* Thirty tons of material 
were transferred in the same number of minutes alongside. Man/ 
items delivered were in the "urgently" required category. 

(2) Ship Store. 

(a) Sales for the month of April were in the amount 
of $54,774.74. This sales total was the highest for any one 
month in the history of the U.S.S. BOXER. 

c. Engineering; Department 

(1) On £ April 1952, failure of a relay in the control 
panel for #2 lower, 5|500 lb«, Bomb Elevator allowed the ele- 
vator car to hit the upper stops. As a result, the hoisting 
cable drum shaft was badly bent , placing the elevator out of 
commission until repairs can be made at the Naval Repair Fac- 
ilities, Yokosuka, Japan. 
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(2) Initial cause of the failure was the breaking of a 
leaf spring in the motor slow-speed contactor, General Electric 
50 ampere alternating current contactor, type CR5181-2, Break- 
age of the spring allowed the solenoid to jam in the open pos- 
ition permitting the elevator car to hit the up-stop at a rel- 
atively high speed, bending the hoisting cable drum shaft,. 

(3) Repairs were made to the contactor by placing a 
screw in its frame in such a position as to provide a positive 
stop in case of future spring failure. . 

d. Gunnery Department 

(1) Fueling at iea by Elokomin Method : 

(a) The old method of fueling at sea, also called 
"Cruiser-Destroyer Method" was used during fueling operations 
conducted with the U.S.S. K ASK A SKI A (AO- 27) on 2 April 1952, 
the U.S.S. CACAPON (AO-52) on 6 April 1952, and also with the 
U.S.S. NAVASOTA (A0-106) on 28 April aod '30 April 1952, The 
operations 'were at first conducted with some difficulty until 
a wire pendant was rigged from a pad eye cn the ship's side 
to the hook attached to the hose about twelve (12) feet from 
the discharge end, A quick release pelican hook in the center 
of the pendant facilitates rapid action in casting off. With 
the new pendant tending at a 45° angle the strain is taken 
by the pendant and eliminates the necessity for extensive hold- 
down lines formerly used. The Elwood Method is the preferred 
fueling-at-sea method and is more easily accomplished by ships 
of this class; however, this ship is prepared to fuel by either 
method, 

(2) Rearming at Sea by Burtoning Method : 

(a) Methods used for rearming have improved steadi- 
ly since returning to the operating area. The two items worthy 
of mention being the use of the ammunition ship highline as 
Station #3 in addition #1 and #2 Burtoning whips: 

(b) The wire used allows heavier loads to be re- 
ceived at this station plus eliminating highline personnel 
on the receiving ship. The ammo ship controlling the inhaul 
by their power winches.. 

(c) A triple swivel is being used by the ammunition 
ship on the Burtoning hooks which eliminates to a great extent 
the twisting of the wire formerly experienced and allows loads 
to be spotted quickly and accurately. The above improvements 
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were used by the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5) when her spirited crew 
joined with that of the BOXER to set a new unofficial ammuni- 
tion loading record of 203 #4 tons per hour on 25 April 1952, 

(3) Anti-aircraft Firing Exercises: 

(a) During the period of this report, six (6) anti-- 
aircraft firing exercises were conducted. Emphasis was placed 
on GEORGE and BAKER type runs. A very noticeable improvement 
has been observed in the accuracy of fire of the 5"/3# batter- 
ies in spite of the drastically reduced training allowance and 
the majority of personnel being previously inexperienced. Train 
ing ammunition expended this period: 5 n /3» ~ 122 rounds; 40 MM s 
4#o rounds. 

e. Air Department 

(1) Aircraft Handling 

(a) During this period the aircraft on board- con- 
sisted of one jet squadron (F9Fs), two Corsair squadrons, one 
AD squadron and the normal number of specially configured air- 
craft, A split spot consisting of two AD types and two or 
three F4U types was used for the launching arrangement. It 

is considered that this arrangement of aircraft utilizes the 
available flight deck space with the maximum efficiency and 
allows the Versatility required in scheduling. F9F types were 
spotted tailed outboard on both the port and starboard sides 
in an arrangement that allows the deck edge elevator to be 
used for handling duds. 

(b) To facilitate rearming of returning aircraft, 
immediately after each recovery (except the last recovery of 
the day), the wings of AD type aircraft were spread and the 
planes loaded forward while holding a ready deck. AD wings 
were then folded and the planes tightened in the forward spot 
to prepare for the next recovery, 

(c) Normally, the forward spot prior to the jet 
recovery consisted of either four F4U or three AD type air- 
craft spotted to starboard allowing for a single row of F9F 
types to be spotted along the port side during the recovery. 

(d) A casualty to the deck edge elevator, result- 
ing from sheared linkage between motors and pumps, hampered 
the movement of planes between the hangar and the flight deck 
for a period of seven hours during scheduled flight operations. 
However, operations were conducted on schedule through use of 
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the remaining elevators* The repair of the deck edge elevator 
required the manufacture and installation of new parts. 

(e) On 14 April an itf3 aircraft crashed through the 
barriers and hit- the electrical panels of the LeTourneau crane. 
.\s a consequence, the crane was out of commission for seven 
days since spare parts were not available. As an emergency- 
measure, it was planned that in the event of a flight deck 
crash, blocks and tackle rigged on the seven ton Hyster fork 
lift would be used to clear the deck. Although there were no 
flight deck crashes during the period of time that the crane 
was out of commission, it is believed that the alternate sys- 
tem of riggin noted above is capable of successful crash hand- 
ling when time is not the majqr consideration. To date, the 
crane has not been completely repaired. However, by using swit- 
ches available, a temporary control panel has been installed 
that wi.1.7. cause all moving parts to function except the boom 
tilting mechanism. 

(f) For test purposes, under the authority of Com- 
AirPac letter serial 70/20332 of 23 November 1951, and BuShips 
letter serial 533-3036 of 9 November 1951, the Naval Shipyard 
San Francisco, during tha ship's last availability, applied a 
mixture of neoprene and cement to a small jet turn up area for- 
ward of the barriers as a deck covering. It was used also to 
fill holes in the landing area that resulted from flight deck 
crashes. Indications are that the mixture will prove satis- 
factory as a deck covering. Also it can be used as a temporary 
"fix" to fill holes in the landing area if four or more days are 
allowed for setting and drying. It is recommended that a study 
be made with the view toward application of the material in lieu 
of marine glue between the flight deck planking and as a deck 
covering from number one barrier to the two hundred foot mark 
near the catapults. It is believed that a covering of this type 
will not only protect and preserve the planking but will provide 
the necessary traction for stopping aircraft, particularly jets, 
as they come out of the gear. 

(2) Catapults 

(a) On 2? April the 12,000th tatapult shot was re- 
corded with a perfect record of "cold shots". 

fb) Maintenance problems mainly consisted of liners 
breaking from fair-lead sheaves and temporary hydraulic pump 
failures. Four towing and one retracting sheave were replaced. 
Electrical trouble accounted for pump failure on two occasions 
and a malfunctioning oil gear pump relief valve was responsible 
in a third instance. 
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(c) This ship had catapult change #33 incorporated 
on the starboard catapult. The pressure available for launch- 
ing as a result of this change cannot, however, be utilized for 
launching loaded jets during low wind conditions since launching 
bridles -of sufficient capacity to withstand the greater load 
imposed, are not as yet available in this area. When low wind 
conditions exist it becomes necessary to reduce the bomb load 

in the interest of flight safety, 

(d) The basic weight of an AD-4 aircraft, including 
four 20MM guns, armor plating, full ammo, full gasoline and 
oil, and pilot is about 16,350 pounds. BuAer Technical Order 
15-52 of 4 February 1952 limits the maximum catapult weight 

of AD-4 aircraft to 20,500 pounds. Therefore, in effect, an 
AD-4 aircraft cannot be catapulted with a load greater than 
4,150 pounds. The standard load in this area is 5 ? 000 pounds 
of bombs. Since space considerations preclude a safe take- 
off run for heavily loaded planes during low wind conditions 
and AD-4 aircraft cannot be catapulted at the weight imposed, 
a reduction in load becomes mandatory and accordingly, maximum 
effectiveness is lost. 

(3) Jet Blast Deflectors 

(a) The new jet blast deflectors installed by the 
San Francisco, Naval Shipyard, have proved to be highly satis- 
factory. Since their installation the jet blast deflectors 
have been used for over $00 jet turn«ups. No cracking of the 
vanes has been detected. 

(4) Arresting Gear 

(a) Almost 22,000 engagements have been recorded 
on the number one arresting gear engine. However, no excessive 
wear is apparent. 

( 5 ) Barricade 

(a) There have been no complete engagements of 
the barricade during this period. 

(b) Extra bungee is used to hold the straps to the 
deck in order to prevent prop tailwheels from catching the ny- 
lon engaging straps of the barricade during deck launches. 

(6) Mai n tenance. 

(a) The Aircraft. Shops Division acted in support 
of the embarked squadrons by rendering assistance to the VF 
squadrons using F4U-4 aircraft in the installation of Ordnance 
Change ?/432 and by turning out complete engine changes. 




(7) Ordnance 



(a) A casualty to the number two lower bomb ele- 
vator necessitated the use of emergency ammunition handling 
equipment for a protracted period. One hundred pound and 250 
pound bombs were hoisted through A-321-T from A-523-M and A- 
527 -M for a period of three weeks without hampering operations. 
It is doubtful however, that the large volume of bombs neces- 
sary for current usage could have been handled had there been 

a further casualty in the remaining lower stage elevators, 

(b) On several occasions F9F aircraft with Mark 
55 bomb racks installed have returned with hung 250 pound GP 
bombs. In most cases the hung bomb was dropped during landing 
upon engagement of the tail hook. In one instance a 250 pound 
bomb with a ,01 nose and tail fuse, armed after about 500 feet 
of travel up the deck. It came to rest only after striking an 
aircraft near the forward aircraft elevator, but did not explode, 

(c) Excellent napalm was obtained in ambient tempera- 
tures in the 40° - 50°F range using 50 pounds of powder and throo 
pints of sylenol per 100 gallons of gasoline, 

(3) Gasoline 

(a) Casualties to the gasoline-system include the 
following: ...uj The sylphon bellows and the neoprene diaphragm 
in the fo^^ard starboard, automatic valve were ruptured by un- 
known causes; (2) The eductor discharge 4 inch gate valve in 
number one gasoline pump room froze in the closed position. How- 
ever, these casualties were repaired and operations were not 
hampered, 

(b) In accordance with Carrier Division FIVE Stand- 
ing Order, the last two rows of aircraft on the flight deck must 
be degassed prior to night recoveries and in preparation for a 
night ready deck. Since the degassing valve of AD type aircraft 
usually will not prpperly reseat after it has been opened, valves 
must be replaced if this type aircraft is degassed. Therefore, 
F4U type aircraft are spotted in the last two rows for degassing. 
An RUDM is being submitted by VA-65, 

(c) The ship was replenished with aviation gasoline 

as follows: 

2 April - U.S.S. KASKASKIA - received 57,850 gal. 
6 April - U.S.S. CACAPON - received 107,600 gal. 
12 April - U.S.S. MISPILLION - received 9^,000 gal, 
16 April - U.S.S. MISPILLION - received 125,000 gal. 
21 April - U.S.S. MANATEE - received 124,000 gal, 
25 April - U.S.S. NAVASOTA - received 127,000 gal. 
2g April - U.S.S. NAVASOTA - received 42i000 gal, 
"~ ~ " NAVASOTA - received 69,000 gal. 
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(9 ) Personnel 

(a) The Air Department commenced the period with 
many new and inexperienced men and few experienced petty offi- 
cers, A training program featurning prescribed training exer- 
cises and BOXER techniques was vigorously pursued and many of 
the rough spots have been smoothed out. It is difficult to 
present a true loading problem to the ordnance crews without 
4 ;he expenditure- of much ammunition and many bombs. During the 
training period, order to avoid wasteful expenditure of heavy 
bombs, it is recommended that one complete day be devoted to 
spotting, rearming, respotting and dearming to truly simulate 

a TF-77 operations - schedule. In order to more accurately simu- 
late the condition, the number of planes aboard should approxi- 
mate the number and type aboard an operating carrier when some 
planes are airborne. The planes aboard could be armed forward, 
respotted aft for launch, dearmed, taxied forward to simulate 
a launch and recovery, armed forward, and the process repeated 
as schedule training events throughout the operating day. 

(b) When the rotation of certain key Air Department 
Officers is to be effected, orders should be issued in suffi- 
cient time that the relieving officer can report on board and 
observe at least two weeks of actual operations on the line 
prior to the detachment of the relieved officer. If rotation 
is to be effected while the ship is in a continental U.S. port, 
it is considered desirable to send relieving officers to an 
operating carrier on the line for a period of about two weeks 
to observe actual operating conditions prior to the ir ■ reporting 
for duty. Among the key officers are the Air Officer, the Air 
Ordnance Officer and the Aircraft Handling Officer, 

(c) It is believed that valuable information could 
be exchanged for the improvement of operating procedures through 
visits on Operating days by key Air Department officers to other 
carriers on the line. 



D, J, SULLIVAN 
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DECl£^tf^i&} DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 



)rmation »«««™r s 14JUN1952 

From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN 
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
(3} Commander Naval Forces, Far East 
(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 12 May through 23 May 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 34^0.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 34&D.1 of 1 September 1951 

End: (1) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 06 dtd 1 June 1952 Action Report 
of Carrier Air Group TWO (12 May 1952 - 28 May 1952) 

1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report 
for the period 12 May through 2# May 1952 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with COMCARDIVTHREE confidential dis- 
patch 0907302 May 1952, the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), Commander 
Carrier Division THREE embarked, got underway the morning of 

12 May 1952 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the operating area 
for rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. Accompanying the 
BOXER were the PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), the ST PAUL (CA-73) with 
COKCRUDIVONE embarked, U.S.S. ROWAN (DD-732) with COMDESRONFI VE 
embarked, and the U.S.S. I SB ELL (DD-S69), all of which composed 
Task Element 77.01. 

Rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was effected the 
morning of 14 May 1952. 

(2) The OTC was RADM John PERRY, USN, Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE 
(CV-45), RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE 
was second in oommand. 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER' s employment' 
during the period of this Action Report: 
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12 May 1952 - 

At 0700 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the 
operating area. 

13 May 1952 - 

Enroute to operating area. Air defense and anti-air- 
craft exercises were conducted and training sorties launched 
in the afternoon. 

14 May 1952 - 

At 0855 the BOXER rendezvoused with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. The Task Force replenished, 

15 May 1952 - 

A total of 9# offensive and defensive sorties were 
launched. 

16 May 1952 - 

Air operations continued. While flying RaeCap over a 
downed A/F pilot, LTJG J. E. KORDEFLESKI, piloting a F4U, was 
shot down. The pilot did not leave the plane which exploded 
on impact. 

17 May 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 
13 May 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. The BOXER established a 
new fleet ammo replenishment-tonnage per hour record in passing 
225.2 tons per hour for a period of seventy-two (72) minutes. 

19 -. 21 May 1952 - 

Heavy fog and light rains over the Task Force and target 
area precluded air operations. 

22 May 1952 - 

In clear weather, 64 combat sorties were launched. 

23 May 1952 - 

Air Operations continued. 
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24 May 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. Anti-Aircraft firing 
exercises were held in the afternoon. 

25 May 1952 - 

Group strength strikes were launched against Chongjin. 

CTF-77 sent the following dispatch: "Performance BOXER 
today spendid X My compliments to Captain SULLIVAN and his fine 
airplanes and operators X" 

LTJG W. R. BROWN, VF-24, piloting an F9F Panther Jet, 
made the 53,000 landing aboard the BOXER. 

26 May 1952 - 

Combat sorties were launched during the morning. At 
1532, in corr.pany with NICHOLAS (DD-449), the BOXER departed from 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN for Yokosuka, Japan, via Tsugaru straits. 

27 May 1952 - 

Enroutc to Yokosuka, Japan, GCI exercises were conducted, 

28 May 1952 - 

At 1638 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan, and tied up 
at Piedmont Fier for a period of rest and recreation. 

PART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

See Enclosure (1). 

PART IV Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 

PART V Personnel 

a. Casualties: 

(l) There were no combat casualties suffered by Ship's 
Company personnel as a result of enemy action. Air Group oas- 
ualties are reported in enclosure (l) of this report, 

b. Performance: 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been excellent 
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during the period of this report. During this period the average 
on board count of enlisted personnel was 19^8, which number was 
satisfactory. 

(2) Critical shortages continue in EM, IC, BT, MM, KM, 
and QM rates. A virgouous on-board training program is being 
conducted to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for 
advancement. During the period of this report, two enlisted men 
were transferred and six received. Upon arrival in port on 28 
May, 90 men were transferred to U.S., 74 of whom were rated. 

c. Recreation: 

(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men during the period of this 
report : 

(a) Issue of daily ship's newspaper. 

(b) Daily newscast over P. A. system. 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

■ (d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one hour 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and enlisted men, 

(f) Smoker held on 27 May, featuring boxing matches, 
a raffle for the benefit of the Navy Relief Society, and enter- 
tainment by Ship's Orchestra and Boxer Glee Club. 

(g) Ship's Library opened at regular hours for all 

hands. 

(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 90 
different programs were shown a total of 115 times. A late night 
program was shown in the Training Room for personnel unable to 
attend regular showings. 

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized. Craft supplies 
were leather, plastic, models and paints. The space occupied by 
the shop is quite small and no work is actually done there. The 
space is used for sale of materials only. It is estimated that 
approximately ten percent of the crew were engaged in hobby craft 
work. 

d. Religious Activities: 

(1) Divine Services were held as follows: 
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(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening Devotions 
daily; Protestant worship every Sunday; Latter Day Saints services 
every week; Christian Science services every week; Jewish services 
every week. 

(b) Ship's Chapel established and was open at all 
times to men of all faiths for spiritual reading and prayer. 

e. The below tabulations summarize the heavy turn-over cf 
officer and enlisted personnel for the current quarter (1 April - 
30 June 1952). 

(1) OFFICER 



TP ' 1ST QTrt?P Q 
1 ruilv or "iKo 

RANK 


No. 


ttqm Pit? 

USNR 


irltJJMjaXtX 

No. 


LIU 11. 

Desig. 


No. ■ 


Disposition 


uUti 


Iwo 




Two 


Av. 


One 
One 


PAT 
CD 


LCDR 


One 
iwo 


USN 

ITQMP 


One 
iwo 


Av. 

Line 


One 
Two 


DIS 
CD 


T T 


One 


TTQM 
U£>lM 

USNR 


iwo 
Five 


nV# 

Line 


Seven 


CD 


T.T.Tft 
Jjl O Lr 




UOIM.ll 




Line 


One 


DIS 


EMS 


Six 

une 


USN 


Six 

une 


Line 
Spec. 


One 
Six 


PAT 
CD 


vvVU 


IWO 




iwo 


Spec. 


One 
One 


PAT 
CD 


wo 


One 


USN 


One 


Spec, 


One 


CD 


TOTAL 


23 
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PRIMARY 


DUTY : 


AS REPLACEMENT 




No. 


Class 


No. 


Design 






CDR 


One 


USN 


One 


Av, 


One 


YSS 


LCDR 


One 


USNR 


One 


Line 


One 


YES 


LT 


Three 
One 


USN 
USNR 


One 
Three 


Av, 

Line 


Three 
One 


YES 

NO 


LTJG 


One 
Two 


USN 
USNR 


One 
Two 


Av. 

Line 


Three 


NO 


ENS 


One 


USNR 


One 


Spec. 


One 


YES 


CWO 


None 


None 


None 


None 


None 


None 




DECLASSIFIED 




RECEIPTS USN OR PRIMARY DUTY: REASON FOR TR;iNS: 

No. USNR No. Design No^ Disposition 

WO Two 01" Two Spec. Two YES 

TOTAL 12 

LEGEND :. USN - Regular Navy Av. - Aviation PAT-Patient in 

USNR - Reserve Navy Line - General Line hospital 

Spec. - Specialty CD-Change of Duty 

DIS-Discharge 

(2) ENLISTED 

RATING GROUP RECEIPTS ORDERED TO REPORT TRANS, 

I DECK 2 1 27 
Pay Gradws E-2 & E-3 119 100 43 

II ORDNANCE 1 4 9 

III ELECTRONICS 1 15 

IV PRECISION EQUIPMENT 

V ADMIN. & CLERICAL 4 2 36 

VI MISCELLANEOUS 2 5 6 

VII ENGINEERING & HULL 11 35 64 
Pay Grades E-2 & E-3 

IX AVIATION IS 12 23 
Pay Grades E-2 & E-3 6 9 

X MEDICAL 2 10 

XI DENTAL 

XII STEWARD 4 3 
Pay Grades E-2 & E-3 2 2 

TOTAL f 211 , 169 ( 235 

PART VI Comments 
a. Operations 
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(1) Aerology 

Period 14 to 26 May was characterized by the resumption 
of the southerly monsoon over the Sea of Japan with nine of the 
thirteen operating days showing south as the prevailing wind dir- 
ection. Visibilities during this period were unusually bad with 
k6fo of all observations showing visibilities restricted to below 
10 miles, and 15% of all observations restricted to below l/8 of 
a mile. 

Operations were suspended for three days during the 
period because of fog which blanketed the entire northern Sea of 
Japan) and reduced visibilities to as low as l/l6 of a mile. 
This fog was formed when a low pressure area over south eastern 
Manchuria, and low over the southern portion of Japan, combined 
to transport warm moist Maritime Tropical Air over the colder 
water of the northern operating area. The other predominate 
restriction to visibility during this period was dust which, 
although it did not cause suspension of flight operations, de- 
finitely reduced their effectiveness. 

The average temperature of 57.7 degrees shows a rapid 
rise over April's average of 50,5 degrees, and the average 
relative humidity of $0% also shewed a slight increase. An aver- 
age wind velocity of 13. # knots was observed during the period, 
however the average minimum wind of 5*9 knots, is considered a 
better criteria of operating wind conditions. 

Pressure and frontal systems affecting the area during 
t^iis period were relatively weak with a minimum pressure of 1004.5 
millibars being recorded. 

Frontal Passages were characterized by wind shifts 
and temperature drops, but showed little associated cloudiness. 
Frequently they would be marked by only a narrow band of cumulus 
type clouds based at 1000 to 2000 feet with tops at 2500 to 3500 
feet and no precipitation. Favorable flying conditions (Ceilings 
1000 feet or higher visibilities 3 miles or more) were observed 
&2% of the operating period. 

b. Gunnery 

(1) Gunnery Section: 

Ships guns and firecontrol equipment functioned 
satisfactorily. Firecontrol equipment and particularly Mk 25 
Radar required constant maintenance and tube replacement which 
taxed the ability of Electronics and Firecontrol Technicians. 

Anti-aircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on three 

occasions. 



En route Operating Area - 13 May - "Baker" and "Uncle" 

runs. 

Replenishment Period - 16 May - "Baker?, "George", and 
"Uncle" runs. 

Replenishment Period - 24 May - tt Baker" and "Oboe" runs. 

Condition Three gun crews were exercised during 
firing practice to indoctrinate inexperienced personnel. 

Ship's Gun Ammunition expended: 

5 ff /33 40MM 

VT - 67 Rounds HEIT - 953 Rounds 

MTF - 60 R ounds 
127 Rounds 

The performance of all ammunition expended was 
considered satisfactory. Approximately 13$ of VT fuzed ammun- 
ition was activated in the "early burst" category. It is be- 
lieved that some "early bursts" were the result of proximity of 
projectiles from other batteries. 

Previously the Gunnery Liaison Team had at its dis- 
posal in CIC, two remote PPI scopes with attached Target Desig- 
nation Panels. Each of the stations was manned by a TD Officer 
who by means of six button switch box, could select any combin- 
ation of four 49JY circuits and the 5 and 6JW circuits. A high 
record of early acquisition of air contacts by the maximum number 
of directors was consistent. Multiple targets could be handled 
easily as a result of the duplicate TD system. 

The Staff F.D.O. .uses ^ne of the remote PPI scopes 
with attached TD panel, the remaining PPI and TD panel is used 
jointly by the Gunnery Liaison Team and the Flag Gunnery Officer. 
In addition the Gunnery Liaison Team has a VK scope at its 
disposal. The latter has no automatic TD system connected to the 
directors and the TD Officer is reduced to verbal designating. 
Gun Control has been considerably reduced in effectiveness as a 
result the lack of target designating equipment. 

(2) Deck Section: 

Routine transfers were accomplished by Highline and 
Burtoning Whip, and destroyers fueled periodically as listed 
below: 

Highline Transfers - May 16, 18, 24, 25, 26 
Refueling from AO - May 14., IS, 24 
Refueling Destroyer - May 21, 22, 23 



Special emphasis was placed upon the use of the 
Forward Highline Station (Frame 72S) with the result that an 
increased tonnage was received using both Highline and House 
Fall methods. Additional loading area was gained by securing the 
pad (in the form of a wire strap) to the armored wiring truck 
approximately three feet from the overhead. This system enabled 
loads to be hauled inboard well clear of the side gaining approx- 
imately seven feet. 

Cn 1# May 1952 a new fleet ammunition loading record - 
of 225.2$ short tons per hour was established while rearming 
from the U.S.S. RAINIER (AE-5). Details of rearming were for- 
warded to Com7thFlt in U.S.S. BOXER letter CV21/017-CV S7£. j 

Non-skid paint applied on deck at all loading stations 
proved successful. It is recommended that a standard non-skid 
paint be made available for all Carriers participating in loading 
and fueling at sea operations during which personnel 'ire required 
to work close to the side of the ship. 



D. J. SULLIVAN 



AUTHENTICATED: 

H. R. JG&GENSaJ 
SCLK, USN 
Ship*s Secretary 
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_ .S.S. BOXER (CV-21 m 
c/o Fleet Post, Office ^CV2l/02-llw 
San Francisco* California A4-3 

Ser 0290 

23 July 1952 

TION 

"from: Commanding Officer DbWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 

To: Chief of Naval Operations DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVER DOD D1R 5200.10 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(A) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet 

3ubj: Action Report for the period 9 June through 3 July 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV INdTRUCTION 34S0.4 dtd 1 July 1951 

(b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 34S0.1 of 1 September 1951 

End: (1) CVG-2 conf ltr ser 06 dtd S July 1952 Action Report 
of Carrier Kir Group TWO (9 June 1952 - 3 July 1952) 

1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), the Action Report 
for the period 9 June through 8 July 1952 is hereby submitted. 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
070052Z the U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21), Commander Carrier Division 
THREE embarked, got underway the morning of 9 June 1952 en- 
route from Yokosuka, Japan, to the operating area for rendez- 
vous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. Accompanying the BOXER 
was the U.S.S. HELENA (CA-75) and rendezvous was later made 
with the U.S. 3. FETCHELER (DD-370). 

Rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN was effected the 
morning of 11 June 1952. 

(2) The OTC was RADM John PERRY, USN, Commander 
Carrier Division FIVE and CTF-77, embarked in the U.S.S. VALLEY 
FORGE (CV-47). RADM A. S0UCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
THREE was second in command. 

(3) After rendezvouing with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, 
the U.S.S, BOXER relieved the U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE which departed 
for Yokosuka, Japan, enroute to the United states. RADM 

A. SOUCEK, Commander Carrier Division, relieved RADM John PERRY, 
Commander Carrier Division FIVE and became OTC and CTF-77. 
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recusant • 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER 1 s employment 
during the period of this Action Report: 

9 June 1952 - 

During the morning the BOXER departed Yokosuka. 
Japan, for the operating area accompanied by the HELENA (CA-75). 

10 June 1952 - 

Enrcute to the operating area. At 0653 BOXER 
readea^owasdwith U.S.S. FETCH ELER (DD-#70) after passing through 
Van Diemen Straits. Air defense and anti-aircraft exercises 
were conducted and training sorties launched in the afternoon. 

11 June 1952 - 

At 1006 the BOXER rendezvoued with Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN. The Task Force replenished. At 1342 COMCARDIVTHREE 
relieved COMCARDIVFIVE as CTF-77 and assumed tactical command 
of the Task Force. 

12 June 1952 - 

9# combat sorties were launched throughout the day. 

13 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. LCDR L. ROBINSON, 
Commanding Officer VF-64, was forced to ditch his Corsair (F4U) 
in Wonsan Harbor after his engine failed. He was picked up 
by friendly small boat after a short interval in his raft and 
transferred to LST-799 for treatment of bruises. Air defense 
training was conducted during the afternoon. 

14 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. Air defense training was 
conducted during the afternoon. 

15 June 1952 - 

No air operations; the Task Force replenished. Air 
defense exercises were conducted during the afternoon. 

16 June 1952 - 

Air operations resumed with group strength strikes 
against Kowon in North Korea. Results of day long attacks 
were successful. 
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Group strength strikes were launched against Hungnam 
throughout the day. As a result of intense and accurate enemy 
AA fire two AD's of Squadron VA-65 and 1 F4U of VF-64 were 
shot down. LT(jg) Richard C. ROWE and ENS Dale FALER are listed 
as missing after the AD believed to have been piloted by ENS. 
FALER disentegrated and the pilot observed to bail out. The 
plane believed to have been piloted by LT( jg) ROWE plunged 
into the ground and exploded. Neither pilot was observed on 
the ground. 

An F4U piloted by LT(jg) John De Masters lost a wing 
and crashed after a mid air collision which is believed to have 
been the result of an AA hit. LT(jg) MAJTERS parachute was 
observed trailed away from his seat pack on a sand bar in a 
river. LT( jg) DE MASTER is listed as missing; he was not ob- 
served on the ground. 

Id June 1952 - 



Air operations continued. 

An F4U, piloted by ENS Arthur ZIMMERLY of VF-63, 
was ditched off shore south of oinpo as a result of damage 
from enemy flak. ENS ZIMMERLY was picked up by Helo from 
LST 799 and subsequently returned to the BOXER. 



19 June 1952 - 



The Task Force replenished. 



20 - 21 June 1952 - 



Group strength strikes were launched against selected 
targets in North Korea with excellent results. 



22 June 1952 - 



No air operations; the Task Force replenished. 



23 June 1952 - 

An all-out bombing effort by the carriers BOXER, 
PRINCETON, PHILIPPINE jSA, and BON HOMME RICHARD of Task Force 
77, in conjunction with the U. 3. Air Force and Marine Air 
Wing was planned to begin in the early morning hours. Targets 
were hydro-electric installations in North Korea. 

Weather precluded the launchings until mid-afternoon. 
Approximately 206 planes from the task force, of which 53 planes 
were from the BOXER, participated in the raid. 
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Once again the Navy, particularly tho BOXER planes, 
distinguished themselves in demonstrating the precision of 
dive-bombing on selected targets. BOXER AD T s made the initial 
attack on Suiho Dam. 




An F4U, piloted by LCDR W. o. KILLER, Commanding 
VF-63 , was hit by enemy AA during the strike against Koysen 
No. 4 hydro-electric plant. The resulting fire forced 
LCDR FILLER to make a water landing south of Tanchon. The 
pilot was recovered by helocopter after spending a short period 
in his life raft. LCDR MILLER suffered painful though no 
serious burns about his face and hands. 

24 June 1952 - 

Group strength strikes against North Korean hydro- 
electric installations were again launched from four carriers. 
Results were effective. Included in the dispatches which were 
received congratulating TF-77 on the success of the action for 
23 and 24 June were: 

From CNO to CTF-77 and CG First MAftAIKWING - 

"IT WAS WITH GREAT PRIDE THAT I READ THE DISPATCH 
AND NEWS REPORT OF THE MAGNIFICENT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF YOUR FORCES 
IN THE SUPER ATTACKS UPON THE NORTH KOREAN POWER INSTALLATIONS . 
THE EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE OF DUTI AND HIGH COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS 
DEMONSTRATED 3Y YOUR FORCES AND PARTICULARLY THE PILOTS IN- 
VOLVED IN THE ACTUAL COKB-T ARE DESERVING OF THE HIGHEST PRAISE - 
AN INSPIRATION TO OUR OWN PEOPLE AND A WARNING TO THE ENEMY 
OF HIS INEVITABLE DEFEAT. WELL DONE." 

From COMNAVFE to C0M7THFLT - 

"IT 13 WITH THE UTMOST PLEASURE THAT I PaSS ALONG 
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM CINCFE FOR PUBLICATION TO THE OFFICERS 
AND MEN OF ALL UNITS PARTICIPATING." "I WISH TO EXPRESS MY 
DEEP ADMIRATION AND TO EXTEND MY FULLEST CONGRATULATIONS TO 
YOU FOR THE HIGH DEGREE OF PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE EXHIBITED 
BY ALL ELEMENTS OF YOUR COMMAND IN THE ATTACK ON THE NORTH 
KOREAN HYDRO ELECTRIC SYSTEM. THE RESULT OF THE ATTACK CON- 
TRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO THE REDUCTION OF THE ENEMY'S WAR MAKING 
POTENTIAL. THE COOPERATION AND COORDINATION BETWEEN N.-.VAL, 
MARINE AND AIR FORCES LEFT NOTHING TO BE DESIRED AMD PERMITTED 
OF A MOST SUCCESSFUL OPERATION IN SPITE OF LAST MINUTE CHANGES 
IN THE TIME OF ATTACK. - 
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"IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO CGMI-iEND SUCH a COM- 
PETENT AMD DEPENDABLE NAVAL COMPONENT WHICH CONTRIBUTED 
SO MUCH TO THE S-JC-OkSSFUL ACCOMPLI SHKEMT 0? ALL ASSIGNED 

missions in which THE attack on the hydro electric system 
was conducted be conveyed to all members of your command. 

" I should like to add that my heart swells with 
pride in your superb performance, to all hands a much deserved 
well done." vadm r. p. briscoe. 

From GEN BARKUS FIFTH AIR FORCE to CTF-77: 

"MY HATS OFF TO THE NAVY FOR A TERRIFIC JOB. WE 
MUST GET TOGETHER AGAIN SOME TIME." SIGNED GEN BARKUS, " 

25 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 

26 Juno 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished, 

27 June 1952 - 

Air operations continued, 

28 June 1952 - 

Inclement weather, haze and overcast over the force 
and target areas prevented operations after the early morning 
launches, 

29 June 1952 - 

No air operations due to weather, 

30 June 1952 - 

No air operations due to weather, 
1 July 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished, 
2-3 July 1952 - 

Air operations were conducted throughout the day. 
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Air operations continued. 

An F9F photo escort plane, piloted by LT. J. W. 
GRIFFITH, CAG-2 Staff, crashed and exploded upon impact south 
of Wonsan on Green 3, probably after being hit by enemy AA. 
Tho pilot was not seen to leave the plane and is listed as 
missing. 

5 July 1952 - 

Air operations continued. 

6 July 1052 - 

The Task Force replenished. 

At 1403 the BOXER in company with U.S. 3. PHILIPPINE 
SEA and escorting units of the Task Force all comprising TE 77.02 
departed for Yokosuka, Japan, for a period of rest and re- 
creation and yard availability. OTC was COMC.UIDIV 3, RADM 
A. SOUCEK, USN. 

A new Navy re-provisioning record was probably 
established during replenishment. The following dispatches 
were received '. 

From CTF-77 to BOXER - 

"FAST TIME PROVISIONING OF BOXER BY ALSTEDE SETTING 
A RECORD FOR THE FORCE OF 134.4 TONS PER HOUR Io ALSO BELIEVED 
TO SET AN ALL TIME NAVY RECORD X THIS SHOWS GREAT COORDINATION 
BETWEEN THE TWO SHIPS WHICH IS A REFLECTION OF CAREFUL PLANNING, 
GOOD ORGANIZATION AND EXCELLENT SEAMANSHIP X WELL DONE X" 

7 July 1952 - 

Enroute to Yokosuka. Anti-aircraft firing exer- 
cises were conducted during the afternoon. 

8 July 1952 - 

Arrived Yokosuka, Japan. 
P/ART III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 
See Enclosure (1). 
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PART IV Battle Damage 



No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 



(1) for damage inflicted on 
BOXER aircraft* 

PART V Personnel 



the enemy and for that suffered by 



Casualties 

(1) There were no combat casualties suffered by 
Ship's Company personnel as a result of enemy 
action. Air Group casualties are reported in 
enclosure (1) of this report. 



b. Performance 



(1) Personnel performance and morale have been ex- 
cellent during the period of this report. During 
this period the average on board count of enlisted 
personnel is 1970, which number was satisfactory, 

(2) Critical shortages continued in EM, IC, RM, TE, 
MM, BT and SK rates. The on-board training pro- 
gram has been continued to train personnel of 
lower ratings to qualify for advancement. During 
the period of this report, 5 enlisted men were 
transferred and 107 received. 



c. Recreation 



(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men: 



(a) Issue of daily ship's newspaper, 

(b) Daily newscast over PA system, 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings, 

(d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one 
hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and v enlisted, men, 

(f) A Happy Hour, -featuring boxing and other 
entertainment, was held on 7 July, 

(g) Ship's Library opened at regular hours for 
./•aj&' hands* 

•(h) f he Commissary Officer maintains a record of 
birthday and anniversary dates of all enlisted 
personnel. Names of men having birthdays 
appear in the Plan of the Day with a request 
to report to Commissary Office to receive 
birthday cake and ice cream. 
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(i) A Divisional Softball league was started 
during in-port period for recreation and 
entertainment. 

(j) Small quotas allotted for Rest and Re- 
cuperation have been supplemented by three- 
day leave periods for officers and enlisted 
men, 

(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 
111 different programs were shown a total of 
156 times. A late night program was shown in 
the training Room for personnel unable to attend 
regular showings. 

(3) The Hobby Shop was well patronized; Craft 
supplies were leather, plastic, models, and 
paints. The space occupied by the shop is quite 
small and no work is actually done there. The 
space is used for sale of material only. It is 
estimated that approximately 10 percent of the 
crew were engaged in hobby craft work. 

Religious Activities 

(1) Divine services were held as follows: 

(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening , 
Devotions daily; Protestant Worship every 
Sunday; Latter Day Saints services every 
week; Jewish Services every week, 

(b) The Ship's Chapel was open at all times to 
men of all faiths for spiritual reading 
and prayer. 

Venereal Disease , An analysis of the incidence of 
venereal disease was made as of 30 June. A total of 
392 VD cases have been treated. ' Despite a compre- 
hensive and continuing shipboard program of VD edu- 
cation, approximately lk% of the crew have been in- 
fected with venereal disease in Japan. Increased 
emphasis is being placed on all phases of VD education 
to insure that all men receive thorough and continuing 
instruction on venereal disease prevention i 

Personnel Turn-over . The following personnel data, 
although not confined to the period covered by this 
action report, are included herewith for information. 
The heavy turn-over of both officer and enlisted 
personnel during period August 1951 through June 1952 
is apparent from the following analyses. 
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(1) OFFICERS 



(a) Average months on board by rank for period 
August 1951 through June 1952: 

RANK AV. MONTHS ON BP RANK AV MONTHS ON BP 

CDR $.2 ENS 7.0 

LCDR 9.3 CWO 11.6 

LT 10.3 WO 7.5 

LTJG 11.1 

The over-all months-on-board average for 
all officers during this 11 month period 
was 9.5 months. 

(b) Turn-over of Officer Personnel - August 1951 
through hay 1952: 

RANK CDR LCPR LT LTJG ENS CWO WO 

GAINS 6 6 12 21 22 4 4 

LOSSES 7 6 17 16 15 8 1 

% TURN- 81.2$ 54.6% 85.3% 74% 68.6% 50% 

OVER 

The over-all turn-over percentage for all 
ranks during this 11 month period was 69%. 

(2) ENLISTED . The following tabulation shows turn- 
over of enlisted personrifcl by rating groups 
during period August 1951 through May 1952: 





BUPERS 






TOTAL 


TURN -OVER 


RATING GROUP ' . 


: '.-.ALLOW: 


GAINS 


LOSSES 


TURN-OVER 


. PERCENTAGE 


I - PECK 


102 


29 




58.5 


57.3% 
57.7% 


II - ORP 


78 


25 


65 


45 


III - ELECT 


21 


12 


17 


14.5 


69% M 


V - ADMIN & CLER 


147 


77 


164 


120.5 


81.1% 

65% ^ 


VI - MISC 


30 


18 


21 


19.5 


NON -RATED SA - SN 


470 


490 


175 


332.5 


70.8% 


VII - ENG - HULL 


301 


93 


239 


166 


55.1% 


NON -RATED FA - FN 


203 


92 


68 


80 


39,4% 


IX - AVIATION 


162 


98 


207 


152.5 


94.1% 


NON -RATED AA - AN 


349 


230 


100 


165 


47.3% 


X - MED 


25 


18 


18 


18 




XI - DEN 


4 


4 


4 


4 


100% 


XII - STEWARD 


42 


21 


, 2 ? 


+ 23 






1934 


1207 


1191 


T199 





Over-all percentage of turn-over for all rating groups for this 
period was 62% fc ^ 
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DECLASSIFIED 



a. Operations 

(1) CIC 

During the period of this report, all functions 
of CIC were satisfactorily performed. 

This report covers a short period during which 
four (4) carriers were operating with the force. The comm- 
unications problems inherent in this particular antennae in- 
stallation were considerably increased. When using the AN/ 
ARC's with the greater numbers of aircraft airborne*, the 
_ feed-over from one channel to another made efficient CAP con- 
trol and "strike control impossible. Since any TDQ transmission 
blocked the Screen Common, the TDQ/RCK ? s could not be used. 

A representative from the Operations Evaluation 
Group of CNO was aboard during this period to make a detailed 
study of the performance of the SX and SPS-6B radars. Although 
complete results of the study are not yet available, the curve 
of detection range plotted against altitude of target reveals 
that both radars are operating at peak performance. 

(2) Photo Interpretation 

iierial photography and the photo interpretation 
section covered the following assignments during the period of 
this report: 

1. Anti-aircraft defense studies 

2. Target searches and target studies 

3. Damage Assessment 

4. Special photography as called for by units other 
than TF-77. 

The departure from strict interdiction operations 
brought about a more diversified program of photo intelligence,. 
More photo coverage was flown and interpreted for target studies 
and damage assessment than the routine flak studies. 

Flak studies continued to be of major importance 
and the volume of photography for this purpose accounted for a 
high percentage of the time spent on interpretation and pro- 
duction of pictorial aids to the air groups. The enemys AA 
defenses in the Navy area were more or less stable in their 
location. :.fl*ih Mto major shifting of AA defenses waa ■ detected 
during this period, 
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The problem of space, personnel, and equipment 
has been partially solved. The Photo Interpretation section 
is at present functioning in the Ozalid room aboard ship. The 
section is operating with. the following personnel: 

1. One Photo Interpretation Officer (TAD to the ship) 

2. One AF3 (Full time - from the Air Group) 

3. One AF3 (Part time - from the Air Group) 

4. One Musician oeaman (Part time - from the ship) 

Photo Interpretation provides at minimum 75% 
of the basic intelligence information of the enemies install- 
ations and operations in this theater. An infinite amount of 
intelligence information is available in Aerial Photography 
and it is possible to find and evaluate only a part of this 
information with the inadequacies that exist in space allot- 
ment and provision for trained personnel. 

The Air Groups effectiveness against an assigned 
target is very strongly dependent upon information as to target 
location and description. Too much time and effort cannot be 
spent in providing a description of the target, its environment 
as to terrain and AA defenses to the striking groups. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. A Photo Interpreter, trained officer or enlisted man 
be assigned to the Air Group with the full-time duty of pro- 
viding photo intelligence target information to the ^ir Group. 

-2. A Photo Interpretation team be assigned to each CV 
type carrier. The team to consist of one Photo Interpretation 
officer and two Photo Interpretation trained men with back- 
grounds in photography and drafting if possible. This is the 
minimum complement needed to provide for effective operational 
evaluation and dissemenation of photo intelligence aboard a 
CV type ship. 

3» A space for the Photo Interpretation section be desig- 
nated aboard all CV type ships. The space to be properly out- 
fitted with chart tables, sliding chert panels and proper 
lighting for Photo Interpretation work. 

(3) Aerology 

Period 9 June to & July was characterized by 
the normal southerly monsoon with south winds being observed 
51. of the time. Average wind velocities remained low with 
an average wind of li»3 knots and an average minimum wind of 
4.5 knots. 
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Visibilities increased materially over the pre- 
ceding month with 91$ of all observations showing 6 miles or 
more, The prevalanee of fog showed a sharp decrease being 
observed only 2.9% of the time as compared to 7*9% for the pre- 
ceding month. 

The average temperature of 67.6 degrees shows 
a rapid rise over May's average of 57.7 degrees and the average 
relative humidity of 85$ showed a 5% increase, 

Pressure and frontal systems continued to be 
relatively weak but the increase of associated cloudiness and 
precipitation was apparent. 

Operations were suspended because of weather 
when a low forming on the Polar Front in the East China -iea, 
moved northward into the Yellow 3ea, a.nd across central Korea 
into the Sea of Japan. The circulation associated with the 
low, and a well developed extension of the semi -permanent 
Facific High, brought warm, moist, Maritime Tropical Air over 
the operating and target areas causing considerable low cloudi- 
ness and fog. This low established the Polar Front through the 
area and caused operating conditions to be adverse for about 
five days. 

Favorable flying conditions (ceilings 1000 
feet or higher and visibilities 3 miles or more) were observed 
93% of the operating period. 

b. Gunnery 

(1) Two material casualties occured on the ship's 
ordnance equipment. 

a. The first, involving the Power Drive of #5X 
Twin 5"/3# Cal. Kount placed the mount out of commission for 
approximately one week. Symptoms of the casualty were indi- 
cated by the motor running hot and before the motor could be 
stopped the controller relays burned out. The entire Train 
Unit was disassembled. All equipment was inspected and checked. 
The cause was found to be worn bearings and gears in the Plane- 
tary Reduction Gear assembly. Worn gears and bearings wore 
replaced from spares, equipment reassembled by ship's force 
Gunners Kates and is now operating satisfactorily. 

Analysis of the casualty indicated that the 
worn bearings and reduction gears caused an abnormal overload 
on the drive motors with resulting overload on the controller 
circuits. 
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Inspection of the remaining drives by- 
Navy Yard has been requested for next Navy Yard overhaul. 
This request is considered justified due to shortage of trained 
personnel. 

b. The second material casualty involved the 
Dead Time Prediction Multiplier in the #1, !-Ik 1A Computer. 
This casualty was made evident by A Test tolerances being ex- 
cessive. Inspection was me.de and the casualty was found to be 
sheared teeth on an aluminum alloy helical gear meshing with 
a steel helical gear in the Dead Time input gear train to the 
Dead Time Prediction Multiplier. Replacement gears are not 
carried on allowance lists. Two matching miter gears were 
manufactured by ship's force machine shoo and installed since 
manufacture of helical gears is beyond the capacity of ship's 
force, After necessary adjustments were made tests were run 
that were satisfactory. The computer was out of commission 
approximately 4S hours. 

analysis of the casualty indicates that a 
poor mesh of the original gears was made when installed by 
Factory or Activity that performed Kk 1A change. 

(2) Anti-Aircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on 
6 occasions: 



Replenishment Period - 
Replenishment Period - 
Replenishment Period - 
Operating T eriod 
Operating Period 
Enroute from Operating 
area to Yokosuka, 
Japan 



11 June - omall Drone 

19 June - "Baker" & ^Obo© 1 *- runs 

11 July - Small Drones 

4 July - "Baker" & "George" runs 

5 July - "Baker" & "George" runs 



- 7 July - "Baker" & "George" runs 



Ship's Gun Ammunition Expended, 



5 t! /33 

A AC (MTF) - 137 rds. 
AAC (VT) - 13 rds. 



AOMM 

HEIT - 65# rds* 
BL&T - 164 rds. 



A total of eight towed sleeves and one Small 
Drone were shot down by ship's guns during this period. 
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Deck Seamanship: 

(1) On 9 June 1952, the ship made preparations 
to get underway from Buoy #10, Yokosuka Harbor, Japan. The 
sea was choppy and a moderate wind prevailed, both making for 
dangerous working conditions on the buoy. In attempting to 
unmoor, the pin [free end) froze in the mooring shackle, due 
to hoving been burred while trying to remove it. In order to 
hasten departure, it was necessary to break the port chain at 
the 15 fathom detachable link. This left the first shot of 

the port chain, as well as the detachable link, mooring shackle, 
and pin connected to Buoy #10, In order to prevent a similar 
recurrence, two spare mooring shackle pins have been milled 
down on the free end, forming an approximate 30° bevel about 
the periphery. 

(2) The ship replenished on the following days, 
with no casualties or losses: 

June 11, 15, 19, 22, 26 
July 1, 6 

On 6 July 1952, during replenishment oper- 
ations, a new all Kavy record of 134.4 tons per hour was reached 
when loading previsions from the U.S. 3. ALoTEDE (AF-4#)« 

(3) The ship refueled destroyers on the following 

days: 

June 14, 17 i 1^, 24, 30 
July 2, 3, 4 

On 3 July 1952, while refueling the destroyer 
U.S. 3. PIERCE, heavy swells were encountered making for diffi- 
cult- station keeping. On one such swell, the destroyer veered 
away, causing the number 1 hose to become extremely taught, all 
three saddles having been slacked, resulting in the #1 section 
taking cn a bad kink and receiving damage to threads, the #5 
section parted about l£" outboard of the #3 saddle. The easing 
out line on the number 2 hose (on the destroyer) parted and no 
damage was taken by the hose, 

(4) High line transfers were made from destroyers 
on the following days with no casualties or losses: 

June 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 13, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, 30 
July 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 
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Approximately 150 personnel transfers were 
made. The twin chair rig was used on the majority of the per- 
sonnel transfers. It is noted that when using the forward 
high line with the twin chair rig, the destroyers being out 
about SO feet, 2 personnel could be transferred every 50 seconds. 
On the 26th of June 1952, 49 personnel plus their baggage, 
were transferred in 30 minutes. 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST: 

CNO (2 advance) CVG-11 

CINCPACFLT (2 advance) CVG-15 

CINCPACFLT EVAL GROUP CVG-17 

COMNAVFE (1 advance) CVG-19 

COMAVFE EV.iL GROUP CVG-101 

CCMSEVENTHFLT (1 advance) CVG-102 

CTF-77 (1 advance) CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2) 

CCMAIRPAC (5) Vci3 

COMSERVPAC VC-11 

COMFAIRALAMEDA VC-35 

COMFAIRJAPAN 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

U.S. 3. ANTIETAM (CV-36) 

U.S.S. BON HOME RICHARD (CV-31) 

U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) 

U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CV-33) 

U.S.S. LEYTE (CV-32) 

U.S.S. ORI3KANY (CV-34) 

U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) 

U.S.S. PRINCETON (CV-37) 

U.S.S. SHANGRI-LA (CV-33) 

U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40) 

U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) 

U.S.S. WASP (CV-ld) 

U.S.S. CORREIGDOR (CVE-58) 

U.S.S. B ATA AN (CVL-29) 

U.S.S. CABOT (CVL-23) 

U.S.S. SAIPAN (CVL-43) 

COMCARDIV-1 

COMCARDIV-2 

COMCARDIV-3 

COMCARDIV-4 

COMCARDIV-5 

COMCARDIV-6 

CCMCARDIV-14 

COMCARDIV-15 

COMCARDIV-16 

COKCARDIV-17 

GCMCARDIV-ld 

CVG-1 

CVG-2 

CVG-3 

CVG-4 

CVG-5 

CVG-6 

CVG-7 

CVG-8 

CVG-9 
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U.S.sr-BOXER (CV-21) ^ 
c/o Fleet Post Office CV2l/02-llw 
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From: Commanding Officer 

To: Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 



JUL ho2 



Subj: Report of Operations for period 21 - 24 July 1952 

Encl: (1) Flight Track Charts 

(2) Report of squadron flights during joint operations, 
22 July 1952 

1. Report of operations for the period 21 July through 24 July 
1952 is hereby submitted, 

PART I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 
a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with C0M7THFLT Confidential dispatch 
29054SZ July 1952, the U.S. 3. BOXER (CV-21), and the U.S.S. 
FRANK KNOX (DDR-742) forming TE 77.31, got underway the morning 
of 21 July 1952 enroute from Yokosuka, Japan, to the area off the 
East coast of Japan. Training consisted of anti-aircraft firing 
exercises, simulated air attacks on selected inland air bases 
and ASW exercises with CTG 96.7. 

(2) The OTC was CAPTAIN D. J. SULLIVM, USN, Commanding 
Officer U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21). 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the activities of TE 
77.31 during the period of this Action Report. 

21 July 1952 - 

At 0732 the BOXER departed Yokosuka, Japan. 

At 1145 commenced launching aircraft to conduct tact- 
ical training exercises. Two ADW's and 4 ADN's conducted ASW 
exercise Y-Sl-AW with CTG 96.7. 

At 1200 AA firing at towed sleeves was conducted. At 
1400 40 props were launched for squadron tactics. Conducted 
carrier qualification landings for 5 pilots of VU-5A with 
F6F-5 aircraft. 
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22 July 1952 - 



At 0#45 ' commenced launching aircraft (Four jets and 
nineteen props), for simulated attacks on Tachikawa and Yokota 
airfields. These invading BOXER aircraft successfully accom- 
plished their mission. No interception occurred until after 
retirement. 

At 1045 1& props and 4 jets were launched to make a 
simulated strike on Atsugi air base Yokohama AA defenses. 
Defending Air Force planes intercepted this flight. 

At 1430 12 AD T s and 6 jets were launched for Johnson and 
Tachikawa Air Bases. This flight was intercepted by Air Force 
planes before arrival over target area. 

23 July 1952 - 

Weather postponed the launching of the scheduled sim- 
ulated attacks. 

At 1030 the first simulated strike on Misawa waa 
launched and reached target area at 1200. The flight was success 
fully completed and was not intercepted until after retirement 
from the Misawa area. 

The scheduled simulated attack on Chitose Air Force 
Base was cancelled because of weather. 

At 1230 the last strike of this tactical training 
period was launched. At 1400 the flight arrived over the Misawa 
target area. The mission was accomplished and no interception 
occured until after retirement. 

24 July 1952 - 

The BOXER returned to the Port of Yokosuka, Japan. 
At 1030 the ship moored alongside Berth 12 (Piedmont Pier). 

PART III Performance Ordnance Material and Equipment 

No comment. 

PART IV Battle Damage 

During the performance of the air tactical training exercises 
no damage was sustained by the ship or aircraft. 



- 2 - DECLASSIFIED 



PART V Personnel 



No casualties were suffered by the ships company or air 
group during the performance of the training exercises. 

PART VI Comments 

a. Communications 

(1) For this period, communications with the air 
defense forces were established on one voice and one CW net. 
On 21 July from 100OI until 19001 no contact with Air Force 
stations was made although continual efforts were made to 
establish communications. This caused concern as to whether 
correct frequencies were being used. At about 19001 com- 
munication was established with Air Force stations on night 
frequencies, both voice and CW. Contact was maintained, both 
day and night, for the remainder of the period of this report. 
Frequencies used by this command on 21 July while attempting 
contact were correct. 

(2) Excessive teletype signal interference was en- 
countered most of the period on 10900 KC, the day alternate 
CW frequency. CW interference was considerable on the day 
voice frequency. Reception was excellent on both voice and 
CW night frequencies. 

(3) In general, communications, once established, 

were good. 

b. Aerology 

(1) During the period 21 to 24 July the operating 
area was under the influence of a westward extension of the 
semi-permanent Pacific High. This high pressure area caused 
predominantly clear skies, which with an average wind vel- 
ocities of 10.2 knots made operating conditions mostly ideal. 
Adverse weather conditions were encountered during the morning 
of 23 July when fog and marginal fog conditions caused can- 
cellation of early morning flight operations, 

c. Gunnery 

(1) Concerning the AA exercises on 21 July the per- 
formance and accuracy of the gun crews was considered excellent, 

SHIPS GUN AMMUNITION EXPENDED: 
5"/33 40M 
MTF - 33 Rounds HEIT -"To~Rounds 
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The flight of 6 AD»s and 12 Fall's in company with 2 RCM planes was 
launched at a point U5 miles east of Onahama and proceeded to the coast at a 
point midway betwoen the radar stations at Hitachi and Haranomachi at 4,000 
feet. 

Five miles inland the flight turned north for a feint of about 10 miles 
at which tine the strike group dropped to an altitude of about 1,000 feet 
above the terrain and proceeded to points 6, C, D, and £ as shown on the 
accompanying track chart. 

The ROM planes continued in a northerly direction for 10 minutes dropping 
"window" in small amounts. After remaining in this general area for an addi- 
tional 10 minutes the RCM planes returned to the ship. 

At point E, about 20 miles from the target the strike group commenced 
a maximum power climb from low altitude to 10,500 feet from which point a 
dive bombing run was executed at 10001 on the gun positions and installations 
at Tachikawa and Jakoto. 

The jot flight was launched about 30 minutes after the strike group and 
arrived in a position over the strike group at Point E. They proceeded in 
this cover position to the target and initiated their runs on flak positions 
just prior to the prop attack. 

All planes retired at maximum speed and low altitude to Tokyo Bay where 
they rendezvoused under cover of the jets, and returned to the ship. 

The only opposing VF sighted during the attack was an F9r sighted by 
the jots near Point E, This plane apparantly did not sight the F9F's as no 
interception was attempted. 
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Departed US 5 BOXER at 1030, 23 July 1952 proceeded to Hei Saki 
(point Able) with eight FAU's, six AD , s, and one ADN on course 345 and 
altitude 500 1. Arriving there at 1121. 

One 360 degree circle was made at Miyako climbing to 250O« and 
proceeded on course 270 degrees maintaining approximately 800' above 
the terrain through the valley to point Baker. Ten miles before ar- 
riving at point Baker, one ADN was dispatched on heading 000, 7000' 
altitude and instructed to drop window. The remainder of the flight 
proceeded through point Charlie to point Dog maintaining 500' above ter- 
rain, indicated' airspeed 170 knots. At point Dog a high power climb 
was initiated on heading 030 degrees and 7000' altitude obtained at 
push over point just southwest of Misawa Field, 

A coordinated attack on the field was made from southwest to 
northeast at 1158 with recovery ovorthe" ocean and rendezvous effected 
at 2000', three miles from the beach. (Rendezvous included the one 
ADN aircraft). Departure was taken from this point at 1203 south 
along the coastline at 2500', 

At 1213 in the vicinity of Kuji-wan Bay two F84 aircraft were 
sighted high ot three o'clock. Several attacks were made and the two 
aircraft departed at 1217. After the first two attacks no further 
attempts were made to counter. The flight then proceeded to Hei 
Seki (point Able) climbed to 4000* and proceeded on course 160 degrees 
to the carrier. 
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The flight rendezvoused at normal altitudes of 1,500 feet for AD's and 
2,000 feeWor F^U's and then dropped down to 500 feet upon departing BOXER 
for Point Able, This altitude was maintained until the coast and Point Ablo 
was reached at which time a climbing left turn of 360 degrees was made to 
1,500 feet. This altitude was maintained from Point Able to Point Dog, Be- 
tween Point Able and Point Baker the jet escort rendezvoused with the flight. 
Between Point Baker and Point Charlie the flight was intercepted by approxi- 
mately 12 Air Force jot fighters of the P80, P84., and P94 types. The inter- 
ceptors made continuous runs on the flight the rest of the way into the 
targets and to the oast side of Tokyo Bay during the retirement. 

The flight split at Point Dog and started a high-power climb, the AD's 
heading for Atsugi and the Fall's for assigned gun battery positions around 
Yokohama. The jet escort accompanied the AD's and went in on Atsugi air- 
field first in flak suppression runs, AD's followed in clean glide-bombing 
runs from 7,500 feet. The F^U's did glide-bombing from approximately 5,000 
feet. 

Both flights then returned to Point Able at high speed, at an altitude 
of 4,0QQ feet, where a rendezvous was effected for return to the BOXER, Two 
Jets, two AD's, and two F^U's landed at Atsugi due to engine troubles and 
low fuel in one jet. Return to the BOXER was made at an altitude of 4,000 
feet. 
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The flight made » normal rendezvous and began to climb slowly 
enroute to point Able. Base altitude at the time of » ©aching the 
coast was 7500«. A port turn was made and the flight proceeded south 
along the coast for about 10 miles to consume time. This was fol- 
lowed by a 180 degree reversal of course ond a return to point Able, 
letting down to 3500». Between point Able and point Baker the flight 
descended to 3000* to reraein below the overcast. At point Baker, a 
MR "window-dropping" plane was detached accompanied by one AD wing» 
man. THeMtwo planes began a climb above the flight to point Charlie,, 
where they then turned to the starboard ond headed for the coast* Ifpca 
reaching iJhe coast they turned narth # still climbing end intermittently 
dropping window. About half-way between the point where they first 
reached vm coast and the Masawe Air Base they were intercepted by two 
Air force jets at 12,000* , In the meantime the strike group continued 
inland toward point Dog under eloud cover and at tree-top altitude, 
A turn to starboard was made short of point Dog and .the ©<5astlia« was 
finally reached at the postvettaok rendezvous point % Mere a 360 deg»e# 
climbing turn was made to 4500* and then the f $8H headed directly 
for Misawa Air Base followed by the AD's. About five miles from the 
target a P80 type Jet was passed going in the opposite direction at 
the seme altitude, but no interception was attempted* Jet fighters 
were caught by the F4U's on their take-off run and would have bee* 
shot down. The AD's simulated an attack on perked jets at the eif fea«r« 

Retirement was due east to the coast line, followed by a 270 degree 
turn and retirement to the rendezvous point. At this time intercepting 
jets made runs on the formation. 

Departure for the Boxer was mad© on a mag. heeding of 165 at an 
altitude of 4000 ». This was gradually increased to 5000 1 and held 
until 20 miles from the Boxer when a gredxiel let-devm was started. 
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TARGET - - Johnson A.F.B. 
ATTACK TIME - - 1600 
LAUNCH TIME - - 1430 



After rendezvous the high altitude element of the strike group, 
consisting of 12 F4U»s, flew to the coastline at an altitude of 500 < 
arriving at a position 75 miles north of Mi to, from this position a 
1000 ft/min. climb was initiated causing the group to arrive just north 
of I4ito at 19,000 ft.» 1530 hours. The fighter escort, which consist- 
ed of 6 F9F f s, had arrived at this point earlier to await the arrival 
of the strike group. Soon after arriving over Mito at 20000 ft. they 
were attacked by U F9A*s. the F9F*a were still under attack when the 
strike group arrived* The 19F i s immediately rendezvoused on the strike 
group, in order to escort them to the target, and were followed by the 
intercepting F94 f s. As the strike group proceeded on a course of 290 
degrees T the intercepting planes tracked them, but made no effort to 
attack. Immediately after the strike, group turned to a true heading 
of 175 degrees, the F94*s commenced attacking and continued to do so 
until the glide bombing run on the target was completed. It is felt 
that, had the strike leader instructed the escorting F9F , s to stay 
clear, the strike group would have escaped interception. 

The low element of the group consisted of 6 AD^ end 6 Yl$ % s, 
After launch they proceeded to the coastline at an altitude of 500 ». 
A fun in to the target was initiated from the vicinity of Otaha stay- 
ing at an altitude of 500*. Shortly before reaching the Tcne-Gawa 
River a high speed climb to 10,000 ft* was commenced and during the 
climb the strike group was sighted by a flight of FSl's. Shortly after 
being sighted attacks were made by the F51's and a number of effective - 
runs were made prior to reaching a "push over" point for the ensuing 
dive bombing runs. 

Prior to the time that either element reached the coestllne, two 
AD countermeasure aircraft commenced a run on o heading of 080 T degrees 
south of Tokyo bay. Dispensing winder, as these aircraft turned to a 
heading of north for the final run on the target they were intercept- 
ed by 2 F9f *s and theoretically put out of action. However, they con- 
tinued the attack and saturated the target area with window. 

All elements of the attacking group were effectively intercepted 
prior to attack on the targets. 
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From; Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVER 
(2 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far Bast 

(4) Commander in Chief , U.S. Pacific Fleet 



Commander Seventh Fleet l\\ 



Subj: *;ion Report for the period 1 August through U 
August 1952 

Ref : U) OpNav Instruction 34SO. 4 

End: (1) CVG-2 conf Itr ser 010 dtd 14 August 1952 Action /W 
Report of Carrier Air Group TWO Il-ll August 1992) tf?uj 

1. In compliance with OpNav Instruction 3400-4 the Action 
Report for the period 1 August through 11 August 1952 is hereby 
submitted. 

PART I Composition, of Own Forces and ftfrasjcn 
a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with Task Element 77 .01 confidential 
dispatch 0106001 of August, the U.S.S. BOXES (CV-21), with 
Commander Carrier Division TJHREE embarked, got underway oh the 
morning of 1 August 1952, from Yokosufrn, Japan to the operating 
area and rendezvoused with Task Force SfTOITY -SEVEN in the Sea 
of Japan on the morning of 4 August 1952. Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. WXM (CV-21) , the U.S. 3. 
ESSEX (CV-9), and heavy support and screen ships. 

(2) RADM A.S0UCHC, OSN Commander Carrier Division THREE 
relieved RADM REGAN, USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, as OTC 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. The U.S.S. BOOT (CV-21), upon 
rendezvousing with Task Perce SEVENTY-SEVHi relieved the U.S.S. 
BON HOt* RICHARD (CV-31) which departed TF-77 for Yokosuka, 
Japan. 

MISSION 

The mission of this force, as set forth by GTF-77 OpOrder 
No. 22-51, second revision, was to conduct a. systematic program 
of air and surface interdiction, provide close air support of 
ground operations, assist in maintaining control of vital sea 
areas and operate as a fast carrier task force when directed, 
in order to support UN Forces in Korea and to support the policy 
of the United States in the Far East. 
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PART II CHRONOLOOICX ORDER OF EVENTS 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER* s employment 
during the period of this action Report. 

1 August 1952 

i.t 0640. the BOXER, escorted by the following ships, tho 
'1.3.3. 3PR0ST0N (DDE-577), U.S.S. 3TEMBEL (DD-644). and the 
U .3.3. JENKINS (DDE-447), forming Task Element 77.01, departed 
Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating area. 

Emergency drills and exercises were conducted throughout 
tho dcy in preparation for the forthcoming change of command. 

2 ..ugust 1952 

Enr te to the oner: ting area. During the morning, the 
destroyers U.S.S. T..YLCR (DDE-468) and the U.S.S. WALKER 
(DDE-517) joinod TE 77.01. Departmental inspections were con- 
ducted as ordered, incident to the forthcoming change of com- 
n?jid. 

3 August 1952 

Group Air Tactics were conducted. 

4 August 1952 

At 0640, the BOXER and T5 77*01 rendezvoused with Task 
Force SEVENTY- SEVEN in the 6ea of Japan. 

At 0930 CAPTAIN MARSHALL B. GUHNEY, U3N, relieved CAPTAIN 
DENNIS J. SULLIVAN, U3N, as Commanding Officer, U.o.3. BOXER 
(CV-21). 

At 1324 ComCarDiv THREE relieved ComCarDiv ONE as CTF 77 
and assumed f ctical command of the Task Force. 

The Task Force replenished. 

5 August 1952 

Commencing at 0300, a total of one hundred and six (106) 
combat sorties were launched. 

6 August 1952 

Eight combat sorties had been launched when the outbreak 
of a fire on the hangar deck precluded further flight operations. 
In a matter of seconds the hangar deck was a raging inferno as 
a result of the explosion of a gasoline tank on one airplane 
which quickly set off others. On deck there were some 5# air- 
craft loaded with ammunition including high explosive, frag- 
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mentation , incendiaries, and 50 Cal. and 2QMM amnunition. The 
ship was making 30 knots at the time. The decision to be made 
was "whether to launch what was on deck with a view of saving 
planes or to take a chance and taxi the planes forward, jet- 
tison the bombs and ammunition, reduce the ships speed end fight 
the fire. n The latter, of course, was chosen. The first re- 
port received indicated it to be a port side fire, when actually 
the entire hangar deck was enveloped in flames even though the 
fire had broken out on the port side. Word was soon received 
that entry to the hangar deck could not be made on the star- 
board side and that the flames would have to be attacked from 
the Number WO elevator, which was in the raised position, 
accordingly, a turn was made to starboard so that the fire 
fighting crews could enter the hangar deck from up wind. There 
followed s grim fight on the part 01 the crew to control the 
f\ro in spite of 50 Cal. and shells exploding all over the 

hangar deck. The holocaust was added to by the exploding of a 
$60 pound bomb* Sixty-three men who were trapped, jumped over 
the side and were quickly rescued by attending helicopters, des- 
troyers and cruisers. The smoke was terrific and enveloped the 
entire ship^ Engineering spaces were almost untenable and two 
fire rooms had to be abandoned. It was at this point that con- 
siderable doubt existed as to our ability to control the fire. A fur- 
ther loss of power would have loft us dead in the water and 
without water pressure for the fire hoses. Fortunately, ten- 
acious men in the engineering department hung on to the point 
of exhaus* :n until the flames could be controlled. The Damage 
Control Central Station functioned throughout and was in con- 
stant communication with its four repair parties. Ivory man 
not trapped below unhesitatingly entered the inferno without 
regard to personal danger from exploding ammunition and bombs. 
The performance of the crew was magnificent and was a most im- 
pressive demonstration of a selflessness, determination and 
tctamwork. While the fire fighting was progressing on the hangar 
dock, crews on the flight deck removed bombs and ammunition from 
aircraft and ready service lockers thus eliminating a terrible 
threat against the life of the ship, After having accomplished 
this herculean task in a matter of minutes, these men turned to 
the business of fighting the fire. It wss from U to 5 hours 
lc.ter before we could be sure that there was no additional threat 
of fire, enter spaces, and determine who of those who had been 
trapped were safe and who of those who had been driven over the 
side had been rescued by accompanying ships, The final total 
was determined to be: 8 dead, 1 missing, 1 critically injured, 
1 seriously burned and some 70 overcome by smoke. Of the 63 
who had gone over the side, all were rescued and returned^ to 
the ship, 

Work was immediately started to make repairs and restore 
the ship to operating condition after assessing the damage. By 
dint of whole hearted effort on the part of the crew, the ship 
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was restored to a condition in which it could operate its air- 
craft, IS aircraft were damaged or destroyed. It was decided 
by higher authority that the ship was to return to the Repair 
Base at Yokosukn to get rid of its duds, receive replacement 
aircraft, make minimum repairs and return to the operating line. 

The following dispatch was received by the BOXER from CTF 77: 

MY ADMIRATION FOR YOU AND YOUR FINE CREW 13 GREATER THAN EVER X 
PERFORMANCE 'VA3 MAGNIFICENT X 

7 Augus'. '952 

In compliance with CTF 77 confidential dispatch 0613262 

flans were made to depart TF 77 on & July for repairs in 
okosuka, Japan, 

No flight operations were conducted, 

8 August 1952 

At 15001 the BOXER, escorted by the U.S.S. PERKINS (DDR-677), 
departed TF 77 enroute to Yokosuka in accordance with CTF 77 
confidential dispatch 06*0252Z. 

9 August 1952 

Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan for repairs* 

10 August 1952 

In the early morning the escort ship U.S.S. PERKINS (DDR-877) 
departed the BOX^R to return to TF 77 In compliance with CTF 77 
confidential dispptch 080252Z. 

During the afternoon, Memorial services were held to bono* 
those who lost their lives during this tour of duty, 

11 August 1952 

,.r. _ved Yokosuka, Japan in ee.rly morning for repairs. 
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a, Anti-Aircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on 2 
occasions; performance wss considered satisfactory. The d^tes 
of firing »re listed below: 

(1) Enroute frotB Yokosuka , Japan to operating area, 
2 August 1<?52 - BAKER, GEORGE and HOW runs, 

|2) Replenishment Period U ^ugust 1952 - 
BAKER and OBOE runs. 

b, 3ee enclosure (1) for amunition expended during *diti- 
Aircraft exercises and araemnition jettisoned during the fire, 

p;>RT IV Battle Daraag e 

a. No battle danage v;as sustained by the ship as a result 
of on any action. Included under Dacage Control and Gunnery is 
a resume of damage resulting froci the firo of 6 august 1952* 

If APT, V. ?m°mel 

a. Casualties 

(1) There wore no cocbit casualties suffered by ohip's 
Como-my personnel as a result of cnerry action. .»ir Group cas- 
ualties are reported in enclosure (1) of this report, 

(2) One officer and eight enlisted men were killed ae 
a result of fire on the BOXES on 6 August. Two of the enlisted 
personnel were attached to the Marine Detachment of the BOXER: 

KOSVKI, Arthur K. PFC. US4C 
RQUIfSTON , Terrell R. CPL, USMC 

The remaf lar of the casualties were Carrier air Group TWO per- 
sonnel ani are reported in enclosure (1). 

b. Performance 

(1) Personnel performance and morale have been excellent 
during the period of this report. The average on -board count 

of enlisted personnel was 2012, which was satisfactory. 

(2) Critical shortages continue in EM, 10, KM, BT, 
RK, SK, and QM rates. The on -board training program has been 
continued to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for 
advancement. During the period of this report, there wore no 
transfers or receipts of enlisted personnel. 




c. (!) Tho following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men: 

(a| Issue of daily ship's newspaper. 

(b) Daily newscast over P. A. System. 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

(d) Hobby 3hop opened for issue of material 
one hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

(e) Exercise rooms for physical conditioning of 
officers and enlisted men. 

(f) Ship's library opened at regular hours for 
all hands. 

(g) The Commi33ary Officer maintains a record of 
birthday anniversary dates for all enlisted 

?ersonnel. Men are notified in the Plan of 
he Day to report to Commissary Office on 
their birthdays to receive froe cake and 
ice cream. 



(2) teovics are shown daily. During the operation, 
16 different programs were shown a total of 4& times. A late 
night movie was shown in the Training Room for personnel unable 
to attend regular showings. 

(3) The Kobby 3hop was well patronized. Craft 
supplies were leather plastic, models, and paints. The space 
occupied by the shop is quite small and no work is actually 
done there. The space is used for sale of material only, 

d. R eligious Activities 

(1) Divine Services were held as follows: 

(a) Catholic Mass daily; Catholic Evening De- 
votions daily; Prote3tant Worship every 
ounday; Latter Day faints services, Christian 
science Jervices, and Jewish Services were 
held. 

(b) The 3hip , s Chapel was open at all times to 
men of all faiths for spiritual reading and 
prayer. 

(c) Memorial services were held on 10 August for 
seven pilots killed or missing in action 
since the BOXER left the continental United 
States last February and for the one officer 
and eight men who died ?.s a result of a fire 
in the ship on 6 August 1952. 
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FART VI Comments 

a. Operations 

(1) Aerology 

The operating area was tinder the domination of 
a weak high pressure are* during the period 4 through 6 August, 
scattered to broken cumulus of fair neither with a Dinimum of 
riddle and hi^h clouds prevailed throughout period, finds 
continued lieht with an average velccitv of 9 knots and an 
kveraec minimum velocity of 2.5 knots. Operations were net 
suspended because of we- ther during the period. 

At 06A5I on 6 August , the ^eroiefical Office 
was secure' 1 b»cp.uss cf har,vy smoke from thr. fi.ru on the hriuj&r 
deck. Nor. . .... operations wero resumed at 111511* Investigation 

revealed thet the only damage sustained in serology, outside 
of superfic* al d:*nanu from smoke and water, was to the anemo- 
netcr resetter unit "which short-circuit :.d when tha intanoe 
heat in th*> office caused condensation inside the unit, 

(2) Photo Interpretation 

The Photo interpretation section made a d?r..ege 
«ssesscent and flak study cf hydro-electric plants in the* Navy 
p.rea. k flak study t.ouraid was also made up from the photo 
coverage of the on: day operating- period* 

RP€Q K?-'.gN DAT IONS 

Optical glass should be used in tha camera ports in the 
F9F type photo aircraft in place of the- plexiglass covers now 
in use* It is estimated through comparison that a 20 p: : r cent 
increase in quality of photography could be anticipated. A 
large amount of distortion is obtained ss^ccir.lly in low alti- 
tude oblique type photography from the plcxiglas camera ports* 

b. Damage Control 

The fire of 6 nueust caused considerable damage to 
both the ships structure and to equipment « a list of danagsd 
or destroyed gunnery equipment will be found in Gunnery Com- 
ments. Oth'-r damrges are listed below: 

STRUCTURAL P HAGES: 

Forward bulkhead beam of Arresting Gear 9 -and 10 space 
buckled, Pr. 126, ..thwart ships beam ( hoavy ) at frame 121 
buckled. 
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Bulkhead and athwartships beam at frame 117 (port and 
starboard) buckled* 

Thirteen longitudinal girders buckled (port side) fr. 
117 to 121. 

Twel,.' longitudinal girders buckled (port side) fr, 121 
to 125. 

Four longitudinal girders buckled (starboard) fr. 117 to 121. 

Bulkheads at frs. Ill and 113 at athwartships passage 
buckled. 

< Seven longitudinal girders were buckled in Port oquadron 
Office. 

Longitudinal girders, starbosrd, Fr. 113 to 117, four 
buckled. 

Longitudinal girders, starboard, Fr. 107 to 111, one 
buckled. 

Longitudinal girders in Flight Crew's Locker, fr. 107 to 
111, four were buckled. 

Longitudinal girders in Electronics 3toreroom ,/3, Fr. 
107 to 111, three buckled. 

Fore and aft bulkhead, fr. 113 to 135 was buckled. 

Approximately 50 feet of light metal athwartship catwalk 
and railings, fr. Ill to 113 were damaged or missing. 

02 C --k girders - some were buckled end decking was 
warped win blast end shrapnel holes, fibrous glass insulation 
burned off un^.er docking and under Flight Deck in open areas. 

DAMAGES TO SEVERAL SPACES: 

Port oquadron Office - doors, escape scuttles, all fur- 
niture, fibrous glass insul?tion and ventilation ducts were 
damaged or destroyed. 

Electronics storeroom #3 all bins damaged or destroyed. 

Flight Crew's Locker, B-0211L, fr. 107 to 111, port - 
door, insulation, bunks and lockers were destroyed. 

i 

Aviation Radio Shop #1, starboard, fr. 100 to 105 had large 
blast hole in deck. 
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Snail shrapnel hit forward edge, port, of athwartships cat- 
walk, 02 deck, fr. 77, 

Rubber light excluder forming port side of expansion joint 
at frame 112 was entirely burned. 

Four port roller curtains ware badly damaged or demolished, 
fr. 103 - 111, fr. 114 - 117, fr. 122 - 125 and fr. 139 - 142. 

Hangar Deck iprinkler and Water Curtain piping was broken 
end dennped in numerous places from fr=me 100 to frame 125. 

Heavy supporting frameworks between roller curtains port 
side of Hangar <?t frames 107, 111, were buckled, one at frame 
117 was slightly buckled. 

Expansion joint plating across Flight Deck at frame 112 
was buckled, numerous holes were chopped in deck to allow 
fighting firo below. 

Hard patches in Hangar Deck over Marine Compartment, fr. 
107 to 111, have several leaky rivets. 

Several joiner and fumetight doors need to b e replaced 
or straightened and overhauled. 

Joiner doors to Ready Room nk, squadron Office, and fume- 
tight door 2-100-2 arc warped, and also the following: 

Port joiner door to Gunnery Office. 
Joiner door to Jtarboard Squadron Office, 
FTD 02-131-1 

Joiner door and escape scuttle to Port Squadron Office, 

Joiner door to Flight Crew's Locker. 

Armored doors to Electronics otoreroom #3. f 

Bulkhead, 2nd deck, fr. Ill in Compartment B-201-1L was 
buckled, heavy fore and aft longitudinal and one supporting 
stanchion, fr. 107 were bent and buckled. 

Hydraulic board - Void flooding control to void tanks #3 
port - all gauges were demolished to B-ldV, B-20V, B-26V, 
B-2SV, B-34V, B-36V, B-42V and B-44V. Air duct for Re=.dy Room 
#1 had a hole nt frame 107. 

c. Gunnery 

(1) On 6 August, as a direct result of the fire and 
the salt water to comb-t it, the following equipment was des- 
troyed, pr.rtially destroyed or placed in an inoperative state: 
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(a) The Mk 56 G-.F.C.S, !Io. 49 was almost completely 
destroyed. Only tho director unit remained undamaged, 

(b) Mk 63 G.F.C.S. No, 47 was damaged by fire and 
salt water; Inspection made by representatives of Repair 
Facilities, Yokosuka indicated that cost of the units of the 
Fk 63 G.F.C.S, could b» salvaged. 

(c) Two 40MM Quad Mounts, No f s. 45 and 47 wore 
inoperative in Local and Automatic, Power feeder cables 
supply in 0; these founts were destroyed by fire. 

(d) All remaining Ship's Ordnance Equipment was in 
a completely operative state. 

(2) Most of Ship's Gun Ammunition stowed in ready service 
«L«e*feTJS topside magazines was jettisoned during the emergency 
creator* > fire, A list of tho jettisoned ammunition is found 
in enclosure, il) . 

De..;k Seamanship: 

(1) In ten (10) days, a total of 13 destroyers engaged in 
underway transfers with the BOXER, involving one hundred fifty 
two {152) personnel transfers by highline, six (6) tons of 
cargo by highline, eight (&) destroyers being refueled. In 
such a relatively short time in the forward area, this is a 
very high rate of underway transfers. No casualties, losses, 
or injuries were sustained. 

(2) . The fire of 6 August caused considerable loss of deck 
gear, Dtiw to excessive heat and smoke, numerous men wore forced 
to abandon the ship. All possible aid wes given the men in the 
water in the way of life preservers. Approximately four hundred 
fifty (450) life jackets were lost during this operation. Three 
(3) floater nets were lost, eight having been placed in the water, 
five being retrieved. Two life rafts were lost over the side, 
and two ware sevorly burned. The number two Motor Whale Boat 

was badly scorched on the inboard hull, and the hoisting gear 
wes lowered into the water by canilr falls on 11 August for 
repairs. The port after accomodation ladder was badly damaged • 
by fire and concussion. The bales and hand rails were salvaged, 
but were badly heated, Tho upper platform for the ladder was 
severly damaged, while the lower platform was undamaged . All 
the gsngway falls and tackle were completely destroyed. Numerous 
cargo net . cargo oats, and cane fenders were destroyed. One 
1 5/# n £, lay mooring line wes destroyed, approximately 

700 fathom of manila line wr.s destroyed, along with 30 miscell- 
aneous blocks. The majority of this gear belonged to the Second 
Division and was stowed on the uptakes on the starboard side of 
the hangar deck amidships* Tho incinerator was flooded, but not 
damaged by fire; some of the fire bricks will need replacing. 





(3) Due to quick action of the crew on the flight deck and 
f entail, many deaths were averted by life saving gear having 
been placed in the water, 

ORDNANCE EXPENDED IN ANTI -AIRCRAFT FIRING 



AAC fs^f 43 Rounds 



TYPE 

5*733 Cal 

Powder (SPDN) 
Projectiles ACC 
Projectiles VT 
Projectiles Illun 
Short Charges 



40MM 
Heit 
BL&T 



(SD) 



Nose Fuses AN-MK155 
AN-MK155 
AN-MK149 
(UT) MK172 



HEIT 

JETTISONED ORDNANCE 
NUMBER 



560 Rounds 
280 Rounds 
280 Rounds 
4 Rounds 
12 Rounds 



£460 Rounds 
240 Rounds 

264 Rounds 
264 Rounds 
2335 Rounds 
300 Rounds 

30 Rounds 



40MM 



53 Rounds 



WEIGHT IN POUNDS 



Flares, Para, AN-M26 
Signals, Night, Drift AN-MK5 30 Rounds 
Lights, Float, A/C AN-MK6 3 Rounds 
Black Cannon Powder 300 Rounds 

3 PDR, Saluting Charges 54 Rounds 

Total (Weight in pounds). •••••••• • 129,036 



20 i 160 
15,120 
15,120 
216 
336 



60^950 
1,725 

1,694 
1,694 
7,275 
2,475 

2,925 
280 
160 
300 
300 



d. kttdieal 

While enroute to the operating area, the entire 
ship's company and air group personnel were inoculated against 
Cholera and Typhus, The Medical Department carried out routine 
duties until 6 August 1952 at about 0630 when the fire occurred 
on the hangar deck resulting in the death of one Medical Officer 
and eight enlisted men. There were injuries to twenty three 
personnel requiring admission to the sick list, of which one was 
critical and one serious. Approximately fifty men were slightly 
injured or overcome by smoke. They were given first aid 
treatment and returned to duty. During the fire it was necessary 
to set up aid stations in the wardroom and on the flight deck, 
these stations were operated until the fire was brought under 
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control at which time all patients requiring admission were 
tvriovad to sick bay. Most of tha patients adniitted were suffer- 
ing Iron smoke exhaustion and were discharged fren the sick list 
within 1-3 days after admission. On arrival in Yokosuka 11 
august 1952 the retaains of eight personnel wore transferred to 
USNH for preparation and shipment to ContfS* Two injured men 
were transferred to USNH for treatment and disposition. 



\UTH^ITT.C»TSDs 
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r? n « a DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 

From: Commandirtg Officer DECIASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

lo: Chief of Naval Operations DOD DIR 5200.10 

Via: (1) Command er Task Force SEVENTY -3 EVEN 

(2) Commander Seventh Fleet 

(3) Conviiarder Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 23 August through 6 Sept- 
ember 1952 

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 34&0.4 

End: (l) CVG-2 Con.f ltr ser 017 dtd 6 September 1952 Action 
Report of Carrier Air Group TWO (23 August - 6 
September 1952) 

1. In compliance with OpNav Instruction 34&0.4 the Action Re- 
port for the period 23 August through 6 September is hereby 
submitted. 

PART I - Composition of own Forces and Mission 
a. Composition 

(1) In accordance with CTF 77 Confidential dispatch 
200312Z of August 1952, the U.S.o. BOXER (CV-21), got underway 
on the afternoon of 23 August 1952, from Yokosuka, Japan, to 
the operating area. The 3CXER was joined by the U.3.S. FECH- 
TELER (DD-870) on the afternoon of 24 August. The rendezvous 
with Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN in the Sea of Japan was accomplished 
on the afternoon of 25 August. 

Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN was composed of the U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CV-37), the U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9), the U.S.S. BOXER 
(CV-21) and heavy support and screen ships. 

(2) RADM A. S0UCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division 
THREE was OTC Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN , 



b. Mission 

(1) The mission of this force, as set forth in CTF 77 
Op Order No. 22-51, second revision, was to conduct a systematic 
program of air and surface interdiction, provide close air sup- 
port of ground operation, assist in maintaining control of vital 
sea areas and operate as a fast carrier task force, when directed 
in order to support UN Forces in Korea and to support the policy 
of the United States in the Far East. 



PART II - Chronological Order of Events 

a. The following is an outline of the BOXER ' s employment 
during the period of this Action Report. 

23 August 1952 - 

At 1301 the BOXER departed the port of Yokosuka, Japan, 
en route to the operating area, 

24 August 1952 - 

At 1315 the BOXER was joined by the U.S.S. FECHTELER 
(DD-370) at the west end of Van Diemen Strait and proceeded for 
rendezvous with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN , 

During the afternoon emergency drills and exercises 
were conducted. 

The following dispatch was received from Commander Task 
Force NINETY: 

"CONGRATULATION TO THE BOXER AND THE FINE SPIRIT WHICH HAS EN- 
ABLED SHIP TO RETURN TO ACTION IN RAPID TIME X READ ADM MC- 
INERNEY" 

25 August 1952 - 

During e^.rly morning, six HRS-2 Marine helicopters 
were launched from the BOXER for flyaway to Korea, where they 
were to be utilized by the United Nations ground forces, .. 

Commencing at 0800 a total of 67 training sorties 
were launched. At 1545 the U.S.S. BOXER rendezvoused with Task 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the Sea of Japan. 

26 August 1952 - 

RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, Commander Carrier Division THREE, 
and CTF 77 transferred to the U.S. J. BOXER (CV-21) from the 
U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9). The Task Force replenished. 

27 August 1952 - 

The BOXER conducted air operations off Northern Korea. 
Strikes were launched against targets in the vicinity of Chosen 
and against inland storage and supply areas south of Wonsan. 

Commencing at 0930 a total of 66 combat sorties were 

launched. 
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23 August 1952 - 

Adverse weather delayed scheduled, flight operations 
until 1230. A total of 43 combat sorties were launched on tar- 
gets in the Song jin-Kilchu area. 

One F6F-5K drone was launched under control of 2 AD 
control planes. 

29 August 1952 - 

Commencing at 0S00, a total of 112 combat sorties were 
launched against targets in the areas near Pyongyang and Wonsan. 

One F6F-5K drone was launched. 

30 August 1952 - 

The Task Force replenished. No flight operations were 
conducted this date. 

31 August 1952 - 

Four sorties were launched but adverse weather pre- 
cluded further air operations. 

1 September 1952 - 

Commencing at 0430 a total of 130 sorties were launched 
with industrial and mining installations at Chongjin and Musan 
as their targets. 

Two F6F-5K drones were launched. 

2 September 1952 - 

A total of 97 combat sorties were launched for inter- 
diction strikes and strikes on rear area supply and troop con- 
centrations in North Korea. 

Two F6F-5K drones were launched. 

3 September 1952 - 

No air operations were conducted because of adverse 

weather. 

4 September 1952 - 

At 1557 the U.d.J. BOXER (CV-21), with Commander Car- 
rier Division THREE embarked, the U.S.S* SSdEX (CV-9), and the 
U.3.S. PARK (DD-8S4), formed Task Element 77.02 and departed 
Task Force SEVEN TY-oEVEN for Yokosuka, Japan* 
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ECUSgJFIHD # 9 

CAPTAIN P. D. JTROOP, USN, Commanding Officer, 
U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) was designated OTC, Task Element 77.02. 

A total of forty- six aircraft were launched for 
flyaway to Atsugi. 

5 September 1952 - 

Snroute to *okosuka, Japan. At 0302 in accordance 
with CTF 77 Confidential dispatch 0403 51Z, the U.J.o. PARK (DD-S34) 
departed Task Element 77.02 to return to Task Force 3EV3NTY-SEVEN. 

6 September 1952 - 

At 0715 three aircraft were launched for flyaway to 
Atsugi. At 1112 the BOXER arrived Yokosuka, Japan. 

PART III - Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 

No material casualties were experienced during this period. 

PART IV - Battle Damage 

No battle damage was sustained by the ship. See enclosure 
(1) for damage inflicted on the enemy and for that suffered by 
BOXER aircraft. 

PARI? V - Personnel 

a. Casualties: 



(1) There were no combat casualties suffered by 3hip T s 
Company personnel as a result of enemy action, 

b. Performance; 



(1) Personnel performance and morale have been ex- 
cellent during the period of this report. During this period 
the average on board count of enlisted personnel was 2,035, 
which number was satisfactory. 

(2) Critical shortages continue in EM, IC, MM, BT, 
RM, TE and QM rates. The on board training program has been 
continued to train personnel of lower ratings to qualify for 
advancement. During the period of this report there were no 
transfers or receipts of enlisted personnel. 

c« Recroation; 



(1) The following activities were initiated for the 
welfare of officers and enlisted men. 
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(a) Issue of daily ship's newspaper. 

(b) Daily newscast over P f A. S3>-steni. 

(c) Radio broadcasts and recordings. 

(d) Hobby Shop opened for issue of material one 
hour on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

(e) Exercise rooms for physicd conditioning of 
officers and enlisted men. 

(f) The Commissary Officer maintains a record 

of birthday anniversary dates of all enlisted 
personnel. Names of men having birthdays 
appear in the Plan of the Day. Thoy report 
to the Commissary Office and receive compli- 
mentary birthday cake and ice cream. 

(2) Movies were shown daily. During the operation, 
26 different programs were shown a total of 92 times. 



d. Religious Activities : 

(1) Divine Services were held as follows: 



(a) Catholic mass daily; Catholic Evening De- 
votions daily; Protestant Worship every 
Sunday; Latter Day Saints dorvices, Christian 
ociencc Jervices and Jewish services were 
held. 

(b) The Ship's Chapel was open at all times to 
men of all faiths for spiritual reading and 
prayer. 



PART VI - Comments 



a. Operations 



during the period of this report, GMU-90 was aboard 
for the purpose of evaluating a television guidance system, A 
total of six (6) F6F-5(K) drones were launched against selected 
targets in North Korea. This is believed to be the first time 
that a guided missile has been launched from a ship against 
enemy forces in Korea. 

From an operational standpoint, the following comments 
are believed to be worthy of consideration for planning pur- 1 
poses: 

1. The tests were made at a time when the BOXER 
was engaged in maximum effort strikes, and had a full comple-*- 
ment of eighty (Bo) planes on board. In order to bring the two 
(2) drones "and two (2) AD-2(Q) control planes aboard, it was 
necessary to keep two (2) of the ship's AD T s on the beach. Re- 
placement drones were brought aboard as others were expended. 
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DECLASSIFY a. Tho starboard wing of the F6F-5(K) could not 
be folded when the television camera pod was installed. Due 
to space limitations on the hanger deck, this often int erf erred 
with scheduled work and with spotting incident to flight oper- 
ations, 

3. Thirty (30) minutes were required to warm-up 
and check the equipment after the planes were brought up to 
the flight deck. It is believed that additional planes should 
be sent to the beach to make available sufficient space to 
permit the check of the equipment to be made on the hanger 
deck. This would make possible an immediate launch when the 
planes were brought up, end would not interfere with other 
scheduled operations. 

4. It is noted that the ship must maintain a 
steady course for the drone gyro stabilization to be checked 
and until it is launched, 

(1) CIC 

(a) During the period of this report, ?.ll the 
normal functions of CIC were satisfactorily performed. Main- 
tenance of equipment was particularly difficult. This f?ct is 
attributed to the heat and water damage suffered by the equip- 
ment during the recent fire. Prior to our deployment, all . 
equipment was thoroughly checked and tested. However, the SU 
radar was the only system which performed satisfactorily with- 
out a breakdown, 

(b) During this operating period, the ship was 

in high winds resulting from the typhoon "Mary". At a relative 
wind of sixty (60) knots, the overload in the SPS-6B drive 
assembly tripped, and the antennae was allowed to run free. At 
times, the rotation rate was as high as 20 RPM, but there was 
no damage to the equipment. A relative wind of seventy (70) 
knots resulted in erratic rotation of the SX antennae. However, 
the SX performed satisfactorily throughout the storm, and was 
invaluable as a source of weather information. 

(2) Aerology 

(a) Period 23 August through 6 September was 
characterized by the normal summer monsoon weather. Prevailing 
winds remained south to southwesterly with an average velocity 
of 14 knots, and an average minimum velocity of 5 knots. Low 
cloudiness over target areas caused delay of early flights on 
27 August and cancellation of operations on 31 August, 

(b) Operating area remained operational throughout 
period with the exception of 3 September when Tropical otorm 
"Mary" moved rapidly through the bellow oaa, across central Korea, 
and into the oea of Japan causing low cloudiness, precipitation, 
restricted visibilities, and strong winds, 
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(3) Photography: 

Total No. Negatives made ....... 1,601 

Total No. Prints made • S,321 

Total Amt. Motion Ficture Film exposed. 3,500 

Photo Interpretation 

(a) The Photo Intelligence section produced routine 
flak studies, target studies, damage assessment and target search 
reports during the period covered by this report. The special 
GMU-90 Drone project group was aided with photo intelligence of 
their targets by the ship's P.I. Section. The section also 
provided one of the throe targets used for the test, 

(b) The change in the Task Forces offensive plan 
from a strict Communications interdiction program brought about 
a rapid change in the enemys anti-aircraft defenses* Many heavy 
and medium A/A batteries have been rapidly moved to the defense 
of the remaining possible usable Hydro-electric plants and 
other industrial targets, 

b. Gunnery 

(1) No material casualties were experienced during 
this period. 

(2) *-.nti-Aircraft Firing Exercises were conducted on 
two occasions: 



(a) Replenishment period 
26 august 1952 



BAKER, OBOE and 
HOW runs 



(b) Enroute from Operating BAKER, UNCLE and 
Area to Yokosuka, Japan GEORGE runs 
5 September 1952 

(3) Ship's Gun Ammunition expended: 

AAC (MTF) - lid rds HEIT (SD) - 65 rds 

DECK SECTION 

(A) During the above mentioned period, the following 
seamanship exercises were carried out with no casualties or 
losses: 

Refueled from two AO's 
Rearmed from two AE T s 
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(5) -Seven High Line transfers involving 96 
personnel and approximately six tons of cargo. 



M. B. GURNEY 
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U.SiSi BOXER (CVA-21; 

c/o Fleet Post Office CVA2l/02-jsj 

San Francisco, California A4.-3 

U t U L AaraflB^ScfRMATION 7 July 1953 
Prom: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations nowum™* 

Via: (1) Commandor Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN nrruS5L A J 3 YEAR ,NTERV Al& 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet nnn S AFTER 12 Y£AfiS 

(3) Commandor Naval Fofcos, Far East yuD DIR 52m <> 
U) Commandor in Chiof, U. S, Pacific Floot 

Subj : Action Roport for the period 10 May through 21 Juno 1953 

Rof : (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 34-80.4. dtd 1 July 1951 

End: (l) ATGKL conf ltr s or CfflD d*d' 26 June 1953, Action Report of 
Carrior Air Task Group ONE (10 May - 21 Juno 1953) 

1« In compliance with roforonco (a), tho Action Roport for tho poriod 
10 May through 21 June is horoby submitted. 



PART I Composition of Own Forcos and Mission 

a. Composition 

(1) On 10 May 1953, in accordanco with CTF-77 confidential 
dispatch 281224Z April 1953, tho U^S.S. BOXER (CVA-21)* with RAEM.W. D. 
JOHNSON, DSN, Commandor Carrxor Division ONE, and Air Task Group ONE 
embarked, departed Yokosuka, Japan, accompanied by tho U.S.S. BIACK 
(DD-666), onrouto to tho operating aroa. 

(2) Rendezvous with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN was of footed 
the afternoon of 12 May 1953. Tho OTC and CTF-77 was RADM A. SOUCEK, 
USN, Commandor Carrier Division THREE, embarked on tho U.S.S. PRINCETON 
(CVA-37). RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Commandor Carrior Division ONE, waa 
socond in command. Ships prosont at tho time of rondo zvous includod tho 
U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37), tho U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-4-5), tho U.S.S. 
BREMERTON (CA-130), and various scroon ships, Tho U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA 
(CVA-4.7), tho U.S.S, IAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39), tho U.S.S. NEW JERSEY 
(BB-62), and tho U.S.S. MANCHESTER (CL-83) woro oporated with at various 
times during tho poriod of this roport. 

b. Mission 

Tho mission of this ship, as a component of Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, is sot forth in Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN Op-Ordor 2-52. 
Briofly statod it is as follows: 

(l) Assist in tho program for the systematic interdiction of 
enemy novomont and rosupply ovor tho Northoast Koroan railroads, road 
comploxcs, and storage areas. 



(2) Destroy electric power generating plants and electric 
distribution systems in Northeast Korea* 

(3) Furnish Close Air Support to and air strikes in support 
of front line ground forcos, coordinating operations with Fifth Air 
Force, Koroa, through the Joint Operations Center, Korea. 

(A) Protect tho Task Force against air, surface, and sub- 
"«rino attacks, 

(5) Assist tho UN Blockading and Escort Force in over-all 
defense and local ground dofonso of friendly Korean Islands as re- 
quired using air support. 

(6) Conduct Photo and armed roconnaissanco in support of 
tho intoi M.ction program, providing photographs and photographic 
interpretation studios, 

(7) Provido air cover for UN Naval Forcos as directed* 

PART II Chronological Order of Events 

g, Tho following is an outline of the BOXER 1 s employment during 
tho poriod of this Action Report: 

10 May 1953 - 

At O65O, in compliance with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
231324Z April 1953, tho U.S.S. BOXER (C?A-4l) with RADM tfc D* JCffNSON, 
USN, Commander Carrier Division 0NE # arid Air Task Group ONE embarked, 
accompanied by tho U.S4S; BLACK (DD-666).* departed Tokosuka* Japan 
onrouto to tho operating aroa and Task Force SEVENTfc-SEVEN* Captain 
M, B. GURNEY, USN, Commanding Officer, tf 4 S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) was OTCi 

11 May 1953 - 

Enroutc to tho operating aroa, A total of sixty- throo (63) 
Photo, ASP, and Jot Tactics training sorties were flown. Anti-aircraft 
firing oxorcisos and various othor drills wore conducted during tho day. 

12 May 1953 - 

Tho U.S.S. BOXER <CVA-2l) and tho UAS» BLACK (DD-666) ren- 
dezvoused with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN at 1205. RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, 
Connandor Carrier Division THREE, Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, 
was onborkod on tho U.S. S. PRINCETON (CVA-37). No air oporations woro 
conductod duo to replenishment. Tho following dispatch was rocoivod: 

CTF-77 120250Z 



"GLAD TO HAVE THE TOUGH OLD VETERAN BACK "WITH €S» 




13 May 1953 - 



At 0826, tho BOXER launched hor first combat sortio of hor 
fourth Koroan tour qf duty, Sixty-throo (6J) combat sortios wore 
|lown during tho day, Tho following dispatch was rocoivod: 

CTF-77 130838Z 

"PERFORMfiNGE BOXER AND HER AIR GROUP TODAY VERY FINE X MI FORECAST 
COIGN SOON YOU WILL BE BETTER THAN ANY PREVIOUS BOXER OR BOXER 
AIR GROUP AND THATS PRETTY GOOD" 

14 May 1953 * ' 

Cno hundrod and nlna (109) combat sortios woro launched. 

15 May 1953 - 

Tho Task Force rqplenishod, no air operations woro conducted. 
At 0800, RAEM W, D. JOHNSON. USN, Comoandor Carrior Division ONE, on- ■ 
barkod aboard u\S,S. BOXER (CVA«»21), assunod coEnaand of Task Fofco 
SEVENTY-^SEVEN* 

16 May 1953 t 

A total of ono hundrod and twolvo (112) sortios woro flown* 

17 May 1953 - 

Cormoncing at 0801 tho BOXER launched ono hundrod and twenty* 
four sortios, At about 1200 ENS G t M« WITTERS, USNR, 556691* VF-194, 
flying an AD-4NA BuNo 125756, paj-acautod in Wonsan Harbor, Koroa after . 
his aircraft had boon hit by enemy antiaircraft fire. Tho pilot was 
imodiatoly rescued, uninjured, by tho helicopter of the U.S*S. MANCHES- 
TER (CL-83). 

18 May 1953 > 

After a morning of replenishment, tho BOXER began launching 
aircraft at 1200, Forty-four sortios wore flown, 

19 May 1953 - 

One hundrod and seven (107) combat sortios were flown, 

20 May 1953 - 

Eighty (80) sortios woro flown this dato, At about 1240* 
LTJG W, J, 0»HEREN, USNR, 347629, VF-194, flying an AD-4NA BuNo 



127005 was forcod to ditch forward of tho ship upon tako-off duo to 
bridlo-broakago on tho catapult shot. Ho was rescued by tho U.S.S. 
MC CORD (DD-534) sustaining minor injurios of tho hoad and right 

shouldor 

21 May 1953 - 

No air oporations conductod duo to roplonishnont of tho 
T?„sk Forco. 

22 May 1953 - 

No air oporations conductod duo to non-oporationol woathor 
ovor tho Task Forco and tho Koroan Poninsula. 

23 May 1953 - 

Eighty-nino (89) sortios woro flown by BOXER aircraft. LT 
H. M. WOLFE, USNR, U956A, VF-19A, was forcod to ditch his AD-ANA 
BuNo 126919, oast of Hungrian, Koroa aftor damago by onomy anti-aircraft 
firo. Tho pilot was roscuod uninjuriod by tho U.S.S. ARDENT (AM-3A0). 

2A May 1953 - 

Boginning at 0857, ono hundred and nino (109) combat sortios 
woro launched by tho BOXER, At about. 2040, tho F4U-5N BuNo 121852, 
flown by LT W. (n). WHEELER, USNR, A75A20, VC-3, was obsorvod to crash 
in tho vicinity of Soho-Ri, Koroa. Darkness procludod furtber obser- 
vation. LT WHEELER is listed MIA. 

25 May 1953 - 

No air operations duo to replenishment of tho Task Force. 
At 1019 there was a minor collision between tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) 
and tho U.S.S. MISPILLION (AO-105). Tho seaworthiness or combat offoct- 
ivonoss of neither ship was Impaired. During tho aftomoon anti-aircraft 
f iring oxorcisos woro conductod. 

26 May 1953 - 

Ono hundred and oight (108) combat sortios woro launchod. 

27 May 1953 - 

Ono hundrod and four (10A) combat sortios woro flown. 

28 May 1953 - 

No air oporations woro conductod duo to roplonishnont of 
tho Task Forco. 
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29 May 1953 - 



No air operations woro conductod duo to advorso woathor 
conditions ovor tho Task Forco and tho Koroan Ponineula. 

30 May 1953 - 

Ono hundred and sovon (107) sortios woro launchod, 

31 May 1953 - 

Comnoncing at 0156, tho BOXER launchod fifty-fivo (55) 

^ortios. 

1 Juno 1953 - 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod in tho morning. During tho 
aftornoon fifty-fivo (55) sortios woro flown. 

2 Juno 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0920, tho BOXER launchod ono hundred and two 
(102) sortios. LTJG J. J. CHAMBERS, DSN, 532708, VF-52, flying an 
F9F1.2 crashlandod at K-18 duo to onony anti-aircraft firo danago to 
his aircraft. Tho pilot was wounded in tho loft wrist and tho right 
log. 

3 Juno 1953 - 

Ono hundrod and twonty-two (122) conbat sortios woro flown. 
U Juno 1953 - 

No air oporations conductod duo to roplonishmont of tho 
Task Forco. At 1804, RADM.R. E» BLICK, USN, Conmandor Carrier 
Division THREE rolioved RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Conmandor Carrier 
Division ONE, as Conmandor Task Foroo SEVENTT-SEVEN. 

5 Juno 1953 - 

During tho norning and early aftornoon, forty-fivo (45) 
sortios woro. flown. Low clouds and haao precluded most of the sche- 
duled afternoon air operations. 

6 June 1953 - 

No air operations duo to adverse weather* 
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7 June 1953 - 

The Task Force replenished in early morning. Flight oper- 
ations were begun at 1425 whon the woathor cleared. Thirty-eight (38) 
sortios woro flown. 

8 Juno 1953 - 

Commencing at 1049* sixty-six (66) combat sortios were 

inched* 

9 Juno 1953 - 

Air operations began for the BOXER at 0259, Eighty-oight 
(88) sorties woro flown. The BOXER observed its 59.000TH landing 
establishing a now Fleet Rocord* 

10 Juno 1953 - 

A total of ninoty-fttro (95) sortloe woro flown. The BOXER 
roplonishod during the, night. 

11 June 1953 - 

One hundred and thirty (130) combat sorties wore launched* 
At about 1124 ENS W. W. SPEAR, USNR, 557934, VF-194, flying an AD-ANA 
BuNo 126950 was forced to ditch his aircraft due to power failure 
east of Kangnung, Korea. He was immediately rescued by tho helicop- 
ter basod at K-18, tho emergency landing strip* 

12 Juno 1953 - 

Air operations began at 0602 and a total of twenty-two (22) 
sortios woro launched. Tho Task Force roplonishod at night. The 
following dispatch was rocoivod: 

CTF-77 131522Z 

"THE BOXER DID HER FULL SHARE IN A TEAM PERFORMANCE TODAY WHICH 
WILL PROBABLY BE REMEMBERED EVEN MORE BY THE ENEMY THAN BY 0TB- 
SELVES X A GREAT PERFORMANCE* 

13 Juno 1953 - 

Ono hundred thirty-nine (139) sortios wore launched. 

14 Juno 1953 - 

BOXER aircraft flaw one hundred and ttirtyono (131) Combat 
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sortios. At 0643 RADM ¥. D. JOHNSON, USN, Coranander Carrier Division 
ONE, ombarkod on tho U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) roliovod RADM R. E. 
BUCK, USN, Connandor Carrior Division THREE, as Connandor Task Foroo 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. During tho night tho Task Forco roplonishod. 



15 Juno 1953 - 

Comnoncing at 0557, BOXER aircraft flow ono hundred and forty* 
soven (147) combat sortios. At 0906 LT JOSEPH (n) ARKINS, USNR, 428709* 
VF-194, flying an AD-4NA BuNo 125754, was forced to ditch his aircraft 
forward of tho ship duo to powor failure on takooff . Tho pilot was 
rescued inmodiatoly by tho B0XER r s holicoptor and sustained minor back 
injurios. Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night. 

16 Juno 1953 - 

A total of ono hundred and twenty-four (124) combat sorties 
woro launchod by tho BOXER. Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night 



17 Juno 1953 - 

Conmoneing at 0430 tho BOXER launched sixty-four (64) sortios. 
Tho Tnsk Forco roplonishod in tho afternoon and during tho night. 



18 Juno 1953 - 



No air operations wore conducted duo to adverse woathor ovor 
tho Task Forco and tho Korean poninsula, 

19 Juno 1953 - 

Adverso woathor linitod air oporations to sovonty-oight (78) 
sortios. At about 1130 LT D. H. OPSAHL, USNR, 407367, VF-111, flying 
an F9F-5 BuNo 126204 was forced to ditch at sea duo to fuel exhaustion. 
Tho pilot was rosouod by holicoptor and was taken aboard tho U.S.S. 
ST PAUL (CA-73) for troatnont of back injurios. 

At 1715* tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) acconpahidd by the U.SiSA 
CUSHING (DD-797) departed Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordance with 
Cor?.7thFTb Op-Ordor 190340Z, onrouio to Yokosuka, Japan, for a period 
of naintonanco and rost. Captain M, B* GURNET , USN, Connanding Officor^ 
U*S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) was 0T0. 

Tho following dispatches woro rocoivod* 

Con7thFlt 190414Z 

"C0M7THFLT APPRECIATES THE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION OF THE BOXER TO 
THE KOREAN CONFLICT BY REMAINING IN THE OPERATING AREA AT A 
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CRITICAL PERIOD OF THE CAMPAIGN FOR A PERIOD OF 38 DAIS AND 
DELIVERING OVER 2600 AIR SORTIES AGAINST THE ENEMY X WELL DONE X 
VADM CLARK SENDS" 

CTF-77 191050Z 

"I NOTE WITH PLEASURE COMSEVENTHFLT 1904142 X YOU HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
YOUR SHARE AND HAVE EARNED A WELL DESERVED RESPITE X RADM JOHNSON" 

20 Juno 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, At 1112, after boing rofuolod, tho 
U.S.S. CUSHING (DD-797) was dotachod from oscort duty. 

21 Juno 1953 - 

At 1651, tho BOXER noorod to Piodnont Pior, Yokosuka, Japan. 
PiJ^T III Porfornanco of Ordnanco Matorlal and Equipnont 

(goi Air Du^*iuut. + ft*r tZT <- 

PART IV Battlo Danago 

No battlo danago was sustained by tho ship. Soo Enclosuro (l) 
for dnmago inflictod on tho onony and for that suff orod by BOXER 
aircraft. 

PART V Porsonnol 

a. Casual tlos 

(l) There woro no combat casualties suff orod by Ship's 
Conpony porsonnol as a result of onomy action. At 0215 » 13 May 1953, 
LOVELESS, Edward Glonn, BM3, USN, was lost at soa as a rosult of fal- 
ling over tho bow of tho ship and drowning. LOVELESS was on watch as 
tho Lookout Suporvisor and was proceeding forward on Flight Dock to 
inspect tho starboard bow lookout station. In doing this ho normally 
clinbod down to tho lookout station on a laddor just aft of tho for- 
ward odge of tho Flight Dock, but in this instanco ho ovorshot and 
Toll ovor tho bow. CIC conned tho roscuo vossol to tho scono. Only 
a lifo ring which had boon dropped whon LOVELESS fell over tho sido 
was rotriovod. 

Mr Group porsonnol casualties aro roportod in onclosuro (l)« 
D « Performance 



(l) An avorago of only 1998 enlisted porsonnol conprisod tho 
ship's conpany during this period. Moralo was oxcollont. Intonsivo 
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tt oh-tho-;job n training supplemented by training poriods during lulls 
in oporations provod highly satisfactory and gratifying as no tod by 
tho optimum officioncy of tho vossol with a linitod nunbor of sonior 
potty officors. During this period 220 personnel woro advancod in 
rating including four P01 , s to Chiof Potty Officers* Of tho average 
of 199S onlistod porsonnol in ship's company, 773 woro potty officors 
and 1225 non-ratod, tt this total an avorago of 73 porsonnol woro 
absont on TAD, including 5 nen on annual leave to tho Philippine 
Islands and 8 men on omorgoncy loavo to tho continental Uni tod States, 
During the poriod 27 onlistod porsonnol woro transferred to other 
duty and 15 non roportod aboard, Ono onlistod man from an accompany- 
ing dostroyor roportod aboard for a four day visit with his brother 
in tho Marino Dotachmont. Electronic Technician ratings are still 
critically short with no roliof in tho forosooablo futuro, Suporw 
visory rates in tho Communications group are critically short although 
ado qua to and woll-trainod strikors aro assignod. 

(2) There was a total of 117 ship f s company officors on 
board during this period, 5 officors wore detached and 4 officers 
roportod, 12 officors have orders for detachment and 25 officors 
aro ordorod to roport. Of tho numbor ordorod to roport, 13 aro 
Ensigns, 

(3) Twonty- throe Wardroom guosts from tho othor branchos of 
tho Arnod Forces and tho HMS OCEAN woro ontortainod during this poriod, 
including 6 UN civilian correspondents and representatives. Visits 
variod from ono day to throo weeks, 

(U) There was a total of 27 Mast casos during this poriod, 
7 Summary Courts-Martial and 2 Special C ourts-Martial woro awarded. 

C Training 

(1) Tho Training Room was used for Divisional training class- 
os, supervised group study, rato training, progress testing, hoalth 
and hygicno lectures, church sorvicos, and rocroational movios on re- 
plenishment days, Tho I&E program obtainod and still is in tho procoss 
of obtaining 25 high school diplomas and high school equivalency cer- 
tificates from high school principalis and stato departments of educ- 
ation. 

(2) 55 GED tests (high school lovol), 6 (collogo lovol) and 
4. EOC tests woro administered. Af tor-hour classes in English and Math 
woro ostablishod. A collogo lovol counsoling program was launchod and 
rcsultod in 40 non taking collogo ontranco oxams from universities and 
collogos throughout the U,S, , Lack of space for testing has hindorod 
tho I&E program. 
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d. Public Information 



(1) Total nows reloasos and foaturo articles originatod 
during tho poriod of this roport aro as follows J 

(a) 10 news foaturo storios. 

(b) 27 nows photo rolonsos. 

(c) 2 honotown foaturo storios. 

(d) 1,141 hometown nows storios (Ship's Company Rostor). 
(o) 53 honotown nows storios (Ship's Company Rostor). 

(f) 81 homotown nows storios (VF-15I onlistod men's Rostor). 

(2) A considerable amount of additional public information 
material was roloasod in cooporation with Commander Carrior Division 
ONE. 

(3) Four onlistod journalists from ComNavFo woro on TAD to 
ConCarDiv ONE, Working with tho ship's public information offica, 
thoy roloasod a total of 17 foaturo storios, 31 homotown foaturo 
storios and 24 rocordod radio intorviows. 

(4.) Two onlistod radio correspondents from tho Koroan 
Amod Forcos Radio Notwork rocordod 16 intorviows aboard. 

(5) Tho following civilian correspondents visitod tho BOXER 
to write foaturo storios and intorviow mon from thoir rospoctivo aroast 

(a) Tys Torway, radio station WMBS, Memphis, Tonn. 

(b) Goorgo Sislor, Momphis Ccnmorcial-Appoal* 

(c) Jack Foisio, San Francisco Chronicle 

(d) Gordon Gomnack, Dos Moinos Rogistor* 
(o) Bill Mooro, Kansas City Star. 

(6) A combat camora group was on TAD to tho ship from MS 
Atsugi, Japan. Thoy shot 5,000 foot of motion picturo film in pro- 
paring a novio-tolovision rcloaso covering all phasos of tho BOXER's 
operations, tentativoly ontitlod, n Tho Pugilist". 

(7) Tho Ship's Public Infonaaticn offico publishod tho ship's 
four pago photo-offsot nowspapor daily at soa, using current ship's nows 
and wiro-sorvico nows rocoivod by radio-tolotypo* A spocial four pago 
Sunday supplomont foaturing shipboard items was also publishod. 

Qo Religious Activitios 

Protostant Biblo classos woro hold wookly at 1800 to 1900. 
Thoso classos woro hold on Tuesday and Sunday. Protostant Communion 
sorvico was held on tho second Sunday of each month, ftrotostant Divino 
Sorvicos woro hold on Sunday at 1000. Lattor Day Saints sorvicos woro 
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hold oach Sunday at 0330, and a study class was hold weekly for tho 
Lattor Day Saints* Christian Scionco servicos wore hold oach Sunday 
at 1000. Protestant choir not twico wookly. Catholic Mass was off- 
orod at 0630 and 0900, Confossions woro hold boforo and aftor oach 
Mass, The two Chaplains on board altornatod in delivering a prayor 
ovor tho announcing system each ovoning, 

Movios woro shown nightly in tho Wardroom CPO loungo* first 
class moss, training room, and tho moss docks* Whonovor possiblo, tho 
hangar dock was usod for movios, with two porformancos on that ovoning. 
During this period 58 difforont programs woro shown a total of 342 
times, A late night movio was hold in tho training room for thoso 
porsonnel. unable to attend tho rogular showings, and on replenishment 
days movios wore shown morning and afternoon in tho Training Room and 
on tho Moss Docks to tho Air Group and Air Dopartmont porsonnol who 
woro unable to soo tho rogular showings. Each ovoning at 2030 snacks 
woro sorvod for tho crow on tho Moss Dock, Bingo gomes woro hold on 
tho Moss Docks, in the Wardroom and CPO lounge, Morchandiso was 
givon as prizes with tho profits being givon to Navy Roliof . Tho 
library was open from 0900 to 2100 daily. Library books woro available 
and adoquatoly distributed, A total of 2 S 200 books woro drawn from 
tho library, 100 books wero rocoived and 700 pocket books were 
received and distributed, 384 magazines wore rocoived and distributed 
to tho Wardroom, Warrant Officers' lounge, CPO loungo, first class 
moss, crew's library, oach division, and tho squadrons ombarkod. 
Hobby Shop materials woro offorod for salo through tho Hobby Shop 
and tho demand for such matorials has boon and still remains high, 
Tho Photo Hobby Shop was open from 1800 until taps Monday through 
Friday of oach woek. An oxcrciso room for physical conditioning 
of officers and mon was placed in sorvico and was well patronizod, 

PART VI Commonts 

a, Gonoral Comments 

(1) Operational Problems with P9F-5 Aircraft 

(a) Limited P9F-5 operations with H4B catapults. Tho 
ordnanco load capabilities of tho F9F-5'b aro soldom fully utilized 
during low wind conditions which normally oxist off Koroa in tho summor 
months » Last minuto roduction in ordnanco loads is tho rule rathor than 
tho oxcoption. On occasion it has boon nocessary to abort an ontiro 
F9F-5 striko flight bocauso of insufficient wind across tho dock, Ab- 
ortod flights croato an immediate rospotting problem which often carries 
ovor into succooding ovonts. 

(b) Heavy aircraft handling, 

Tho design weight limitations on numbor two olovator 
pro eludes handling of bomb loaded F9F-5 aircraft on numbor two elevator. 
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This limitation tonda to slow the process of striking bolow loaded 
aircraft that aro "downod% and doos not pornit onorgoncy loading of 
P9F-5 aircraft on the hangar dock. 

(c) Flight characteristics and porformanco 

Except for F2H2P photo escort missions, for which 
F9F»5's only aro uaod, tho F9F-5's and F9F~2*s perform the sarao mis- 
sions. However, tho diffcroncos in flight characteristics precludes 
tho interchange of pilots botwoen squadrons, and tho dissimilarity 
of cngino porformanco prcvonts mixing of tho two typos on a . singlo 
mission. It is thcroforo considorod highly doeirablo that tho jot 
fixator aircraft squadrons assignod any air group bo all of tho same 
typo a 

(2) Flight Schodulos 

(a) Air Plan Difforoncios 

During tho tour two difforont air plan systoms woro 
usod a Ono system roquirod poriodic recovery of a^i airborno aircraft 
which necossitatod a dead spot aft on launchos, Tho second systom 
maintained a numbor of aircraft airborno at all timos which eliminated 
any dead spot on launchos and facilitated rapid roaming and rospot. 
This system schodulod a greater numbor of sorties, but was moro oas- 
ily oxocutod, 

(b) Rescheduling, Delayod Air Operations 

Whon scheduled air operations aro delayed until 
furthor notico or aro to commoncc with a lator ovont, it is strongly 
rocommondod that the ordnanco load, then on tho aircraft, bo utilizod 
on tho original target or on a now target calling for tho same ord- 
nanco load, Tho moralo and offioioncy of ordnance handling and load- 
ing crews is advorsly affocted by ropoatod changes to ordnanco loads 
during a delayed schedule situation. 

(3) Air Controller Exporionco 

Tho control of aircraft returning to tho Task Forco in 
advorse woathor conditions should bo assignod to ships with oxperioncod 
air controllers. On sovoral occasions inoxporioncod air controllers 
directed returning aircraft to shift to thoir parent ship land launch 
froquoncy whon tho aircraft wore (a) on top of tho ovorcast, (b) could 
not soo tho Task Force, and (c) woro directly over thoir paront ship 
in tho ship's radar blind spot. To rogain control of tho aircraft it 
was nocossary to shift tho aircraft back to an air control froquoncy, 
vector tho aircraft out of the blind spot for radar contact and iden- 
tification, and control the lot down until tho aircraft could give- a 
"soo you" boforo shifting thorn back to tho land launch froquoncy. Low 



stato aircraft caught in tho abovo situation lnposod an additional 
problem in that critically low stato aircraft had to bo individually 
worked intsp tho pattdrn to oxpodito rocovory. 

It is rocommondod that control- of aircraft in advorso 
woathor conditions not bo assigned to now arrivals on tho lino until 
thoir air controllers havo an opportunity to gain oxporiondo by con- 
trolling multiplo aircraft in VFR conditions, 

(4) Porsonnol Fatiguo 

. Continuous day air 1 operations sustainod by night re- 
plenishment rosul.;od in a gonoral fatiguo condition in both pilots 
and ship's company porsonnolo Indications of this wore tho dark 
circlos under tho eyes, tho dull listloss conversations and groator 
tondoncios toward temper flaro ups. Landing patterns woro sloppy, 
pilots woro slow in answering Landing Signal Officer's signals, and 
landings wore roughs 

During tho day personnel with an opportunity to sloop 
woro disturbod by air operations, catapults 7 bomb hoists, olovators, 
and air attack drills. At night, sloop was intorruptod during re- 
plenishment by noise of hoists, winches, and handling of heavy mat- 
erials on the hangar dock. Tho fact that personnel did not know whon 
they could oxpoct a rest appoarod to aggravato tho condition. 

It is rocommondod that in a thrco or four carrier Task 
Forco a periodic rospito for part of a day would help corroct tho fat- 
iguo problem and would also provido an opportunity for aircraft nain- 
tonanco. 

(5) Sparo Parts Procurement aftor Protracted Operations 

(a) Aircraft spares, 

Thoro wero olovon (13) aircraft AOG during this 
oporating poriod. Parts for sovon (7) of thoso woro rocoivod in an 
avorago of four and ono half (J$) days via air from tho aviation storos 
ship in tho aroa. Four (4.) aircraft roquirod parts available only at 
ASD Oakland, dolivory of which avoragod oightocn (18) days, 

(b) ELoctronic Spares 

This ship doployod from CONUS with approximately 
oighty porcont (80$) of its allowance of electronic sparos although 
ono hundrod porcont (100$) had boon requisitioned, Tho shortago of 
spare parts has mado it impossible to maintain roquirod oloctronic 
oquipraont in an operating status. 
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b. Operations 



(1) Air Operations 

Three officers and nine enlisted personnel wore assign- 
ed to Air Operations. The Air Operations Watch consisted of one off- 
icer and throe enlisted men during early morning and night operations. 
Two officers and five enlisted porsonnol during daylight operations. 
Two enlisted porsonnol wore on duty during such periods whon the ship 
had night roady dock, or aircraft in a roadinoss condition. 

During early morning and night air operations tho 2- JO 
sound power phonos woro not mannod. Launch and rocovory data was sont 
to tho roady rooms ovor tho MC circuit. 

Tho X-JA sound power circuit was mannod during all air 
operations* Ono station was mannod in Air Plot and tho other on tho 
bridgo. Tho bridgo watch maintained a status board by moans of groaso 
poncil. Tho board was mountod in tho window frame Just aft of tho 
Captain's chair. This board was mado of plexiglass and had sections 
rulod off to show tho number of aircraft schodulod for oach ovont by 
typo with tho launch and rocovory tinos. Tho numbor of aircraft by 
typo, tho number of aircraft with hung ordnance by sido numbor, tho 
critical fuol stato by typo aircraft figured on tho distance to tho 
nearest landing fiold, tho boaring and distance to tho noarost land- 
ing fieldj, any unusual circumstances such as aircraft in tho lamo 
duck circlo, t otc, tho Task Foroo roady dock schodulo, and tho latest 
Korean woathor* 

Air Operations maintained a manifest in Air Plot of all 
passongors embarking and dobarking by holicoptor and COD, Helicopter 
and COD flights woro mot on tho flight dock by Air Operations porsonnol. 
Embarking COD passongors woro taken to Air Plot whoro tho Mess Treas- 
urer assignod quartors and tho Ship's Writor chocked orders. Dobark- 
ing passongors roportod to Air Plot U5 minutes prior to schodulod 
tako-off timo for aircraft assignment. COD arrivals and departures 
woro announced ovor tho ship*s loud spoakor system, airlinos stylo, 
upon arrival and 4-5 minutos prior to departure. 

(2) CIC 

A throo section watch bill was employed for both officers 
and men during tho operating period. Two officers and fif toon mon oom- 
prisod tho normal watch. Additional mon woro omployod from the oncoming 
watch soction as required until ComCarDiv ONE shifted his flag to tho 
U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN on 5 Juno 1953. 

Air Soarch and air control functions woro conducted 
primarily with SPS-6B radar. Dospito a "blind spot" caused by stack 
and suporstructuro intorforonco in a 40-dogroo sector from 020 to 
060 dogroos rolativo, this oquipmont provod to bo tho most roliablo. 
Mark X IFF is availablo only through tho SPS-6B and is pro son tod in 
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consolos, Tho master Mark X IFF control 
in tho S&U6B tfadar roon. 

A firo in tho anplidyno treiisfornor on 24 

amor<goney uso. Uso of tho «^^ t ^ n c S* Ssdl^ility. Two 
Svoftigation of tho ^jf**,£^ , 2sr ^ & 
sinllajf failures havo occurred in ttopast five montn . ^ 
•oaafeh syston porfornod ^sfao^rilyfo rnoetoi ^ P£ 
but tho lack 6f IFF information with tho ^installation, 
So for air control purposes oxcopt as a standby installation. 

To inprovo IFF presentation and ^ riv ° n ^^ for 
benefit from tho SX soarch systta a request has ^fg^tfom^r 
authorization to ro-install* ^tonna on the SX g a ^£'Jg 

as an alternate, to incorporate Field Change 10 ^^^^^^ 
thus prevido tho Mark X prdaotttation. ftoliablo 3*0 dogroo i*r co u 
ago would thon bo mow likely atteinablo. 

(3) Photo Intorprdtation 

During this period the priaary of forts of tho Photo 
Interpretation office woro dtrootod toward tho production of a 
largo quantity of target aosiaoei A rocord of 75 target noGiacs, 
illustrating major onony buildup in tho noar vicinity of tho bomb- 
lino, woro producod in tho last four operating days of this porioa. 

Tho assigned oonplsaont of 2 onlistod non and 1 off icor 
was Bupplonontod by a third enlisted nan and tho P.I. working spoco 
was shiftod from tho osalid room to tho flag spacos in this oporating 
poried. Both of thoso factors contributed to the productivity and 
officloncy of this offico. 

U) Air Intolligonoo 

During this first lino portod of tho BOXSR's ourront 
cruise, tho Air IhtoUigoneo Offico Qvolvod into a functional toon 
oporating to sorvo tho intelligence nooda of both ship and air group. 

Tho intolligoTico offioo conplonont consists of 3 officers 
and U onlistod non. This number is folt to bo adequate for tho job. A 
routine work schedule was evolved with 2 officers and 3 enlisted working 
during tho day; %. off icer and I onlistod nan comprised the night 'crow*. 

Various techniques developed to aid in disseminating 
information include the following s 

(a) A running air schedule board was maintained to 
rocord launch and land information. Made of plexiglass, this board 
aids in keeping accurate infornation for use in the strike flash re- 
port and tho daily air summary. 
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(b) A plexiglass air summary board was maintained on 
an ovont basis which indicated tho inf ormatlon used to nako up tho 
doily air stannary. Uso of this board nado it possible to sond out 
tho summary woll within tho tino linits Imposed. 

(c) Tho display of availablo target covorago on a 
1:250,000 nap proved most useful as a moans of solocting possiblo 
targot areas for amod rocco and hocklor missions and as a moans 
of targot oriontation. Each targot area was identified by a small 
squ.-re together with the target mosiac number naking it possiblo to 
quickly determine targets available in any area. 

(d) The special Hydrographic Office toxoprint charts 
(plastic surfaced) HO 15642-1.2 are in use by 2 squadrons for eval- 
uation purposes* Thus far "too pilot's roaction to tho uso of thoso 
charts has been qui to favorablo» 

(o) Each day tho Air IntoUigonce Offico originatos a 
shipwido broadcast summary of air operations nows designed to give 
tho officers and mon a bettor understanding of tho ship's part in 
tho war effort. 

(5) Gcnmunications 

Sovoral days prior to joining tho task force this ship 
with Co&CapDiv ONE embarked reported in on nets guarded by CTF-77 and 
commenced intercepting traffic to or originated by CTF-77. This 
procodure proved to bo of considerable valuo in that cognizant staff 
and ship of floors wore given an opportunity to become familiar with 
tho typo of traffic to bo oxpoctod whon operating with tho task forco. 
Radio operators received a short intonsivo period of training on 
hoavily loaded circuits, communication watch of floors, radio super- 
visors and cldrical personnel became accustomod to handling a high 
volumo of traffic and now mombors of tho crypto-board woro rapidly 
qualified. Thoro was no disruption of communication services in- 
cident to tho rolioving of tho Task Forco Commander. Considorablo 
dolays occurred in procossing some oncryptod traffic that was being 
hold for correction or repetition. 

To adoquatoly support tho communication plan, this 
ship with tho Task Forco Commander ombarkod, would havo roquirod 
almost 100J6 continuous availability of transmitters installed • 
Outages of major transmitters necossitatod assignmont and roassign- 
mont of communication guards to other ships. It was notod that 
othor ships having a similar transmitter installation wero unablo 
to covor cortain circuits duo to outages of equipment. After tho 
Task Forco Commander transferred to a converted carrier, BOXER was 
able, in spito of about 60% availability of transmitters, to adoq- 
uatoly covor all tho assigned communication guards. Tho -types TCS 
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and TCZ transmitters proved to bo of doubtful valuo for tho communi or- 
ations roquirod, Tho URT-4 transmitter, installed for ovaluation, 
continuos ^o provo totally unroliablo and roprosonts a maintonanco 
problem vitally out of proportion to its valuo* This has boon made 
tho subjoct of an ovaluation roport, Tho following tabulation of 
ma^or transmitters has boon proparod to show tho urgent nood that 
oxistod for standby oquipnont as woll as an adequate number of 
qualifiod olectronics technicians to sorvico tho equipment and per- 
form tochnical maintonanco. Radio strikers ore usod to set up and 
make adjustments to tho low, medium, and high frequency transmitters 
and porforn operators* maintenance within thoir capabilities to 
transmitting and receiving equipment, Tho ship has tho following 
major communication transmitters installed: 2 TEH, A TCK, A TCZ: 



TRANSMITTER 
TEM 
TBM 
TCK #2 
TCK #1 
TCZ #1 
TCZ #2 
TCZ #1 



LOCATION 
RDO II 
RDO in 
RDO II 
EDO III 
RDO II 
RDO II 
RDO in 



*TOTAL OUTAGE TIME 
514- hours 
4.6 hours 
768 hours 
78 hours 
77 hours 
240 hours 
456 hours 



INCLUSIVE DATES 
17 May-19 Juno 
22 May-15 Juno 
19 May-19 Juno 
1 Juno-9 Juno 
16 May-19 Juno 
6 Juno-l6 Juno 
16 May-16 Juno 



^Transmitters wore considered "out" when they wore not fully 
operational for the purpose of this summary. 



In order to process traffic and maintain tho required 
guards an experienced supervisor, assistant supervisor, two "call 
brcak-down n mon, fivo experienced CW oporators, one voice operator, 
two tolotypo oporators and two utility mon and messengers woro re- 
quired for each of throo watch sections, Tho flag Chiof Radioman, 
tho ship's Chiof Radioman and Radioman First Class divided, thoir 
tiiao in such a way that at loast ono was prosont in Radio contral 
at all times to chock traffic, monitor watchos on tho various 
circuits, instruct pcrsonnol and to handle unusual or emergency 
situations. Early in the period, tho Radioman First Class was trans- 
ferred without roliof and it became nocossary for tho Chief Radiomon 
to spend from 12 to 16 hours daily in Radio Central, Duo to tho high 
voluno of traffic handled and tho no cos si ty for rapidly procossing 
this traffic, operators and supervisory porsonnol rocoivod training 
which would tako months to achiovo undor ordinary circumstances. 
It was notod that on some circuits, particularly tho Task Force 
Common, that many oporators woro at slow spoods. On othor circuits 
it was noted that traffic movod at high spoods and all oporators 
were alert and off iciont. On thoso circuits tho NCS oporator was 
invariably an accomplished spood key oporator and tho othor opor- 
ators woro either good bugmon or hand-koy oporators ablo to rocoivo 
through interference. Tho ship to shoro RATT circuit to Radio 
Yokosuka was tho principle means of relaying traffic outbound from 
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tho task forco* Frequent outages on this circuit due to a combination 
of equipment failures and poor signals somowhat delayed traffic. Tho 
UHF RATT circuit botwoon tho carriers was frequently overloaded whon 
moro than two carriers were prosent and roceptlon was loss than ex- 
cellent. Late in tho period this ship put up an additional UHF RATT 
circuit with the Task Force Commander and traffic was expeditiously 
handled. 

Two oxporiencod members of tho crypt o-board woro do- 
taohod boforo tho ship arrived in tho Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN oper- 
ating aroa. Throo additional oxporioncod members woro dotachod boforo 
tho tour was half finished. To dffsot tho continuing loss of export 
ioncod crypto-board members, throo junior officers from tho Supply 
Dopartnont, two Ship's Clerks and tho Administrative Officer woro 
assigned to stand watchos in tho cryptocontor while the ship was on 
tho line.. The loss of porsonnel had boon anticipated and those 
Supply and Administrative soction officers had been qualified as 
cryptographers during tho time the ship was ohrouto to this urea 
from the United States. To adequately process traffic through the 
oryptocenter, a continuous watch of throe qualified cryptographers 
Was required. A fourth officer was continuously available to assist 
with handling of classifiod traffic during peak periods. Several 
fated telomon had boon cloarod for processing classifiod traffic, but 
because of tho ufgont need of their service in Radio Central and tho 
Communications Officoj could not bo sparod for the cryptocentor watches. 

A continuous watch of an experienced Communication Watch 
Officor, two write up mon, a ditto operator, a classified traffic 
mossongor, and two other messengers was required to process and deliver 
messages internally* In addition to this the Flag and tho ship oach 
furnished a communications office supervisor. Those supervisors woro 
not assigned rogular watchos* Their principle duties wore to insure 
that messages woro processed in a timely manner, routing accomplished 
as indicated by the CWO and that mossagos woro properly filed, 

During tho poriod 15 May through 19 Juno a grand total 
of 27,795 messages woro handled by CTF-77 and BOXER. A breakdown of 
traffic handled over tho principle radio circuits follows s 



CKT 


SENT 


RECEIVED 


B32 




8164 


B5 




9472 


ci6 


225 


308 


C4.3(c) 


357 


2952 


D188 


333 


676 


A4.7 


2121 


85 


T6 


863 


1070 


234.0 kcs. 


259 


436 


A8(b) 


177 


51 


D189 


125 


106 
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A dally avorago of 350 mosaagos woro handled in tho 
communications offico as being adclrossod to or originated by CTF-77 
or BCXER, Approxinatoly 35 porcont of thoso mossagos troro classified » 
Serially nuaborad General messages were recoivod in all casos and tho 
ship dopartod tho aroa with comploto up to dato filos of thoso mossagos. 

Visual conmrunications consistod almost oxelusivoly of 
sonding and rocoiving administrative typo mossagos. Tho task Forco 
was not manouvorod by flaghoist. Full uso of Nancy equipment was 
made during darkon ship periods. On replenishment days almost tho 
oirbiro signal forco was roquirod to bo on watch to handle tho visual 
traffic, 

Tho incoming mail sorvico, oxcopt for ono brief period, 
was considorod to bo oxcollont during tho ontiro tour on tho lf.no. 
Tho sovoral changos in tho omploymont orders for this ship causod tho 
mail to bo dolayod during that period. Tho ship's stamp crodit of 
$15,000 is considorod adoquato. 82 pouchos of air mail and 78 pouches 
of parcol post woro rocoivod while tho ship was on tho lino. During 
this period 2,133 monoy orders valued at $90,127«70 woro sold. During 
pay days nonoy ordors woro sold in the wardroom, tho chiof potty off- 
icors 1 moss and tho post offico and thoso facilities woro mado avail- 
able until hands had boon sorvod, 

Tho communication soction officor porsonnol allowanco, 
augmontod by cryptographers from othor dopartmonts, is considorod 
adoquato for tho typo of operations just completed. Tho allowanco 
of rated radiomon and tolomon is considorod adequate provided it is 
fillod to noar 100$, Tho ship operated successfully with loss than 
23$ of the allowanco of rated radiomon. That this was possiblo is 
attributed to tho oxcollont leadership and tho untiring offorts of 
tho potty officers and tho willingness and enthusiasm of tho non- 
ratod mon, 

RECOMMENDA TIONS 

1. That CVA's acting as flag ships for forco commandors 
bo suppliod with onough roliablo modium and high froquoncy transmitters 
so that standby oquipmont may bo roadily availablo on important cir- 
cuits and that routino maintonanco may bo carriod out without having 

to rosort to guard ship arrangomonts. 

2. That onough rated radiomon bo assignod to onablo 
tho ship to carry out its mission and at tho samo timo pursue a 
realistic training program for non-ratod mon. 

3. That incontivos bo provided to oncourago radiomon 
to bocomo qualifiod spood koy operators. 



U» That visual communications with yard arm blinkors 



DECLASSIFIED 




and 8 inch adaptor oqulppod lights bo pormittod during hours of 
darknoss whon no conditions of radio silonco aro in offoct, 

5. That tho allowanco for <* hand oporatod ditto 
machine bo changod to an oloctrically oporatod machine* 

6. That a standard Ditto-mat mossago form for CVA's 
in AirPac bo adopted, 

7» That tho requirement for originators of raossagos 
ti uso tho abbreviation "NOTAL" whoro roquirod be rigidly enforced* 

8» That all Junior officers ordered to CVA's and not 
scheduled to fill a particular billet be further ordered to a course 
of instruction in cryptography prior to reporting aboard. 

(6) Photography 

Upon departure of tho ship from Yokosuka to the lino, 
personnel within tho photographic laboratory woro divided into two 
shifts; oach shift of 12 hours duration and changing at 0700 and 
1900. This arrangement was very good for maintaining a smooth flow 
of work throughout the operating period. No troubles were experienced 
within tho laboratory and camera failuros woro at a minimum. Except 
for tho drastic drain on 8x10 copy film, all supplies ordorod prior 
to doparturo from San Diogo woro adoquato, Tho high oxpondituro of 
copy film was duo to flag requirements for duplicate nogativos of 
targot studios. In this connection it is rocommondod that tho pro- 
sont allowanco of copy film bo substantially increased for carriors 
oporating with flag ombarkod, 

Tho roduction of Sonne print distribution by carriers 
on tho lino as ostablishod by ComCorDiv ONE has oasod tho workload in 
tho photographic laboratory considerably. At tho prosont time one 
flash print and only two annotated prints aro being raado from tho 
aorial film. With this arrangomont it is possiblo to dovoto moro 
attention to quality and also maintain a fast turnover for other typos 
of work within the laboratory, 

Excollont results have boon obtained with tho F56-20" 
aorial camera installation in tho AD aircraft, Tho damage assossmont 
photographs obtainod with this camera aro for superior to thoso prev- 
iously made with tho K-17-2A" and K25-6 3/8* cameras, 

Oaalid reproductions havo not boon as high as orig- 
inally anticipated; howovor, much of tho matorial that has boon 
roproducod cou§<3 not havo boon accomplished othorwiso bocauso of 
sizo and typo Reproductions dosirod, . 
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Photographic coverage of barricado ongagomonts has 
boon greatly improved with tho installation of a fixod K-25 aorial 
camera on tho splintor shiold of tho flag bridgo. This camera is 
borosightod on tho barricado and is oloctrically oporatod. Ono 
photogmphor stationod on tho flag bridgo during flight quarters 
is ablo to oporato both this canora and a high spood notion picturo 
canora. A doscription of this installation togothor with oxamplos 
of photographs obtained will bo mado a part of a soparato roport to 
bo fr-rwardod later. 



A breakdown of work porformed in tho photographic 
laboi'atory during this period on tho lino follows : 



NEGATIVES MADE 

9X18 8,188 
9X9 3,091 
AX5/8X10 1,205 

Total 12,484 

(7) Aerology 



PRINTS MADE GUN CAMERA FILM 

, PROCESSED, 

9X18 20,453 

9X9 4,2Ag a, 556 feet 

4X5/3X10 9,473 

18X22 300 (Ufetrgot studies for AI 

Total 34,174. briefing) 



Tho period 13 May to 19 Juno was characterized by 
tho resumption of tho Southorly Monsoon over tho Soa of Japan with 
twonty-ono of tho thirty-oight days having a prevailing wind direction 
botweon Southeast and Southwest, In gonoral a low pressure area exist- 
ed ovor Manchuria and Siberia with a sorios of fronts and troughs 
noving oastward ovor Southorn Manchuria and Korea. Tho polar front 
was located south of Koroa and Japan with cyclonic wavo development 
occurring off tho coast of China and again to tho oast of tho Japan- 
oso islands. Woak high contors or ridgos wore situatod ovor tho 
oporating area for a total of 12 days during this 38 day poriod. 
Tho weather was largely of a transitional naturo with an unusually 
largo number of cxtratropical cyclonic storms moving through tho 
oporating aroa. Eight low contors movod across Koroa into tho Soa 
of Japan causing a cossation of flight operations duo to woathor 
for two and ono half days: May 22nd, Juno 18th and 19th. Three 
othor low contors novod into tho Sea of Japan from south of Koroa 
causing flight operations to bo suspondod for ono day - May 29th, 

Typhoon "Judy" which crossod ovor tho southorn Japan- 
ese island of Kyushu on 7 Juno influenced tho woathor in tho oporat- 
ing nroa for throo days - from 5 to 7 Juno, Tho approach of tho 
typhoon from tho East China Soa coincidod with tho development of a 
low center and trough ovor tho Yellow Soa and lator Koroa. This 
combination caused a modorato south to southeasterly flow of warm 
noist Maritimo Tropical Air ovor tho rolativoly colder wator of tho 
Soa of Japan, blanketing tho oporating aroa with low stratus, fog, 
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and drizzlo, and causing a suspension of flight oporations for half 
a day on tho 5th, all of tho 6th, and throo-fourths of tho 7th of 
Juno. 

For this 38 day period an unusually largo amount of 
cloudiness occurrod with cloar skios only 2A% of tho tino and more 
than eight- tenths of tho sky covorod for 65% of tho tino; ceilings 
woro below 5000 foot olnost half of tho time (<42%). Tho majority 
of low coilings ocpurrod with south to southeasterly winds which 
transported tho lowor cloud layors ovor tho coastal plains of North 
Koroa, and reduced tho effectiveness of flight oporations ovor tho 
coastal targot aroas. 

Tho incidonco of fog was also unusually high (21% of 
tho time) and has a direct relationship to the southerly wind flow. 
In tho majority of instancos tho fog formod in tho oorly morning and 
dissipr.tod by 1000 local time in tho coastal oporating area. As a 
rosult, flight oporations woro dolayod from A to 8 hours on several 
occasions and in throo casos oarly morning roplonishmont oporations 
woro dolayod duo to tho roducod visibility. 

Winds loss than 10 knots occurrod about ono third of 
tho tino. Although flight oporations woro not suspended nor dolay- 
od oxcossivoly duo to lack of sufficient wind, thoir offoctivonoss 
was roducod by nocossitating a decrease in ordnance loadings on air- 
craft on sovoral occasions. 

A total of six days wore lost duo to inclement woathor 
during this oporating poriod. 

AEROLOGICAL SUMMARY 
OPERATING PERIOD 
13 MAY THROUGH 19 JUNE 1953 



TEMPERAT URE 



SURFACE WINDS 



AVERAGE 
AVERAGE MAX. 
AVERAGE MIN, 
ABSOLUTE MAX, 
ABSOLUTE MIN. 



63o7 DEG, 
68.9 DEG. 
60<>3 DEG, 
80 DEG. 
55 DEff. 



SI-'Y CONDITIONS % TOTAL TIME 

OVERCAST 41,5% 

CLCUDY 23.8% 

PARTIY CLCUDY 10,6% 

MOSTLY CL8AR 2A*1% 

HOURS OF PRECIPITATION 57 
AVERAGE REL. HUM. 80,3% 

HOURS OF FCG 150 




PREVAILING DIRECTION DAYS 

N 3 

NNE 2 

NE 2 

ENE 1 

E 2 

ESE 2 

SE 6 

SSE U 

S 7 

SSW 1 

SW 3 

WSW 2 

W 3 

WNW 

NW 

NNW 
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AVERAGE VELCCiTY 
AVERAGE MAX. VELOCITY 
AVERAGE MIN. VELOCITY 
ABSOLUTE MX. VELOCITY 
ABSOLUTE KIN. VELOCITY 



12.7 KTS 
20.7 KTS 
4.7 KTS 
32.0 KTS 

CALM 



CEILINGS 



$ TOTAL TIME VISIBILITY $ TOTAL TIME 



BELCW 1000 FT 25.0$ 

1000 TO 5000 FT 17.055 

5000 TO 10,000 FT llk6$ 

ADOVE 10,000 FT 4.6*4$ 



UNDER 1 MILE 4.6J6 

1 TO 3 MILES 2.4$ 

3 TO 6 MILES 16*4$ 

OVER 6 MILES 76*6$ 



FAVCRA2LE FLYING CONDITIONS (CEILING 1000 FT". OR HIGHER, VISIBILITY 
THREE MILES OR MORE) 1 75«0$ 

c. Supply 

(l) Commissary 

Provision replenishment was received at soa four 
tinos during tho curront tour on tho lino as follows* 

Loading 

Date. Ship Tons Ordered Tons Received Tine 



15 May USS PICTOR' (AF*54) 64 

25 May USS POLARIS (AF-ll) 82 

4 Juno USS POLARIS (AF-ll) 49 

17 Juno USS PICTOR (AF-54) 19^ 



51 

60 
40 

155* 



75 Min. 
110 Min. 
60 Min. 
140 Min. 



A problom which croatod an inofficiont operation was 
oncountorcd during two roplonishmont poriods when ammunition was 
rocoivod aboard just prior to provisioning. This situation rosultod 
in congestion of hangar deck working spaco and shortago of matorial 
handling oquipnont to move storos and striko thom bolow to stowago 
spaces. 

During roplonishmont days and whon bad wonther con- 
ditions proventod flying, sandwiches woro provided for tho crow. 
Thoy woro proparod on thirty- five (35) difforont occasions during this 
period on tho lino. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and grilled chooso proved 
to bo the most popular types of sandwichos. 

An average of 325 night rations woro sorvod oach night 
during tho tour on tho lino. 

Provision items which woro difficult to obtain from 
rocfors woro: Jan and jolly, tonatoos, lettuce, maco> graham flour, 
pork luncheon noat, boof hash, honiriy, corn on cob FF, chorrios FF, 
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lina boons , FF, groon onions, dry onions, rodishos, cucumbers, • u 
turnips, and bluoborrios FF. 

Tho following amounts of provisions worp consumod 
during this oporating poriod. All indicatod amounts aro in pounds, 
flour 41,400, proscrvod moat 8,24.6, moat, bonoloss 27,357, moat, 
smoked 52,847, ,vogotablo cannod 23*678, vogotablo frosh 133,639, 
vogotablo frozon 16, 506, fruit cannod 18,988, fruit-frosh and frozen 
44., 754, fruit and vogotablo 6,944, coffoo 9,360, evaporated milk 
18,°14, milk-skimmcd and powdorod 5,623, butter 4,980, shortening 
9, 493, granulated sugar 24, 350, milk-modo 1,890 gallons, and frosh 
og';s 8,900 dozon. 

(2) Ship's store and C&SS 

During •fee la<?tt poriod on tho lino sales in tho Ship's 
Store activities soonod to oporato in satisfactory manner. Tho wator 
shortago prosonted a "salt wator" problem in tho laundry, but in tho 
ovont that problem arises again tho laundry will bo ablo to cope with 
tho situation* 

Moquato stocks, of all Ship's store items provontod any 
difficulties which night have oxistod from exhaustion of stocks 
during tho operating period. Duo to cold woathor and oxtondod tour, 
candy supply ran low, but will bo restocked upon roturn to Yokosuka. 

(3) Aviation Supply 

Duo to tho oxtondod poriod of operations on tho lino, 
and unusually largo numbor of missions flown, stocks of high usage 
itons woro doplotod. This condition was causod by tho tactical 
situation and tho replenishment at night which permitted full oper- 
ation drdly. It is apparont that tho standard 180 day allowances 
aro insufficient in certain itons for this sustained typo of opera- 
tions 

A total of 2,268 lino items woro rocoivod on stub 
requisitions. Of thoso requests 97 percent of tho lino items woro 
furnishod. 

Tho USS JUPITER (AVS-8) replenished aviation stores 
at son, on 15 May 1953* Approximately 55% of tho items roquostod 
v:ro suppliod, Howovor, a largo numbor of tho items roquostod woro 
itoms roquirod for OEG buildups, which aocounts for tho low porcont- 
ago of tho total roquosts furnishod. 

Tho Juno roplonishmont was offloaded by tho JUPITER 
prior to her doparturo for tho lino, as tho BOXER was ordorod into 
Yokosuka on tho da to of tho JUPITER 's doparturo from Yokosuka, 
Summary of results of porcontago itons furnishod fro© this roplonish- 
mont will bo included in tho noxt summary. 



(A) Gonoral Supply 



An initial problem oxistod in tho matter of aviators' 
breathing oxygon. Usago with throo (3) jot squadrons aboard avoragod 
about 13 cylindors por day. BCKER has no oxygon plant aboard so it 
is ossontial that all tankors maintain substantial stock of this gas 
for all roplonishmonts. Ono tankor arrived with no oxygon aboard which 
causod a roquost of 72 cylindors at tho noxt roplonishmont bocauso of 
no reserves aboard BOXJR, This roquost was fillod and no futuro diff- 
iculties woro oxporioncod* 

Cortain. outages of oloctronic equipment woro causod by 
lack of on-board sparo parts. This is particularly truo of Q&-259 
magnetrons for AN/2FN-12 Radar and almost all parts for AN/tlRT-A 
radio transmittors. Pull stocks of eparo synchros for all oquipmontf 
radio transmitter motor generator armaturos, boarings, and fittings, 
QK-259 magnotrons should bo aboard prior to loaving CONUS. 

(5) Wardroom Moss 

In order to utiliao tho porsonnol availablo most 
officiontly it was found that a separation of stowards 1 duties 
between wardroom and statoroom duties proved most successful. 



Tho following itoms woro in short supply: 



Stock Number 


I*W Desertion 


R1A-G-98A-575 


Groaso 


R14-H-110 


Hydrolubo 


R17-SFIC-162 


Dotoctor 


R17-1-7A76-1 


Inverter 


R82-NAF~6Q3A10-1 


Points 


RS3«GR- J 34095 


Cylindor 


R83-M?iC0 


Valvo 


R8>.AP1- 2 5AOO-20 


Valvo 


R83"T~f'823 


Tiros 


R8A-.RJ-JA8F6 


Engine 


R85«P^*131868 


Plugs 


R85-Bf..l98l53 


Puol Controls (HO-7008c) 


R8 5~H^ 184765 


Filter 


R8^-WAC-1380i.3 


Rings 


R86-PB 011Q47-03O-02 


Pump 


K86»Ea-40B01-2A 


Regulator 


RS7~API>*?100206 


Propollor 


R88-L-1325-012-000 


Indicator 


R88-G-1021-050-000 


Gage 


R9A-GR~135330~L/tl 


Chuto 


R9A-GR-135311-L/R 


Ohuto 


R9A-C-78550 


Charger* AER0-13A 


R9A-3UA-52A323E1 


Switch 


J9Al T DUA,-122-275 


Food Moch. 


J9A1-DUA-122-300 


Food Moch. 
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ACCG's wore as follows* 











No, Days 


Aircraft 








ACOG „ 


F9F-2 


R35-PW-132162 


Covor 


ASD, Oakland 


14 


F9F-5 


R83-MMM-2200 


Volvo 


USS JUPITER 


3 


ADANA 


R16-B-5690 


Fotontimotor 


ASD, Oakland 


23 


AD4NA 


R87-APD-P10Q206 


Propollor 


USS JUPITER 


5 


F9F^2 


R83-AP-25A00-20 


Valvo 


USS JUPITER 


3 




RS2-DO-4254985 


Shaft 


Yokosuka 


6 


ADANA 


R36- FE-01I047-03 0-02 


Pump 


USS JUPITER 


5 


A3ANA 


R83-DG-5256715-9A 


IAno Assy* 


ASD, Oakland 


Not roc. 








to dato 


ADANA 


R83-DC^5256715-98 


lino Assy? 


ASD, Oakland 


Not roc. 








to dato 


F9F-5 


V8A-Fvr-J4S-P6/i 


Englno 


ComFairJap 


8 


F9F-5 


R17-SFIC 


Dotoctor 


USS JUPITER 


2 



A considorablo incroaso in ration cost was experienced 
during this tour. This was brought ab5ut by several f actors . It 
was found that many pilots and porsonnol concornod with oarly norning 
launchos ato four (4) moals por day, since thoy wore roqulrod to work 
unusually long hours, 

Tho lack of storago space for Wardroom Stores afld tho 
cxtondod at soa period croatod tho nocossity for abnormal purchasos 
from the General Moss. Thoso purchasos in many casos woro considerably 
noro costly than thoy would bo ashore. 

A sandwich moss operated from 2000 until 2400 ohch 
ovoning has provod very successful. From six to ton typos of sand- 
wiches aro available each ovoning. Tho officers sign chits for the 
sanclwichos and thoy aro colloctod monthly by tho Moss Troasuror with 
tho officor^s mos3 bill* 

do QsmiSSL 

(1) Performance of Ordnance Equipmont and Matorial 

Anti-aircraft Firing Exorcises woro conductod on two 
occasions? porfomanco was considorod good. Firings woro: 

(a) Enrouto from Yokosuka, Japan to Oporating area, 
11 May 1953 GEORGE and HOW runs. 

(b) Replenishment poriod 25 May 1953 - Cno (l) 
OBOE run. 



poriod • 



(2) Only routino casual tios woro oncountorod during this 
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(3) Crdnanco 

Ordnanco cxpondod in AA firing: 

5/38 40MM 
AAC (MTF) 27 rds. HEIT 254 rds. 

Only two M firings woro accomplished during forty 
two oporating days* The incroascd paco of air oporatione and night 
roplonishticnts provontod mora oxorcisos in tho Task Forco, Woathor 
cancelled schcdulod exorcises 1 onrouto from opora ting area to Ifokosuka* 

(A) Seamanship 

During tho period 10 May 1953 to 21 Juno 1953, tho 
following seamanship oxercisos woro conductod: 

(a) Tho ship roplonishod 19 timos from a total of 
29 roplonishnont ships: 

Fuol 15 
Ammunition 9 
Frosh Provisions A 
Aviation Stores 1 

(b) Tho ship rofiiJled 3 destroyers and affected A6 
individual high-lino transfers with a total transfer of 171 personnel* 

(c) Fourteen of the fifteen tines tho ship received 
fuol, tho ELwood Rig was employed; tho ELokomin Rig being used once. 
This command fools that tho Elwood Rig is proforablo to tho ELokomin 
Rig, ospccially during hoavy woathor and darken ship conditions, Tho 
chancos of tho hoso carrying away if tho hoso lino mossongor of tho 
riding lino parts aro groatly roducod, 

(d) Tho ship affoctod 10 roplonishmonts during 
darken ship conditions with groat success. Twolvo inch cargo lights 
oquippod with rod lonsos woro usod in conjunction with tho night 
lights on tho hangar dock to givo adoquato illumination. 

(o) During tho first roplonishmonts of this cruise, 
consid -rablo difficulty was oxporioncod with tho oloctric-hydraulic 
cargo vi :c3hos that woro installod during tho last yard poriod. Tho 
3/3'' c;ppox' tubing from tho pump ond to tho brako block continually 
carried away duo to vibration. This situation was romodiod by inst- 
alling a floxiblo hoso tostod to 3000 PSI prossuro. Tho oloctric- 
hydraulic winch doos not compare with tho stoam cargo as to spood or 
load capacity. Of tho 9 timos this ship roplonishod ammunition, tho 
highest rato of transfor attainod was l6ls/t por hourj that on 21 
May 1953, fron tho tJwS.S. RANTER (AE-5). Undor similar conditions 
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and using stoam cargo winchos, this ship roplonishod from tho U.S.S. 
RANIER (AE-5) at tho rato of 225s/t per hour in May 1952. 

(f ) In order to assist a man overboard in remaining 
afloat until such timo as a rescue is affoctod, a MK II, self-inflat- 
ablo, two man rubber life raft has boon stowed in a quick roloaso 
position on tho outboard after splintor shiold of mount 49, as shown 
in accompanying photograph. This raft will automatically inflato whon 
roloased and is availablo at all times when underway* 

o. 4i£ 

(1) Aircraft Handling 

Operations with throo (3) jot squadrons and one (l) 
AD squadron plus tho VC components has prosontod no unusual aircraft 
handling problems; however, the numbor of aircraft that can bo spot- 
tod for a maximum dock load launch is limited. It has boon oxporlon- 
cod on tho BOXER that 20 —22 props and 22-24 jots constitute a full 
dock load, Tho present practice is to spot all jots with tail pipes 
ovor tho catwalks except for 4 to 6 plansas shotted to starboard along 
tho island. This permits a 100% turn up on all jets prior to leav- 
ing the spot with the exception of those aircraft adjacent to the 
island. Those are limited to a 60% turn up until spotted on tho 
catapults. 

It is strongly recommended that when throo squadrons 
of F9F's aro embarked in the sarao ship that they all bo of tho aamo 
typo, especially where tho assigned aircraft (F9F-2, F9F-5) aro 
employed to porform tho same missions, but aro not inter ohangoablo 
for pilot assignment. This would groatly facilitate airoraft hand- 
ling and tho advantages with rogard to tho logistics problem aro 
obvious, 

limitations of tho H4B catapults, coupled with pro- 
vailing low wind conditions, mako it difficult to achiovo design 
lend cavnying capabilities of tho F9F-5 while ombarkod on uncon- 
verted CVA 3 s» Reduction of tho F9F-5 complamont with proportinato 
incroaso in tho numbor of FgF^s ombarkod in ratio to load and 
no~lo?-d (CAP* photo oscort, etc..) flights, would sorvo to incroaso 
tho f J.gh fiosvbccibor potential of this vessel. 

Helicopter and COD traffic is assuming a "Grand Contral 
S :;:.tio.r.v s " complex and waiting room and baggago room is noaring tho 
"must" sx-ago. Rod Cap portor sorvico is currently accomplished by 
"bluo shirts", 

(2) Catapults and Arrosting Goar 

Extonsivo catapult and arrosting goar operations 
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woro conductod during this period, A total of 2183 catapult shots 
woro firod; 1135 shots on tho starboard catapult and 10A8 shots 
on tho port catapult, Ono towing cablo of tho port catapult app- 
roachod minimum toloranco and was roroovod during tho reporting 
poriod. Thirty-throe (33) hours woro roquirod for complotionj 
howovor, sinco this poriod bridgod ono roplonishment day, air 
oporations woro not soriously curtailed, 

A deviation from tho mothod of rorooving recommended 
in NAVAER 51-15-15HA-506 was utilieod and provod highly satisfactory. 
NAVAER 51-15HA-506 recommends that tho swaged fitting of tho old tow- 
ing cablo bo cut off topsido at tho shuttlo and tho now cablo braaod 
to this end. Tho old cablo with tho now attachod cable is thon 
pulled through into tho catapult room by hand and thon disposing of 
it was considered unnecessary. Instead, tho pourod fitting of the 
tow cablo in tho catapult room was removed and a 3/8 ff mossongor 
cablo was brazod to tho mossongor. A small throo fold purchaso and 
a quick dotr.chablo cablo clamp was applied to tho mossongor cablo 
in tho catapult room and with tho pull of a few men, tho now cablo 
was pulled through without difficulty. It is boliovod that this 
mothod is noro dosirablo and rosults in a faster roroovo as hand- 
ling a 3/8" dianotor cablo rather than a 1 l/4 n tow cablo in tho 
confined spaco of tho catapult room is proforablo. It is inter- 
esting to noto that tho now cablo has stretched twonty (20) inchos 
subsoquont to rorooving with tho firing of AQA shots. This strotch 
has boon cut out and tho fitting ropourod enrouto Yokosuka. 

A modorato overheating of tho port catapult pumps 
and motors was oxporioncod during warm days and prolonged oporations. 
This has boon alloviatod by utilizing two portablo blowers directed 
at tho pumps in tho pump room. It is considered that a moro offoc- 
tivo ventilation system should bo installod in catapult pump rooms; 
howovor, with tho dovolopmont of a soa water hoat exchanger for 
cooling catapult oil undorway, pump ovorhoating problems may woll 
bo solved. 

A total of 075 6 landings woro complotod during tho 
poriod. #1 and #2 arresting goar ongino main ram packings wero 
roplacod af tor loakago developed and sovcrol yiolding olomonts woro 
roplaeod, Cics-i and detailed inspection of catapult and arresting 
goar are mandatory during protracted air oporations and maintenance 
must bo offoctivcily carried out during non-oporating periods. 

(3 ) Aviation Maintonanco 

During this operating poriod tho V-A Division assem- 
bled tho following QEc units: 



(5) R-3350 
(3) J-A8 



(1) J-42 
(1) J-3A 
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Tho mechanics of the V-A Division enjoyed this opportunity to work 
in thoir rato. 

Attrition rato of ARC-27 blado typo antonnao has 
boon oxtromoly high, both bocauso of tho oxposod location on tho 
F9F noso whool door, and bocauso of hydrolubc seopago into tho 
antenna through tho antenna connection. 

(A) Aviation Gasolino 

In ordor to moot tho heavy rofuoling roquiromonts of 
throo jot squadrons and ono propollor squadron, it has boon nocossary 
to increase tho gasolino pumping prossuros to tho fuoling outlots to 
60-30 PSI by moans of tho cloctric drivon pumps. Tho incroasod 
prossuro has resulted in plug valvo lubricant being forced through tho 
filters at tho fuoling station and thonco to tho aircraft fuol system. 
A continuous program of filter inspection and cleaning has "boon in- 
itiated, which combinod with loss froquent plug volvo lubrication, 
has roducod tho passago of foreign matter to tho aircraft. An RUDM 
rocomnonding tho uso of micronic typo filtor olomont in placo of tho 
prosont ribbon typo, is in preparation. 

Aviation gas has boon roplonishod 13 timos during tho 
period covorod in this roport and a total of 1,301,853 gallons of 
aviation gas and 6,229 gallons of lubo oil has boon used. Tho high 
gasolino usage for ono day was 89,600 gallons. It is noted that two 
such hoavy operating days in succession would make inadvisable tho 
rofueling of tho last 10-15 aircraft, prior to rofuoling from tho 
tanker* 



(1) Main Propulsion Plant 

Tho main propulsion plant of this vossol continued 
to deliver combat roadinoss roquiromonts in a notably efficient 
manner considering tho oxtondod operations undor doily flight 
schodulos nooossitating roplonishmont periods oach night. Stip- 
ulated boilor naintonanco work was accomplished by securing two 
boilers at a tine during favorable wind conditions. 

(2) ELoctrical Installation 

Tho automatic voltage rogulation of tho 1250 K.W. 
ships sorvico gonorators of this vossol is maintained by General 
Eloctric typo GFA-4M Voltago Rogulating Equipmont. This rogulation 
is rolativoly slow to respond to voltago and load fluctuations and 
occillatcs radically boforo sotting out on final voltago adjustaiont. 
Two changes in tho oporation of catapult motors hovo boon incorporated 
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Into tho present launching procoduro. i.o. , ShipAlt CVA38K429 
"Modify Catapult Pump Motor Starters" which roplacos auto- trans- 
former starting with acres s-tho-linc starting and producos in- 
finitely grcator starting surgos. Hoavior typo aircraft havo 
roquirod an incroaso to £oOO FSI hydraulic pump dischargo prossuros. 
Tho first change results in a fluctuation of generator torminal 
voltages botwoon A15 volts and 470 volts with tho starting of each 
of tho oight punp drive motors which requires: from 3 to 5 soconds 
to sortie out in a dampened pattern. Tho second chango increases 
tho electrical load of tho ship to a point which roquiroa that throe 
generators bo kopt in oporation at all timos when flight operations 
aro oxpoctod, thereby increasing maintenance requirements and at tho 
sano timo radically reducing maintenance availability. 

(3) Electronics Installation 

All of tho rated ELeotronics Technicians who woro 
attached to this vessel prior to 1 October 1952 wcro transforrod 
from tho ship boforo 1 January 1953. Tho ELoctronics Ropair Div- 
ision was roducod to olovon mon below ET2 who had had previous 
operating and maintonanco oxporlonco in this vossol. Ton mon 
wcro assigned to duty in this division from porsonnol reporting 
to this vossol prior to 1 Fobruary 1953. This brought tho strength 
of tho ELoctronics Ropair Division up to a total of 21 onlistod mon 
to conparo with an allowanco of 39, and hoadod up by ono ET1 and 
ono ET2. Rogardloss of this disparity botwoon on board count and 
allowanco this vossol was assigned the communications and radar 
responsibilities of a flagship which it fulfillod without unroas- 
onablo difficulty. Tho prineiplo contributary factor causing 
oloctronics difficulties is considered to bo tho unusual fluc- 
tuations of voltage caused by surges of curront roquirod by across- 
thc-lino starting of catapult motors. Thoso surgos are hold as 
likely causes for tho following malfunctions: 

(a) All radar equipment has trippod out from 
tino to timo. Tho UTX and MK-IO IFF trip out almost ovory timo 
a cat"pai.t motor is str.rtod» Each timo a pioco of radar oquip- 
mont trips out, without the normal socuring procoduro, heavy surgos 
of current and voltago aro impressed, upon associated vacuum tubes. 
Much of the unusually high vacuum tubo failuro within tho past 
operating poricd may bo attributable to this reaction. 

(b) Tho AN/SM-12 Air Spoed Radar froquontly 
roacts to tho orratic lino voltago surgos by going out of oscil- 
lation and may bo tho causo of failuro of throo intogral magnatron 
tubos during this period. 

(c) Two TCK armatures and fivo TEM-11 ormaturos 
havo failod during tho poriod of this roport. Sinco thoso armaturos 




aro oporating undor a potontial of 1CXX) volts it is assumed that 
lino voltago fluctuations woro tho principal causo of failure 

(d) Tho gyro-compass low voltage alarm is fre- 
quently triggered as a rosult of voltago surges incident to cata- 
pult pump motor starting. This causes an added burdon and norvous 
strain to porsonnol on tho bridge during tho critical momonts of 
a launch. 



U) Training 

Each vossol must conduct CCMAIRPAC Engineering Train- 
ing Exorcises by on watch porsonnel at overy opportuno moment, par- 
ticularly in tho early phasos of training and doploymont, and during 
each ni~ht underway to insuro laaxiraum familiarity of porsonnol with 
actim to bo taken in any omcrgoncy. Spocial emphasis should bo 
placod upon stooring casualties and loss of oloctrical power to vital 
nnvigaticnal, maneuvering, and communications circuits. Familiarity 
with installed oquipnont as a rosult of such oxorcisos under various 
inposod casualties has procludod many situations which may have bocomo 
serious dorangononts, and this faniliariity" has aseiatod grtfttly in 
effocting prompt adjustment and repair. 



g. MpoflpaJl 

(1) Medical Department Statistical Summary of Air Group 
and Ship's Compcny: 



Admissions to sick list, onlistod 162 

Admissions to sick list, officers 5 

Total visits to sick call 2489 

Minor injuries troatod 54 

Major ihjurios troatod (odmittod to tho sick list) 14 

Fatal injuries 1 



LOVELESS, Edward Glonn* 569 75 39, BM3, USN| (Ship's 
Company) was dodarod dead whon ho foil from tho flight 
dock into tho water at night. Tho body was not rocovorod. 



Missing ia action 



WHEELER, Wilfred, III, 475420, LT, USNR, VC-3, was 
doclarod missing in action whon his piano was shot 
down on a night mission over North Koroa. 

Pilots injured, onomy action, rocovorod 

Pilots temporarily groundod, nodical reasons 8 

Average number of days groundod 2.87 



(2) Vonoroal Disease cases and Non-Spocific Urothritis: 

Gonorrhoa 13 (48,96 por 1000 per yoar) 

Chancroid 9 (32.40 por 1000 por yoar) 

Syphilis 

Non-Spocific UrothritiS 53 (199156 per 1000 per yoar) 
following sexual t^osUtfb 

Penicillin tablets IssAiod during last in port 

period (10 days) 5,340 

(3) Upper Respiratory Disoaso Admissions 

Common cold 5 

Pharyngitis 2 

Sinusitis 1 

Tonsillitis, Acute 1 

(4) Epidemic Disoaso Admissions 

Appondicitis, Acuto 
Gas tr o-Ehtori tis 
Urothritis, Due to Gonococcus 
Collulitis 
Injurios 

(5) Cements 

Modical supplies woro adoquatc. Thoro was no signific- 
ant breakdown of equipment. 

Tho health and morale of tho crow was oxcollont during 
tho first throo (3) wooks on tho lino, but with schodulod tours ox- 
tondod and replenishment modified to a nightly basis instead of tho 
usual third day roplonishmont, a dofinito fatdguo was prov&lo&t and 
tho moralo doclinod noticoably* A schodulod R&R visit to Hong Kong 
was cancollod which also attributed to tho decline in moralo. 

h. Dental 

Tho Dontal Hoalth of tho Ship during this period was 
vory good. No infoctious disoasos woro notod. Tho Dontal Dopartmont 
oporatod with two Dontal Officors during this period. 

Tho following statistics are submitted: 
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2 
1 
1 
1 

2 



Sittings 1221 
Restorations 817 



PART VII ^ Summary off Ifo^ei^ifrng ^ 

Reference Pago 12, section (lj, paragraph (c), ( Flight Characteristics 
and performance ) 

It is therefore considered highly desirable that the jot fightor 

aircraft assigned any air group bo all tho samo typo. 

Roforonco Pago 15, section (2), ( Roschoduling r Polayod Air Oporations ) 

Vfhon scheduled air oporations aro dolayod until further notice, or are 
to coranonco with a later ovont...... 

Roforonco Pago 13, soction (2), (Hoavy aircraft handling ) 

It is rocoinniondod that control of roturning aircraft in advorso 
woathor conditions not bo assignod to now arrivals on tho lino 
until their air controllers havo an opportunity to gain oxporionco 
by controlling nultiplo aircraft in VFR conditions. 

Oporations 

Roforonco Pago 15, section (2), (CIC) 

...To iinprovo IFF presentation and derive maximum benofit from tho 
SX search system, a request has boon initiated for authorization to 
re-install a slaved antohna on tho SX platform • 

Roforonco Pago 19, Ro commendations 1-8, ( Communications ) 

1. That CVA's acting as flag ships....... 

2. That onough radiomen bo assigned....... 

3« That incontivos bo provided to oncourago.w... 

U» That visual communications with yard am bUofcsrs . »•< » * 

5» That tho allowanco for a hand oporatod ditto machino.... 

6. That a standard ditto mat mossago form for CVA's 

7. That tho roquiromont for originators of nossagos to \iso 
abbreviation NOTAL 

8. That all junior officers ordorod to CVA's bo ordered to 
a courso of instruction in cryptography prior.. »••• 
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Gunnory 

Roforonco Pago 27, i3Gction (A), paragraph c, 

...This command fools that tho ELwood Rig is proforablo to tho 
ELokomin ospoclally. ...... 

Air 

Roforonco Pago 29, soction 2, paragraph (2) 

....It is boliovod that this mothod is moro dosirablo and results 
in a fastor ro-roovo 

Roforonco Pago 29, soction 2, paragraph (3) 

..♦..It is considorod that a moro offoctivo vontilation system 
should bo installod in catapult pump rooms 

Air Task Group ONE 

Roforonco Pago 16, paragraph c. 

••♦.It is strongly recommended that tho minimum number of pilots 
assigned to a 14 piano jot squadron bo sot at..... 

Roforonco Pago 17, paragraph d. ( last part ) 

•...It is rocomnondod that Ordnanco personnel bo incroasod by six..* 
Roforonco Pago 19, paragraph (2) 

•••.•It is roconmondod that whore squadrons of air groups aro 
separated, provisions bo mado for group,,.. • 

Roforonco Pago 19, paragraph (4) 

•••••It is roconmondod that F9F-5 aircraft or aircraft of oquivalont 
wolght not bo oporatbd 

Roforonco ftigo 19, paragraph (5) 

•••It is thoroforo rocommondod that tho aircraft allowance for ATG-1 
bo roducod.,.. 

Roforonco Pago 20, paragraph (9) 

...It is ' roconmondod that transmissions on tho striko control 
froquoncy bo hold to a minimum and rostrictod to tho following 




DECLASSIFIED specific topics^,*. 

1 Reference Pago 20, paragraph (10) 

...•It is rocommonded that more control froquoncios,.... 
Reforonco Page 21, paragraph (17) 

,...It is recommended that ASP and DASP flights bo shortened and 
numbor per day,,.... 

Reference Pago 22, paragraph (3b) 

.... It is recommended that an allowanco list for squadrons of 
30 18250,000 charts 

Reforonco Page 22, paragraph (4b) 

....It is recommended that larger scalo photographs bo takon of 
tho more difficult Cherokee 

Reforonco Pago 26, paragraph c. 1-3 

. ...Basod on current experience in tho employment of tho MK32 Mod 
1 rocket in combat operations..... 

Reforonco Pago 27, paragraph (2d) 

»,..It is rocomnondod that doarming doctrino for oach typo of 
gun..... 

Reforonco Pago 28, paragraph (4d) 

1 

....Another causo for rockots failing to firo is..... 
Roforonco Pago 28, paragraph (6a) 

•...Tho ANM-20 MM food mochanism rocoivod on replacement aircraft 
had not boon..,., 

Roforonco Pago 29, paragraph (E3) 

,,,.AP-630 It is rocormondod that a complete • . . • 

Roforonco Pago 29, paragraph (E4) 

....Tho majority of tho discropancios of the ARR-2A woro traced 
to..... 
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Rofcronco Pago 29, paragraph (S2) 

♦...It is folt that AN/ARC-1 dlscroponcios would bo sharply 
roducod 

Roforonco Pago 29, paragraph (E6) 

....It is rocommondod that tho 955 tubos bo tostod for dynamic 
balancoo .... 

Roforonco Pago 30, paragraph (ELO) 

....Tho VC-3 dotachmont oxporioncod groat difficulty in kooping 
tho APS-19 radar..... 

Roforonco Pago 30, Suryiva^ y paragraph (Fl) 

....Probably tho most serious handicap that confront od...., 

Roforonco Pago 30, paragraph (F2) 

•...It is rocomnondod that tho woodon stock of tho carbino...., 
Roforonco Pago 31, paragraph (F5) 
♦...Tho woaring of tho exposure suit....» 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 



CNO(advance) 2 

CINCPACFLT( advance) 2 

CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 1 

COMNAVFE( advance ) 1 

COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 1 

CCM3EVENTHFLT ( advance ) 1 

CTF 77 (advance) 1 

COMAIRPAC 5 

COMSERVPAC 1 

COMFAIRALAMEDA 1 

COMFAIRJAPAN 1 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE I 

CO, FAIRBETUPAC 2 

COMFAIRHAWAII 1 

NLO, JOC, KOREA 1 

CO, USS ESSEX (CVA9) 1 

CO, USS KEARSARGE (CVA33> 1 

CO, USS ORISKANY (CVA34) 1 

CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVAA7) 1 

CO, USS VALLEY FORGE (CVAA5) 1 

CO, USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA39) 1 

CO, USS TARAWA (CVAAO) 1 

CO, USS WASP (CVA18) 1 

CO, USS HORNET (CVA12) I 

CO, USS YORKTOWN (CVAIO) 1 

CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA37) 1 

CO, USS BATAAN (CVL29) 1 

CO, USS BAIROKO (CVE115) 1 

CO, USS BADOENG STRAIT (CVEL16) 1 

CO, USS RENDOVA (CVEU4.) 1 

CO, USS SICILY (CVE118) 1 

CO, USS POINT CRUZ (CVEL19) 1 

COMCARDIV ONE 1 

COMCARDIV THREE 1 

COMCARDIV FIVE 1 

COMCARDIV FIFTEEN 1 

COMCARDIV SEVENTEEN 1 

ATG 1 5 

ATG 2 1 

CVG 2 1 

CVG 3 1 

CVG 4 1 

CVG 5 1 

CVG' 6 1 

CVG 9 1 

CVG 11 1 
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CVG 12 
CVG U 
CVG 15 
CVG 17 
CVG 19 
VC 3 
VC 11 
VC 35 
VC 61 



lT.SiS k BOXft tCVA*2l) ^ 0VA-2l/Q3-Jsj 
c/^Tiee^tVPbal Office .A&»3 V s- — 

San FrMcise% California S©r: 04*5 

10 August 1953 



DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
Jrdnj: Commanding Officer/' DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

To': Ghiof of Naval Operations pOD DIR 5200.10 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Coamandor SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(A) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet 

Subji Action Report for the period 1 July through 27 July 1953 

Rof: (a) OPNAV Instruction data* 1 #tOy 1951 

(b) OPNA7 Notice 5215 dated 20 May 1953 

Enol: (1) ATG-l conf ltr sor 011 dtd 7 August 19$3> Action Report of 
Carrier Air Task Group ONE (l July - 27 July 1953 ) 

1* ' Since tho forms for Operational Reports, NWIP 10-1, have not boon 
rocoivod by this command, this Action Report is submitted in complianco 
with roferoncos (a) and (b) to cover the- period from 1 July through 27 
July 1953* 

a. qoffipos^jpfl 

(1) On 1 July 1953, in aocordanco with GTF-77 confldontlal 
dispatch 30O33A2 Juno 1953, tho U.S,S. B0X5R (CVArZl) with Air Task 
Group ONE ombarkod, dopartod Yokosuka, Japan onrtiiito to tho opo rating 
area* 



(2) Rondozvous with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN was offootod tho 
norning of A July 1953. Tho SOPA, OTC, and CTF-77 was RAHM R% E # BUDCK, 
U3N, Commandor Carrior Division TIffiiSE in PRINCETON. Ships prosont at 
the timo of rondo avous includod tho PRINCETON and PHILIPPINE! SEA, iTho 
LaKE CHAMPLAIN" joinod tho forco on 13 July and opojeatod with it for tho 
remainder of thi3 period. M various times dtaftigf this period the NEW 
3RSEY joined tho force. 

Tho mission of tho BOXER, as a ooaponont of Task Forco SE7EWI&* 
"WE!;, is sot forth in Commander Tassk Forco SEVENTY-SESTEN 0p*Grdor 2-52* 
-iofly stated it is c.s follows: 
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(1) Assist in the program for tho systomatic intordictlon 
of onoiny movomont and rosupply over tho Northoast Korean railroads, 
road comploxosj and storago areas* 

(2) Dostroy oloctrio powor gonorating plants and oloctric 
distribution systems in Northoast Koroa, 

(3) Furnish GXoso Air Support to and air strikes in support 
of front ".l.o ground forces, coordinating operations with Fifth Air 
Forco, Korea, through tho Joint Operations Contcr, Koroa. 

(4) Protoet tho Task For 00 against air, surface, and sub- 
mr.rino attacks. 

(5) Assist tho UN Blockading and Escort Forcb in ovor-all 
defense and local ground dofonso of friendly Koroan Islands as re* 
qvdrcd using air support* 

(6) Conduct Photo and ormod roconnaissanco in support of 
the interdiction program, providing photographs and photographic 
interpretation studios, 

(7) Provide air covor for UN Naval Forces as diroctod, 
ffftT V Chronologlocq Order of Evon$a 

1 July 1953 

At 1809, in accordanco with CTF-77 confidential dispatch 
30083AZ Juno 1953 » tho BOXER underway, onrouto to tho oporating aroa 
via Taugara Straits. 

2 July 1953 

Stoaming indopondontly onrouto to tho oporating aroa, 

3 July 1953 

Enrouto to tho oporating aroa. At 0755, tho RADFORD (DD4A6) 
joined tho BOXER as oscort. Captain M, B. GURNEY, USN was OTC, 

U July 1953 

BOXER joined Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN at 0850. RADM R. E. 
BUCK, USN, Commandor Carrier Division THREE, in PRINCETON was CTF-77* 
Schodulod air operations wcro cancollod duo to inclamont weather ovor 
Northoast Koroa, 




5 J«ly 1953 

Comnoncing at 0309, forty-fivo (45) combat sortios woro 
Jtawiefced nnd a now rocord of 60,000 landings was sot, Woathor pre- 
cluded afternoon air oporations, Tho Task Forco roplonishod. 

At 0311 LT C, R, JOHNSON, DSN, 290729, VC-35, flying an AD-4N 
BttNp 126944-., was forced to ditch his piano forward of tho ship duo to 
a powor failure. LT- JOHNSON and crowman D, G. KENNEDY, AC AN, USN, 
431 12 -64- woro roscuod by tho U.S.S. SUMNER (DD-692), but crovmon M. J. 
WRIGHT, AOl, DSN, 250 72 91, was not rocovorod. LT JOHNSON sustainod 
injurios of tho right log and back. 

At 0741 LT(jg) J. L. MAGI, USNR, 505124, VF-194, flying on 
AD-4Q BuNo 124655 was forced to ditch forward of tho ship duo to loss 
of powor, Tho pilot was roscuod uninjurod by tho B0XER*s holicoptor. 

6 July 1953 

Inclement woathor limited tho day*s air oporations. Commencing 
at 0307 six (6) sortios wore launchod. 

7 July 1953 

Woathor procludod air oporations oarly in tho day. Coxamonc- 
ing at 1456 a total of fifty-fivo (55) sortios woro launchod. 

The following voico communication from CTF-77 was roooivod: 

"THE EXPEDITIOUS MANNER PREPARATIONS WERE MADE FOR 
LAUNCH WAS NOTED WITH PLEASURE X WELL DONE" 

8 July 1953 

Commoncing at O63O, ono hundrod and twenty (120) sortios 
woro launched. 

At 1421, LT T. F. 0»CONNOR, USNR, 430961, VF-52, flying on 
2 EuNo 122579 was forced to ditch at soa duo- to an ongino flaro- 
back, Tho pilot was rosouod uninjurod by tho U.S.S. SMALLET (DD-565). 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod at night. 

9 July 1953 



No air oporations woro conducted duo to non-opora ti onnl 
vro.'.tlior. In connection with tho BOXER 1 s recovery of tho PRINCETON* a 
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aircraft, tho following dispatch was rccoivod* 
CTF-77 090330Z 

* 

"PILOT AIR DISCIPLINE AND CIC AIR CONTROL PERFORMANCE 
DURING IFR RECOVERIES TODAY WAS OUTSTANDING X WELL 
DONE" 

Roolonishmcnt was conducted during oarly afternoon and avoning, 

10 July 1953 

Weather seriously hamporod tho day's schodulod nir operations, 
but commoncing at 1026 forty-fivo (45) combat sortios woro launched. 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night. 

11 July 1953 

Commoncing at 0727, a total of ono hundrod and ono (lOl) 
combat sortios wore flown. 

Roplonishmont was cortductod during tho night. 

12 July 1953 

Early morning air operations woro cancollod duo to incloaont 
woe.tb.cr. Beginning at 0726 one hundrod and sovontoon (117) sortios 
wore launched. 

13 July 1953 

Commencing at 0304. a total of sixty-ono (61) combat sortios 
wore launched. Woathor procludod lato afternoon and ovoning air 
operations. 

At 03C9 LT W. A. HAYES, USNR # 485783, VC-3, flying an F4U-5N 
BuNo 121912, was forced to ditch forward of tho ship duo to loss of 
power. Tho pilot was rescued uninjured by tho U.S.S. CARPENTER (DD-825)< 

Roplonishmont was conducted during tho night. 

14 July 1953 

Inclomcnt wcathor limited tho dry's schodulod air oporations 
to forty-nino (49) sortios. 

At about 0500, routine radio contact was lost with an AD-4N 
Ballo 125738 piloted by LT R. A. SMITH, USNR, 320896, VC-35, and 
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air-crowmen J. S. KENNEDY, AEAN, USN, A60 77 50, VC-35 and T. H. GUIN, 
/.DA.% USNi 433 AA 29, VC-35. Radio contact was not rogainod and thoy 
"ro fisted Missing in Action* 

t 

At 1606 RADM W, D, JOHNSON, USN, Commander Carrior Division 
ONE5 in LAKE CHAMPLAIN roliovod RADM R. E. BLICK, USN, Commandor 
Carr.lir Division THREE, in PRINCETON as Commandor Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEI., 

15 July 1953 

Woathor prohibited oarly morning air opo rations and 13 ml tod 
tho day's sortios to thirty-one (31). 

16 July 1953 

Woathor pro eluded oarly morning air oporations, but commenc- 
ing at 0631 a total of ono hundrod and eleven (ill) sortios woro flown. 

At 0606 tho BOXER and tho PRINCETON, accompanied by four 
destroyers, loft Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN, and formod Task Unit 77.3«1. 
RADM R. E. BLICK, USN in PRINCETON was OTC and CTTJ 77.3.1. 

17 July 1953 

Woathor delayed schodulod air oporations until 1630. Twon"t<y- 
oight (28) combat sortios woro launched. 

At 2127, Task Unit 77.3.1 joinod Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN 
and Task Unit 92.1*1. RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN in LAKE CHAMPLAIN was 
CTF-77. 

18 July 1953 

Woathor limited tho day's combat sortios to thirty-four (3A). 

At 1310 RADM R. E. BLICK, USN, assumed OTC Task Forco SEVENTY- 
f rWKNa At 1707 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, assumed OTC Task Forco SEVENTY- 

S.r-IN. 

19 July 1953 

Inclement woathor delayed air oporations until 1330. A 
total of forty-four (AA) combat sortios woro launchod, 

20 July 1953 

The Task Forco replenished during non-operational woathor 
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in tho nothing* Commencing at 1500, twonty-four (24.) combat sortios 
voro flowi\i 

21 July 1953 

No air oporations conducted duo to inclomont woathor ovor 
the Tr.Fk Forco and Northeast Koroa, 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night, 

22 July 1953 

Commencing at 0532, a total of sovonty-sovon (77) sortios 
wore flown. 

23 July 1953 

Air Oporntions bognn at 0459 and ono hundred and fiftoon 
(115) combat sorties wore launchod. 



At 1047 LT D. R. PAUL, USN, 321131, VC-61, flying an 
F2H-2P BuNo 12879 crashed into tho sea upon ontcring tho landing 
pattern. The causo of tho crash was undotorminod and LT PAUL was 
not rocovorod. 



Tho 61,000th landing was mado this dato. 
Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night. 

24 July 1953 

Commoncing at 0500, ono hundrod and twenty (120) sortios 
wore flown. At about 0520, LCDR J. J. KINS ELLA, USN, 114399, VF-52, 
flying an F9F-2 BuNo 123672 crash landod in friondly territory af tor 
his aircraft was danagodl By boob blM&% whon ho inadvortontly dropped 
his bombs on a rocket run. LCDR KINS ELLA sufforod socond dogroo bums 
cf tho faco and hands and was ovacuatod to tho U.S.S. REPOSE (AB-16) 

Tho Task Forco roplonishod during tho night. 

25 July 1953 



Commencing at 0500, a total of ono hundrod and fifty-two 
(152) sortios wcro launchod. 

At about 1155, LT(jg) J. W. INGRAM, USNR, 496331, VF-151, 
flying an F9F-2, BuNo 123619, was unablo to parachuto from his piano 
r -f-':cr being hit by oncmy anti-aircraft fire, LT(jg) INGRAM ditchod 



his piano about four (A) milos south of TANGHON* An At© rocaroroS 
his body which had boon thrown cloar of his aircraft. Ho diod of 

>r"\tiplo wounds, 

Tho Task Foreo roplonlshod during tho night, 

26 July 1953 

Ono hundred and fifty-one (151) combat sortios woro 

flown. 

At 0305, GTF-77 diroctod tho Task Foreo to sot Condition 
OnoWiblo-iibio whon numerous unidontifiod air contacts appeared on 
Foreo radar scopes. Tho Task Force ongngod in evasive monouvors and 
at 0356 tho BOXER launched two (2) night Gorsairs. No onomy contacts 
wore observed by tho night fighters and at 0438, CTF-77 eigtallod 
^'.RHIIJG WHITE and tho Task Foreo sccurod from Condition Onc-Ablo-Ablo. 

At 16a ENS T. F, LEDFORD, U5NR, 554380, VF-151, flying an 
^9F-2 BuNo 127210 ditched forward of tho ship. Tho caueo of tho 
accident was not dotorminod and tho pilot was not rocovorod. 

The Task Foreo roplonlshod during tho night* 

27 July 1953 

Commencing at 0633, a total of sovonty— sovon (77) combat 
sortios wore flown. 

At 2200 tho Koroan coaso-firc wont into affect, 

Tho Task Foreo roplonlshod at night, 

?L?™ III Performance of Ordnance Material and Equinaont 

(Soo Part Ifl, para c, below) 

P' ";" IV Battlo Damage 

No battlo damago was sustained by tho ship, Soo Enclosure 
•1) for damage inflicted on tho onomy and for that sufforod by BOXER 
-ircraft, 

P/JET V Porsonnoi 

Casualties 

Tharo wore ho combat casualties Sufforod by Ship's 
. 3^'yany poirsohnel as a result of onomy action. Air Group casualties 
■■to rxsportod lii cnelostiro (1), 
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-*>• Porfonaanco 

(1) Morale was oxcollont although personnel woro 

- ffordod very littlo tirao for recreation due to into*sivo n±t opor^ 
r.tions. BOXER in port scvon (7) days in tho last oinpty WO) days* 
Forty-six (A6) mon roportod for duty and twenty (20) |?oro temaioxvoA 
comprising an avorago ©f 2016 onlistod ip ship's company orow tho 
pcrr.-f 1 o? this report. Fiftoon (15) aoa roturnod from tompiarayy 
additional duty -and ono doportod on temporary additional At 
present a total of fortjnfivo (45) ©o» n$o abs<?at on tottj»iK|»' 
additional duty, including four (A) on apnual loavo to tho JPfpl- 
ippinos, ono (l) to Guam| and thirtoon (13 ) on omorgoncy loo&Q to 
tho continental U.S # , RM, FC/FT and ET ratings aro still critically 
short although ono (l) FTC roportod and ono (l) ETC and two \2) 
BT3's arc onrouto* 

(2) During this period twclvo (12) officors roportod 
and four (4) wore dotachod. Scvontcon (17) officors havo orders to 
report, ton (10) of whom aro Ensigns, and ton (10) officors hr.Vo 
orders for dotachmont, 

(3) Twolvo Wardroom guosts wore aboard during this 
period, comprising both civilian porsonncl and officers from other 
branches of the Armed Foreos t Tho duration of -their visits variod 
fron throe (3) days to throe wooks* 

(A) There wore a total of twolvo (12) met casos 
during this period* Ono (l) spocial court ond olovon (ll) non- 
judicial punishments wore awardod* 

(5) A total of oightoon hundred sixty-sovon dollars 
($1867.00) was contributed by ship and c£v group porsonnol to tho 
Japanese Flood Rolicf Fund* 

c. Training 

(1) Dopartaontal and Division training was corriod 
on as conditions pcrmittod* 

(2) Tho Training Room was usod for Divisional training 

• cl -ssos, supervised group study, advanccmont in rato lectures, testing, 
hor.lth and hygiene locturos, church sorvicos, and rocroational movios 
in tho evenings, 

(3) The I & E program administered tho GED tests (high 
school lovol) to ninoty-fivo (95) mon. Corrospondcnoo has been init- 
iated on tho part of thirty (30) of thoso mon to obtain thoir high 
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school diplomas; the others are being further counseled boforo 
applying. Throo (3) EX exams and sovon (7) college lovol oxaitp 
vo.'o also, administered. After-hour classes continue in ma1»homat$,0&* 
iiio availability of nnplo spaco for part of this period faciHtatod 
the caKmintTig of mo% number of men, 

(4) Two (2) IAoutonant ConBaaMord, who had no provioass 
dock ov rionec, wore checked out as officers of tho dock underway. 

Public Information 

Total news releases and feature articles originated within 

this command .are as follows* 

(1) 23 news photos and captions 

(2) 5 feature storios f with 12 accompanying photos 

(3) I dispatch news story 
(A) 1 hometown news story 

Tho Public Infermtien Office fK&lishod tho daily 
SOXiSR PRESS, a four pago photo-offset newspaper, tteihg ship's news 
and world news soeoivod via radio-teletype. In addition, a four 
pajQ wcokly foaturo Parade supplement was cditod containing ship's 
news and photographs as" well as AFF$ articles and pictures, 

Nora and feature matenial was forwarded daily by 
dispatch to CTF-77 for use in oporatioii stsaaarics, and in foaturo 
stories about the force's four«-carrior maxiaum-offort operations, 
BCKBR operation summaries were sent &is the day's action developed, 
and on many days two (2) or throo (3) such summarios wore sont. 

A combat camera group was aboard TAD from HAS, Atsugi, 

Japan. ■ ' 

0- Roligj-ous Act}v?.t4,os 

Protestant Bible classes wcro hold wcokly at l800 to 
.1.900. For -6ho month of July those classos wore hold on Sunday. Pro- 
- . -ftaiit GemmuHioa services wore hold on tho second Sunday of tho month, 
I:? .'.-fcstant Biviflo services were held oach Sunday at 1000, Latter Day 
T tints Sorvicss were held each Sunday at 0830, and a study class was 
i. ;ld weekly for tho latter lay Saints. Christian Science Softficoa 
wore hold each Sujjday aH 1000. Tho Protestant Choir mot twice weekly 
for practico., and on Sunday their contributed to tho religious service. 
I natures Voipe hold on ^Earriago and tho Family", Those lectures woro 
1 od on tho "Arnod Forces Character Guidanco Program", Sunday Masses 
w -a held at 0630 and #00, Waofc% Mass was hold at I63O. Confess- 
:\<; wore hold beforo and after oa&h Mass. The two Chaplains al tor- 
tod in conducting evening prayer. 



Movies wore shown nightly in tho Wardroom, CPO Loungo, 
'.r'.rst Class "Moss, Training Room, and the Moss Docks. Whcnovor possible 
tho hangar deck was used for movies, with two porformancos on that 
evening. During oporations thirty-nine (39) difforont pro grans woro 
shown for a total of two hundred twonty-sovon (227) times, A la to 
cvonir* -tovio was hold in tho Training Room for porsonnol unablo to 
attend tho regular showings. Snacks wore sorvod to tho crow oach 
evening aft :r raovios, A Happy Hour was hold for tho ship on tho 
hangar dock during tho last in-port poriod. This was paid for by 
tho Rocroation Fund, The library was opon from 0900 to 2100 daily. 
Library books woro wo 11 used, Throo hundrod sovonty-four (374) 
nagazinos woro distributod, Throo hundrod (300) pockot books woro 
rocoivod and distributed, Ono hundrod fifty (150; hard bound books 
woro rocoivod and put in circulation. Two thousand throo hundrod 
(2?00) books wore loanod through tho library, Tho BOXER studio 
n furnished a nows broadcast at 0700 and 1230 doily, A musio program 
^ . is hold daily from 1100 to 1300 and from 1600 to 1800, An oxoroiso 
^A^" room for physical conditioning of officors and mon was o^nj ia lly. 

PAR3? VX Cfflffftffte 

a. Oporq^pqp 

(l) Air Oporations 

Throe (3) officors and nino (9) onlistod mon woro assign- 
ed to Air Plot Watch, Tho Air Oporations Watch consistod of ono (l) 
officer and 'throo (3) onlistod ncn during early morning and night opor- 
ations. Two (2) officors and fivo onlistod porsonnol during daylight 
oporations. Two (2) onlistod porsonnol wore on duty during such per- 
iods when tho ship had night ready dock, or aircraft In a readiness 
condition. 

During - early norning and night air operations tho 2-JG 
sound powor phonos woro not mannod. Launch and rocovory data was sont 
to the ready rooms over tho MC circuit, 

Tho X-JA sound power circuit was mannod during all air 
operations, Ono (l) station was mannod in Air Plot and tho othor on 
tho bridgo, Tho bridge watch maintained a status board by moans of 
rrcaso pencil. The board was mounted in tho window framo just aft of 
tho Captain's chair. This board was made of ploxiglass and had sec- 
tions rulod off to shew the numbor of aircraft schodulod for each 
-'-nt by typo with tho launch and rocovory timos. The number of air- 
craft by typo, tho number of aircraft with hung ordnanco by side 
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riuribor, the cjrttieal. fuel Btato by typo aircraft figured on tho dis- 
tance to the nearest lahdihg field, tho boaring and distanco to tho 
nor rest finding fioidi caagf unusual circumstances such as aircraft In 
:ihe laue dilok ci#c,|.©| sprays , otc. , tho Task Forco roady dock scho- 
H&Lc, and the lato'$t IKoroan vioa<*Eor # , 

Air Operations maintained a manif est in Air Plot of 
t- p - )7crs onbarking and dobarking by helicopter and COD. Holi- 
copv .1 GOD flights woro not on tho flight dock by Air Operations 
poraou- ol. Jdibnrkinf COD passongors woro taken to % Plot whore tho 
Moss Treasurer assigned quartors and tho Ship's Writer chocked ordors. 
Debarking passongors reported to Air Plot forty-five iU5) minutes 
ipior to scheduled take-off tino for aircraft assignment, COD arrivals 
and departures woro announcod ovor tho ship's loud spoakor system, 
feirlincs stylo, upon arrival and forty-fivo (A5) minutes prior to de- 
parture, 

(2) CIC * 

During tho in-port period prior to deployment for Task 
-Force SWEETO-SJVEN operations as covorod in this roport tho RHI system 
of the Six radar was restored to service. , l&o offectivonoss of tho 
©qui inpnt ' gradually improved and at tho end , of tho period altitudo 
information was-. obtained consistently up to range of forty-fivo (A5) 
nilos. 

The Full allowance of eight (8) CIC Watch Officors is 
now on board. One (X) officor has Iqualif led as Officor of tho Dock 
ijtndcrway and tho training program w^ll continue with one (l) ; officer 
at a tino being do tailed to duty under ins^ction on the bridgo until 
Qualified, All do 'ok watch of f icors* havo received checkouts ahd havo 
Stood watches in CIC for indoctrihaiion» 

In response to the request outlined in tho last Action 
Roport, the Chief of Naval Operations has authorized a second Mark X 
IFF installation for the BOXER, It is expected that tho work will ho 
accomplished during -tho noact in-port availability, IFF will then bo 
available with SX radar and additional facilities for presentation 
viV- be afforded ; i*v CIC, 

(3) Photo Interpretation 

During tho second tour on tho lino twenty-throo (23) 
successful photo sortios woro flown. 

The P,I, porsonnol for this tour consisted of two (2) 
officers and throe (3) enlisted men. In ordor to maintain round tho 
■ 1 ck service and eporational efficiency, a working schedule was pro- 



-11- 




DECLASSIFIED 




poafod alld^fcjg oodh nan a faurioon Hour watch. Quo (l) officer 

was assignod the day shift to prcparo all tho photo dobriofs, whilo 
the othor officor worked tho night shift and was responsible for tho 
preparation of tho P.I, roport. Tho -onlistod man's schodulo roquirod 
a two (2) nan watch (0900-2300 & 1500-0500) for tho interpretation 
work; and assisted by tho third watch (2100-1100) who holpod in tho 
plotting and prcparod tho mosiaes. This system appoarod to bo satds- 
fc.ct r;- in all rospocts ospocioUy during a h6avy work load. 

Many typos of rubber comont undorwont oxporimontation 
of which two (2) woro found to bo satisfactory. Noithor is a standard 
Navy Stock Iton and has to be acquired through open order purchaso. 
Tho trade nanos arc: "Dabit Canont" manufacturod by Simons Laboratory 
Inc. and "Bost Tost" mrinufacturod by tho Union Rubber and Asbostos 
Conpany of Tronton, Now Jersey. / 



Tho P.I. section in cooperation with the Photo Lab and 
Air Group experimented with ozalid copies of target mosiacs. L pos- 
itive transparency was mr.do from a target nosiac negative. From this 
positivo, ozalid copies woro roproducod. Those were found to bo un- 
satisfactory in detail and difficult to rc product) with prosont oquip- 
nt. Further oxporimontation along this lino is advocatod. 



(A) Communications 



a » Personnel . Tho communication section opera tod during 
this poriod with a small fraction of the authorized allowanco of ratod 
radiomen and quartermasters. Tho oxporionca gained from a previous 
extensive tonr on tho line qualified the non-rated mon to handle jobs 
efficiently that woro herctoforo considorod to bo billots for ratod 
ncn. 

D » l££&3j£g* Although training was principally tho "on 
the job" typo, tho program has produced gratifying rosults in that 
forty (4.0) men in the section havo completed tho roquiromonts for ad- 
vancement in rating, havo been recommend od and aro schodulod to part- 
icipate in the forthcoming floot-wido examinations. Daily formal 
drills and instructions woro hold in procedure, routino maintonanco 
and operational adjustments to communication oquipncnt f transmitting 
and receiving and cryptography. 

c » Material* Visual communications material functionod 
satisfactorily. A reduced roquircmcnt for continuous radio circuit 
guards pomitted tho carrying out of a realistic routino maintonanco 
progron. At tho ond of the poriod over ninety percent (905?) of tho 
xv dio transmitters and noar one hundred porccnt (100$) of tho radio 
rocoivors woro in operating condition. Tho model TCZ transmitter 
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proved unsatisfactory for uso as a honing boacon. No advorso ro ports 
on tho pcrfcrmanoo of tho TAJ transmitter wore rocoived when this 
rvruipmofyfe was employed for TROUT. Tho nodol URT-A transmitter con- 
tinues to bo a groat maintenance problem* UHF and VHP oquipmont 
operated satisfactorily, 

d. Postal Communications . During a period oxtonding 
fro:.i 2 to 17 July only ono (1) dolivory of U, S» Mail was rocoivod 
on ber.rcU After this period nail was rocoivod oach tino a ship in 
the replenishment group camo out from Sasobo or Yokosuka, A total 
of three hundred sovonty (370) bags of mail woro rocoivod and dis- 
patched by this ship during the ontiro period* Ono thousand six 
hundrod fifty-throo (1653) monoy orders for a total value of 
#67,033*98 were sold. 

o, Mos sago Traffic . A total of fiftoon thousand two 
hundred thrco (15,203) ncssagos woro procossod. Goncral mossages 
were rocoivod promptly and solid files woro naintainod throughout 
tho period. Dolays in tho procossing of nossages rocoivod wcro 
rare and caused by tho failure on tho part of tho originator or tho 
ro-addrossing authority to uso tho propor channol for tho addressees 
and to employ the abbreviation n N0TAL tt whon rof erring to mossagos 
not held by addrossccs* Outgoing mossages wore infrequently dolayod 
as a rosult of overloaded circuit conditions. J 

(5) Aerology 

Tho weather during tho period A to 27 July 1953 was of 
predominantly monsoonal characteristics, with twolvo (12) of tho 
twenty-four (24) days having a provailing wind direction between 
Southoast and Southwost, and with gonoral low prossuro oxisting over 
the aroa from northern Manchuria to southern China. Only two fe) 
migratory cyclones crossed into tho Sea of Japan from tho Yellow Soa 
during July as compared to cloven (ll) in Juno. 

Tho first of those centers, Typhoon KIT, crossod Korea 
near the 38th parallol and passod approximately ono hundred (lOO) 
miles north of tho Task Force on tho morning of 7 July, with south- 
westerly winds reaching forty-four (AA) knots and gusts to fifty-fivo 
(55) knots. As the storm proceeded oastward over Koroa, a woak 
secondary center developed and stagnated in tho Yollow Soa. Tho 
strong southerly flow in advanco of tho typhoon produced low coilings 
and rain for two (2) days before the contor roached tho Soa of Japan. 
Rapid eloaring followed tho pas sago of tho contor, as tho wind veered 
to northerly. 

The second migratory cyclono, which movod into tho Soa 
of Japan on 13 July, dove loped as a wevo on the polar front in tho 
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vicinity of Shanghai, tho Center novcd rapidly eastward over Koroa 
and stagnated in tho hfci*thorn Soa of Japan. Onco again, operations 
woro hamporcd by lOVf coilings and rain in advanco of the low contor, 
x'ollf.wod by rapid cloaring with tho passago of the oontor and ro- 
sultrnt wind shift to tho north. In this caso, however, a trough 
developed to tho southwost into a low contor ovor China, and tho 
wcr.thor in tho oporating aroa rapidly dotcrioratod. This trough 
ronairv soni-stationary for sovon (7) days (14 to 21 July) and 
the roaulbrnt flow of vory noist air fron tho south and cast over 
tho cooler water along tho North Koroan coast produced donso fog, 
which dissipated only tonporarily in the oarly afternoon. During 
this period a ridgo of high prcssuro was developing south and oast 
of tho Japanoso islands. By tho 22nd of July this ridgo oxtondod 
ovor tho East China Soa and tho rosultant lowor lovol wind flow 
ovor Koroa had vecrod to the southwest. This situation persisted 
until 27 July and producod downslopo notion along the Koroan oast 
coast with resultant low huniditios and cloaring skios. At tho 
sono tine, the nountainfiajB terrain of contaiftl. Kbxoft afforded o»* 
collont lifting for tho warn noist air fron the Yollow Sea, and 
cenvectivo activity and thundorstoms dovolopcd overland. 

Tho anount of cloudiness and low coilings increased 
cvor tho nonth of Juno with noro than eight-tenths of tho sky covor- 
od for sovonty-thrco porcont (73%) of tho tino and coilings bolow 
fivo thousand feet (5000* ) fifty-four porcont (54$) of tho time. 
Fog and/or low ceilings occurrod with nodorato wind flew fron south 
to oast, and caused unfavorable flying conditions for alnost thirty 
porcont (30$) of tho tine. In nost instances, tho fog or stratus 
developed in tho oarly evening and would dissipate lato at night, 
forming again near sunrise and persisting throughout tho naming, 
Tho nost favorable flying conditions occurrod with tho gonoral wind 
flow fron north to southwest, producing offshoro winds in tho oast 
const operating area. 

Flight operations woro net soriously affoctcd by in- 
sufficient wind during this period, although ordnanco loadings on 
jet aircraft woro reduced on sovoral occasions when winds docronsod 
to loss than four (A) knots. 

Duo to inclonont weather during this twonty-four (24) 
day period, flight operations woro cancollcd on four (4) full days 
and roducod to less than half a day's oporation on twolvo (12) other 
days. 
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AEROLOGICAL SUMMARY 
OPERATING PERIOD 
4- July - 27 July 1953 



T onporaturo 
Average 
Avoro.;;3 Max 
Avor- -o liin 

Absolute Mnx 
Absolute Min 

S Tcv Condition 

Overcast 

Cloudy 

Partly Cloudy 
Mostly Clear 



71 dog 
75 dog 
68 dog 
84- dog 
59 dog 

Total Tino 
55.2% 
18.255 
10.6% 
16.0% 



Hours of precipitation 73 
Avorago Rolativo Hunidity 87% 
Hours of Fog 111 



Surfaco Wind 

Proving Djrocfaon MLSl 

N 2 

NNE 3 

NE 2 

ENE 

E 1 

ESE 2 

SE 

SSE 5 

S 3 

ssvr 2 

SW 2 

WSVJ 1 

W 

WNW 

NW 

NNW 1 



Z<?m*m ^TotaA Tteo V^Mttos t Total Ttoo 

Bolow 1000* 29.3% Undor 1 Milo 8*0% 

1000-5000* 25.1% 1-3 Milos 4-.0% 

5000-10,000* 15,1% >6 Milos 12.6% 

Above 10,000* 30.5% Over 6 Milos 75.4% 

Porcon^gft ..Elrtnft Con dA^ ons 

BAD (Ceilings loss than 1000* ) - - 28.8% 

(Visibility loss than 3 nilos) 

AVERAGE (Coiling 1000-5000* ) 30.1% 

(Visibility 3-6 nilos) 

GOOD (Coiling over 5000') 41.1% 

(Visibility ovor 6 nilos) 



b. Supply 

(l) Connissary 

Provision roplonishnont was rocoivod at soa twico 
whilo in tho oporating area during the poriod 1 July to 27 July 
1953. 

Loading 

2£& Tons^orod; Tong Received, TJaa 

9 July U$S ALSTEDE (AF-48) 57 51.1 80 nin. 

20 July USS GRAFFIAS (AF-29) 88 70 60 nin. 



■as- 



Sandwiches woro rogularly providod for tho refuoling 
rind jfaarning working parties, Hanburgors, grillod chooso or hot 
logs jtcro the nost popular typos of sandwichos sorvod. Sandwichos 
■wore sorvod on fiftcon (15 ) difforont occasions during this poriod 
on tho lino. 

During this sano poriod 6,786 conplcto night rations, 
an average of 251 por day, woro prepared and sorvod to tho night 
crow, 

Sandwichos and coffoo woro providod for tho crow after 
the ovoning novio on days whon bad woathcr conditions prevented reg- 
ular flying operations. 

Grahan flour has not boon availablo to tho BOXER at 
any tine sinco arrival in the Far Bast aroa. It is roconmondod that 
this typo flour bo carried by tho provision ships, as it is valuablo 
as a ncans of supplying greater variety in tho bakory products, 

Tho following anounts of provision itons woro consunod 
during this operating poriod * 



Flour 

Vegetables, canned 
Vogo tables, fresh 
Vogotablos, frozen 
Fruit, canned 
Fruit, fresh 
Fruit, frozen. 
Fruit, preserved 
Fruit, juices 
Coroals, starches & rice 
Oils, sauces and vinogar 
Choose, grated, procossod 
and cottago ' 




37,450 
22,238 
89,026 
.3,866 
1*6,612 
18,555 
3,131 
A, 892 
6,448 
5,593 
770 



lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs, 
lbs. 
lbs. 
gal. 



Moat, pro sorvod 
Moat, salted & snokcd 
Moat, fresh & bonoloss 




3,231 lbs. 



ana granuiaxca 
Bovoragos, coffoo, toa 
and cocoa 
Milk, ovaporatod 
Milk, fresh 
Milk, powdered whole 
Butter 
Eggs, frosh 
Shortening 



6,361 lbs. 
20,546 lbs. 
54,552 lbs. 

34,010 lbs. 

7,811 lbs. 
6,215 lbs. 
1,694 lbs. 
5,730 lbs, 
9,411 lbs. 
7,903 doz. 
9,406 lbs. 



(2) Ship's Storo and C&SS 



During tho nonth of July, Ship's Storo salos anountod 
to $51,269.00 and CSSS salos woro $9,571.00. Closing inventory val- 
uation of Ship's Storo stock was $92,592.00 and $41,791.00 for CSSS. 
Net profit roaliaod fron Ship*s Storo operations during this poriod 
was $5,607.78. 

Adequate stocks of all Ship's Storo itens woro availablo 
for salos during July, Hbavy salos resulted in sono stock itons being 
reduced to an approximate thirty (30) day stock lovol but frocoipts fron 
roplonishnont requisitions issued on supply sourcos aro oxpoctod to 
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roliovo this situation prior to reduction of stocks to a sorious 
lovol, 

(3) Aviation Supply 

Doplotion of a nunbor of high usago itons was oxpor- 
ioncol during tho socond tour on the ''Battle Lino", This condition 
was 'ccv3od by tho oxcossivc tino pianos wcro in the air duo to tho 
largo ntr ibcr of missions flown. Receiving all roplonishmont ships 
at night, during this period, allowed continual all day flight 
operations, 

A total of 1,863 lino itons wore rocoived on stub 
requisition roquosts. Of thoso requests ninoty-oight porcont (98%) 
of tho lino itons wore furnishod, 

Tho TT.S.S. JUPITER (AVS-8) rcplonished aviation stores 
at sea on 27 July 1953t Approximately oloven (ll) tons of supplios, 
including transhipment cargo was roooivod. This amounted to sovonty- 
two porcont (72%) of tho itons roquisitionod as conporod with tho 
scvonty-olght percent (78%) roccipt of itons fron tho Juno requisitions 
submitted to tho JUPITER, 

Thoro wore nino (9) ACOG*s during this operating poriod, 
Six (6) of tho ACOG's woro AD-^N's down for two (2) to throo (3) days 
for Gyro Horizon Indicators, stock nunbor R88-I-1325-015-000. Tho 
VF-19A Squadron has proparod RUDM's on tho indicators. 

Failure of Ailoron Booster Volvos, stock nunbor 
R83-AP-25AOO-20 continues to bo a major causo of ACOG's. During 
this operating period stocks of this iton woro oxhaustod fron avail- 
able stock of all Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN corriors and othor sourcos 
in tho Far East, BOXER transforrcd nino (9) of tho original stock 
of thirtcon (13) valvos on board to tho throo (3) othor corriors of 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN whon they woro faced with ACOG»s-, In addit- 
ion to the thirtoon (13) valvos which woro on board BOXER, an addit- 
ional throe (3) wore rocovorod through salvago fron dud aircraft, 
Subsoquont valvo failures on BOXER used tho ronaining sovon (7) valves 
V. causod ono (l) ACOG as tho oighth valve was unavailable whon ro- 
v-arod. A ro-outfitting requisition CVA21/7A56-53 subnlttod to AMO, 
*iSC Oakland in Doconbor 1952 for sovon (7) of theso valvos is still 
outstanding. Vigorous follow-up action by tho ship to ASO Philadelphia 
first established a dolivory dato of 30 Juno by the contractor; this 
later was dolayod to an anticipated dolivory of the wook of H. August 
1953, 



Other AC0G*s woro as follows t 
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AIRCR/3?. 
FAU-4 \ 
AD-AN - 



STOCK ifclMBER NOMENCLATURE 
R82«GV^/S^40106 Stabilizer 
R82-DG-5267222 Soal Assy. 
R86-GE-CR2795B10QA1 Rogulator 



NO. DAYS 
SOURCE SUPPLY ACOG 
USS PHILIPPINE SEA 1 
IBS PRINCETON 1 
USS JUPITER 3 



A mooting of Supply Off icors from Task Forco, SEVENTY- 
BWm curlers was hold 19 July aboard tho U.S.S, LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 
Pixpp to of this mooting was to discuss procedures for tho tinoly 
transfer of critical natorial within tho Forco and to standardizo 
phraseology in order to roduco sizo of nossagos boing transnittod 
through the communications system. 

Two (2) ACOG dispatches woro transnittod to ASD, NSC 
Oakland from tho U.S.S. JUPITER dtg 160830Z Juno covoring requisition 
CVA21/8891-53 for one (l) oach Shaft R82-DG^A25A985 and dtg 201337Z 
Juno covoring requisition CVA21/8907-53 for ono (l) oach line Assy 
?.S3-PG~5256715-98 and ono (l) each Lino Assy R83-DG-5256715-9A, 
Each of tho action copios of the dispatches used as packing copies 
for shipnont wcro stamped in bold lottors "Air Cargo" "ACOG", how- 
over, tho packagos wcro mailed by regular parcol post. Thoy woro 
uTtinatoly rocoivod on board BOXER 20 and 26 July respoctivoly. 
Howovor, a "Dud" aircraft had becono available during tho interim, 
from which those parts wcro procurod, but had this not occurrod tho 
aircraft would have boon grounded for a period of thirty-six (36) 
days. 

(4) Goneral Supply 

During the period 10 May to 27 July 1953 tho rcquiromonts 
for breathing oxygon and tochnical oxygon wcro adequately not by tho 
tankors, through tho substitution of breathing for technical when re- 
quired.' 

Roquiromonts for C02 Regular averaged about four (A) 
cylinders per day, which was approximately ton (10) cylindors oach 
.replenishment. Roquirod amounts woro not always availablo but in 
all instances partial quantitios woro supplied. Tho lack of C02 
cylinders with valvo SNSN G58-V-198-25 is noted, 

Roplonishnont of ton (10 ) pound acctylono cylindors 
from tankors was not possible. BOXER requirements of fivo (5) for 
testing purposes was filled at NSD Yckosuka prior to doparturo of 
BOXER for this tour. A stock of the small acetylene cylindors should 
bo carrlod by tankors replenishing tho forco* 

Comnandor Sorvico Squadron THREE Notico AAA2 sot tho 
load to be carried by NavFo tankors as: 

C02, 50 lb* 5 
Froon 12, 50 lb, 1 
Nitrogon, water punpod (18 A cuft,) 1 
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Allowance of conprossod gases in the nnount listod 
is hardijaf ono'ugh to nako roplacononts for thoso usod cvon though 
t '0 cartjior loaves pert with capacity allowance In addition, if 
:oro than one (l) carrior or othor vossol draws fron tho tanker 
oach roplonishncnt, this results in sono ships boing unablo to 
replenish to allowance Further, tho uncortain schodulos for 
rotation to port, dictatod by curront war offorts, docs not allow 
vessel- to anticipate waiting until arrival in port, but ro quires 
rop.lonisix.iont on each opportunity at soa in ordor to maintain 
naxinun readiness, BOXER roquirononts for tho poriod of this ro- 



port wore as follows: 

fioqutrofl RQcpivod 

CQ2 Rogular 22 cu ft, 67 51 

Froon 12, 50 lb, A2 34 

C02 Firo 10 
Acctylono, 10 lb. 5 

Nitrogon, 184 cu ft. 3 3 



Ships operating in tho forward area havo boon re- 
quired to roplcnish Gonoral Stores material fron Fleet Issuo ships, 
with very little support fron ashoro activitios on NIS itons othor 
than on n A H and "B" priori tios. While a fleot issuo ship carrios 
an adoquato stock of high usago itons, it is inpossiblo to stock 
and carry all itons that a large vessel requires during operations 
for an indefinite length of tino. Groator uso of supplonontary 
supply support fron ashoro supply sourcos would aloviato tho diff- 
iculty of being unablo to obtain supplios unavailable through nobilo 
support bofcro the need booonos so critical as to justify tho uso 
of priori tios "A" or "B", It is impractical to assuno that any 
lar.^c vossol con deploy fron tho Wost Coast with a complete rango 
of stock for eight (8) nonths' cruising, Linitations of spaco, 
budgetary restrictions., and unavailability of certain itons froh 
West Coast supply sources all create a continuing nood for nany 
itons during the poriod of doploynont, 

j (5') Eloctronlcs 

With tho oxcoption of roplaconont spare parts poculiaa?- 
r r two (2) oxporinontal cquipnonts, tho AN/fePM-12 Airspeed Radar and 
:.io AN/URT-4 Radio Transmitter, supply of electronic sparos has boon 
satisfactory fron both on board allowance and fron supply activitios 
in Japan, QK-259 magnetrons for tho AN/SPN-12 aro now arriving fron 
tho Unitod States, which indicates a lag tino botwoon roquisition 
arid delivery of approximately thrco (3) nonths which is too long 
for this typo of critical natcrial, Tho convorsion fron APA to NSA 
for nany parts was oxpoditiously accomplished, and so far has 
occasioned no dolay or dorangononts in supply. It is likoly that 
tho visiblo stock records will insuro inprovod control of stock 
lovoi. 
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(6) Wardroon Moss 

Linitation of storage space for Wardroon storos and 
tho long at-soa poriod conbinod. to causo tho noccssity for largo 
nurchasos frori tho Goncral Moss. All food sorvod in tho Wardroom 
during this tour on tho lino was drawn fyon tho Gonoral Moss with 
the exception of 1,050 pounds of T-Bono Steaks, 600 pounds of 
Rni.-.h- / Trout, and 700 pounds of Frying Chickens. Those itons 
wore purchased fron cortifiod Japanoso sources. Thoy wore of ex- 
cellent quality and greatly aidod tho variety of tho Wardroon 
neals, 

Bocausc of the stronuous air operations schedule, odd 
hour noals had to bo anticipated on practically a twenty-four (24) 
hour basis. It was found that a duty cook and pantrynan wcro ro- 
quirod fron approximately 0100 until regular breakfast hours, in 
order to servo officers at the tinos required by operations, A 
-snack bar was operated fron 2000-2400 serving sandwiches of all 
varieties at 20£, to the delight of younger officors and dospoir 
of thoso with developing waistlines. 

f Cost of operating tho Wardroon Mess during tho poriod 

qf this report was oxtroncly high duo to tho stronuous operations 
schodulo and rosultant neal sorvico. It was found that nany pilots 
and personnel concerned with early norning or late ovoning cporations 
ato four (4) or noro noals per day, since thoy woro roquirod to bo 
at work unusually long hours • 

(7) Disbursing 

During tho poriod 1 July to 27 July 1953, $290,800.00 
was disbursed in payncnt of payrolls, $17,288,54 in paynont of 
public vouchors, and chocks anounting to §66, 717*60 woro exchangod 
f or cash, Collections in tho amount x>t $j3f£993W94 woro rocetwd 

fron tho following sources t 

Sales, Ship ! s Storo 036,499.10 

Sales, Mossos §14,327.30 

Sales, Clothing and Snail Storos % 8,817.30 

Sales, Soda Fountain $ 6,594*81 

Sales, Coko Machines $ 1,730.00 

Miscellaneous $ 4,407.83 

Gash oxchonged for chocks $66,717.60 



Transition of pay accounts for start cf 1954 fiscal 
year was coriplcted ahoad cf schodulo and pay records woro dolivorod 
for transnittal to BuSandA on 24 July 1953* 
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Records, reports and returns woro completed in 
preparation for tho roliof of Ensign W. E. YOUNG, SC, DSN by 
Ensign D. D. JOHNSON, SC, DSN, assistant for disbursing on 
1 ^iigust 1953. 

(1) Porfomanco of Ordnaneo Equipment and Material 

(a) No anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos woro con- 
ducted, 

(b) During tho nonth of 1 July to 27 July 1953 
operations, all ordnaneo oquipnont functioned well with tho ox- 
coption of one (l) MK 56 G.F.C.S,. Out of four (4) systems one 
(l) was out of operation for a poriod of throo weeks. This ship 
hr.s ono Ff who has had schooling on this syston and it is difficult 
for hin to keep up on all casualties on tho four (4) MK 56 G.F.C.S. 
as voll as stand condition watches. This is necossary duo to tho 
shortago of FC personnel. It is roconmondod that at loast two (2) 
FT ? s qualified on MK 56 G.F.C.S., bo providod for ships having four 
(4) MK 56 G.F.C.S.. 

(2) Soonanehip 



During tho poriod 1 July through 27 July 1953, tho 
Gunnery Department conducted tho following oxorcisos: 



Refueled dostroyor (close-in) 2 

Rofuolcd fron AO 10 

Roamed fron AE 10 

Roprovisionod from AF 3 

Roplonishod fron AVS 2 



Highlinc transfors fron various ships 23 (143 porsonnol) 

Tho Elwood Rig was used exclusively on all 40*8 
this ship rofuclod fron with ono (l) oxcoption, that boing fron 
tho AO 107 which usod tho Arwood-Thonpson rig at tho aftor fueling 
pocket. 

All oxorcisos woro conductod in on outstanding 
nannor, but during night roplonishnonts several discrepancies 
were notod. It is felt that the roplonishnont ships should 
standardize tho location and laboling of nossongors passed bet- 
ween ships. In sovcral instances it was notod that tho nossongors 
woro not labolod in any fashion, thus causing undue dolay on *both 
ships in trying to oscortain tho purpose of the nossongor. It 
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was further noted that unduo delay was causod in locating tho 
shot lino during night replenishments. This command feels that 
sono, typo of illumination is a roquisito for the shot lino during 
darken ship, proforably in tho way of a phosphorcscont lino, 

Extronc success was achiovod during night roplon- 
isk\onts when tho signalnon at tho winches and highlino used tho 
?1- - ' :'.e Wand Assembly (stock nunbor R-17-W-100, aviation storos) 
in lic-i of the standard rod Ions on tho flashlights. It was 
nctod that confusion rosultod on both ships whon stray lights 
about tho dock woro taken as signals fron tho signalnan, 

(1) Gonoral 

Tho ship's aircraft ccnplomont for this poriod 
was o (Z) F9? squadrons, ono (l) AD-^N/i. squadron, ono (l) 
FATJ-.4 -s .j , a'.; , .r '.t tho rogular splinter dotachnonts, Tho F9F-5 
sqarc.i'on wnv&rasly onbarkod was oxchangod for an F4U-4 squadron 
fr^ri the L:,(CS CKAMPL/ilN primarily bocauso of tho limitations of 
tho H4B catapu3.tr, 

(2) Aircraft Handling 

No basic handling advantage has boon realized 
with tho reduced nunbor of jots as F9F typo aircraft roquiro 
loss spaco on dock than standard props with a wing intorlock 
spot, Respots for rocovcry havo boon acconplishod noro roadily, 
however, becauso of tho greater proportion of taxiablc aircraft, 

A somowhat roducod availability during this poriod 
cror.tod undesirable dolays and srno difficult handling probloms, 
A sncoth continuous launch can be effected only if thoro aro no 
noro than two (2) or three (3) dud jets in a sixtoon (16) jot 
launch. A low availability for launch roquircs tho digging of 
"up" aircraft fron tho hangar dock and tho pack, thorcby neces- 
sitating oxcossivo aircraft handling which in turn tends to 
further disrupt maintenance in progress. 

Exporicnco indicatos that an interim tio-down 
of throo (3) linos for jots is not adoquato oven during smooth 
weather, Present doctrine roquiros fivo (5) lines proporly 
socurod on all jots before tho plane captain vacates the cock- 
pit, A "ready" secure of ton (10) linos is then imodiatoly 
appliod and is normally considered adoquato during flight 
quarters. At all other tines a nomal secure or groatcr is 
required. 
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(3) Catapult and Arresting Goar 



Tho oxchango of our F9F-5 squadron for a Corsair 
squ '.dr'cn resulted in a docidod roduction of catapult launches 
during this period. A total of 903 shots wore mado with 559 
on tho starboard catapult and 344 on tho port catapult. Tho 
fc»';r iauncho3, plus tho uso of lowdr launching prossuros for 
t). ■- P9F,-2 y brought about a corresponding docroaso in nainto- 
n,: c : cncl upkoop„ With tho oxcoption of a punp failure- on 
ti.„- rr, o ,t :pu3.t no unusual naintonanco problons woro notod. 
Se/i3.sfactcry catapult operations woro naintainod, although on 
additional 10 - 20 soconds por aircraft woro roquircd In reach- 
ing launching pressure on tho port catapult. 

During this poriod n total of 1629 landings woro 
completed., Kvght (8) cross dock pendants rcquirod roplaconont 
duo to wo??.!' j -which is a nctablo docroaso in usago. Jot tail 
skags continue- to account for danago to yielding olcmonts re- 
quiring frequent roplaconont of tho olononts. 

(4.) iVviation Gasoline 

No difficulty was oxporioncod with tho gasolino 
syston during this tour. Tho poriodic inspection and cloaning 
of ship's gr.solino filters, together with loss froquont lub- 
rication of plug valvos, has rosultod in a sharp docroaso in 
tho passage of contaminated fuel to aircraft. Only slight 
tracos of tho valvo lubricant havo boon dotoctod roeontly on 
the aircraft filtors and strainors. Aviation gas has boon 
roplonishod nino (9) tinos during tho poriod of this roport. 
A total of 781,405 gallons of aviation gasolino and 4,552 
gallons of lubo oil has boon usod. 

e. Enginporin g 

(1) Main Propulsion Plant 

Tho noin propulsion plant of this vessel con- 
tinued to dolivor conbat readiness requirononts in a notably 
efficient nannor considering the oxtondod cporations under 
daily flight schedules necessitating roplcnishnont poriods 
oach night, 

(2) Eloctrical Installations 

Nuribor Ono 1250 K.W. turbo generator was oporatod 
exclusively for radar and evaporator power during air operations 
to olininato surges in voltago which proviously causod nunorous 
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radajr ^or^gopontsi Nunbor two gonorator was usod to supply 
powci* |o starboard catapult punp notors and nunbor throo 
or fcufr, was Usod to supply powor to tho port catapult punp 
notor. ,! This condition procludos propor nointonanco of nunbor 
ono and two gonorators as thoy woro alnost constantly in uso, 

Tho slip rings of tho after 400 cyclo gonorator 
aro worn vory badly and will roquiro nachining at next avail- 
ability. 

(3) Eloctronics Installation 

Tho fluctuating voltago of tho 1250 K,W f ship*s 
sorvico gonorator causod nunorous radar oquipnont failuros 
whon catapult notors woro star-bad and plaood' ,1 6n strolw'V 
This situation was temporarily roctifiod by operating nunbor 
ono turbo gonorator oxclusivoly for supplying powor to radar and 
evaporator powor* 

No TGK or TBM-11 armature failuro occurred during 

this poriod* 

Tho DEM low froquoncy antonna has boon rocoivod 
on board and will bo installed at tho noxt availability poriod, 

A critical shortage of trainod porsonnol still 

oxists. 

(4) Training 

COMAIRPAC Enginooring Training Exorcises nust bo 
conduotod by each vossol on a continuous basis to kocp watch 
porsonnol faniliar with action to bo takon in any onorgoncy* 
Special emphasis should bo placed upon stooring casualties 
and loss of electrical powor to vital circuits. This famil- 
iarity has assisted groatly in effecting pronpt adjustment and 
repair. 

- f • Medical 

A total of sovontoon (17) patients woro adnittod 
to tho sick list on tho nodical service Significant in thoso 
is ono (l) additional caso of hypersensitivity to penicillin. 

The following is a tabulation of tho nodical ad- 
nissions during tho period of this report! 



EENT 6 
SKIN 5 
OTHER 6 
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Tho following is a tabulation of tho work accomplished 
in tho sick bav laboratory during- tho poriod 1 July through 27 July 
1953: ' 

129 
117 
19 
16 
4 

Tho following is a tabulation of vonoroal disoaso 
incidoncoa for tho poriod 1 July through 27 July 1953s 



Syphilis 

Chancroid 13 

Urethritis, acuto, duo to gonococcus 14 

cm^hritis, acuto, ncsfc-gonococcic, noc 122 

Prostatitis, acuto, non-gonococcic, noc 

Total, all vonoroal diseases 149 

For conparativo purposos , vonoroal incidonco ,during 
tho two (2) parioiJa previously reported on was: 

isi 2nd 

Syphilis 

Chancroid 9 13 

Urethritis-, acuto, duo to gonococcus 13 14 

Urethritis, acuto, non-gonococcic, noc 53 122 

Prostatitis, acuto, non-gonococcic, noc 

Total, all vonoroal diseases 75 149 



Vonoroal disoaso incidonco aboard the BOXER as con- 
paroi with vonoroal disoaso incidonco given for ships of tho Pacific 
.Floot (Statistics of Navy Modicino of July 1953, Vol. 9, No. 7) is 

as follows-* 

Ships of PacFlt 

March, 1993 Sffi 

Urethritis, acuto, non-gonococcic, noc 6„1% 4«74* 
All othor VD (Syphilis, GC, Chancroid) L.12% .96% 
Total incidonco of VD 10.22% 5.70% 

It is considorcd noteworthy to point out that tho 
1st period of V,D» trcatnonts roprosont those casos following a 
ton (10) day in-port period upon arrival fron tho Unitod Statos, 
and thoso of tho 2nd poriod roprosont those cases troatod follow- 
ing a six (6) day in-port poriod incurrod after forty-two (42) 
days operation* 



Bacteriology 

Serology 

Urinalysis 

Hematology 

Miscellaneous 



L vigorous progran of Vonoroal Disoaso training has 
boon carried out. 
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Thoro wore olio thousand swon hundr-cd :iinoty-six 
(l s 796) eul patient calls during tho por.od 1 July through 27 

July j.v53-. 

T -ar mg this period tho Dontal Dopartosnt tporatod 
with full cor.ip'I.c.;carit # ' 

There, woro no infectious diseases. 

Tho following statistics are sub&ittod. 

sittings loro. 

Restorations S.% 

PJJIT V II Siir;r.?v o f Roconqiondations 
Roforonco page 12 

.••••Two satisfactory types of rubbor conont. . 

Roforonco page 16 

Grnhen f~.our ? 4th paragraph....... 

Roforonco page 3rd paragraph undor (4) Gtonoral Supp.ly 

L stock of snail acotylono cylinders..... 

Roforonco pago 19, 2nd paragraph 

..... Greater uso of supplementary supply support 

Roferonoo pago 21, paragraph c, (l), (b) 

• ....rooomonclod that at least two FT's 

Roforonco pago 22, 1st paragraph 

.....This command feels that s^no typo of illumination..... 

Roforonco pago 22, 2nd paragraph 



Usee! Plastic wand assembly in lieu of. ...» 

i*-. x>:-.co p~.-:c 24, U) Training 

v.. ,0r .TAirPac li' glnocring Training Exorcises nust bo conductod..... 
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CNO(ndvrmco) 2 

CINCP/jDFLT(ndvonco) 2 

CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP X 

COMNAVFE(&dvanco) 1 

COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 1 

CCMSEVENTHFLT ( advnnoo ) X 

CTF-77 ( advance ) I 

GOMAIRPAC 5 

COfcERVPAC 1 

CCMPAIR/X/*KE!DA 1 

COMFAIRJAPAN X 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE X 

CO, FAIRBETUPAG 2 

COMF/JRHAWAII X 

NLO, JOG, KOREA 1 

CO, USS ESSEX (CVA9) X 

CO, USS KEARSARGE (CVA33) * 

CO, USS ORISKANY (CVA34) 1 

CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVH7) X 

CO, USS VALLEY FORGE (CVU5) 1 

CO, USS TARAWA (GVAAO) X 

CO, USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA39) 1 

CO, USS WASP (CVAX8) X 

CO, USS HORNET (CVA12) X 

CO, USS YORKTOWN (CVAIO) X 

CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA37) X 

CO, USS BATAAN (CVL29) 1 

CO, USS BUBC8D (CVE115) 1 

CO, USS BfcDOENG STRAIT (CVEXX6) X 

CO, USS RENDOVA (CVEHA) 1 

CO, USS SICILY (CVE118) X 

CO, USS POINT CRUZ (CVEXI9) 1 

CJCMCARDIV ONE 1 

COMCARDIV THREE 1 

CCMCARDIV FIVE % 

CCMCARJDIV FIFTEEN 3. 

C^CAEDIV SEVENTEEN X 

ATS X 5 

ATO' 2 1 

CVG 2 1 

CVG 3 1 

CVG A X 

CVG 5 • : 1 

cvg 6 ^va..-. .1 
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CVG 9 1 

cvg :i l 

CVG 12 1 

CVG j 4 1 

CVG If 1 

CVG ''.7 1 

cvg :? l 

VC,3 1 

VC 11 1 

VC 35 - 1 

VC 61 1 



From: 

To: 

Viar 



* tr^Mi Acksi (cvA-21] 

c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 
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Commanding Officer 

Chiof of Naval Operations 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet 
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17 Novombor 1953 




R E 



CEIVED 
_ OPNAV 
CENTRAL MAIL SECTION 

NOV 25 1953 

REQ. No. 
COPY No.. 




►ROUTED TO 



Sub j : Action Report for the period 28 July through 11 November 1953 

Ref t (a) NtflP 10-1 

(b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 3480, IB 

Encli (l) ATG-1 conf ltr sor 0230 dtd 15 Nov 3953 

1» This Action Report is submitted in accordance with references (a) 
and (b) to cover the period from 28 July through 11 November 1953 # 
Certain statistics in enclosure (l) cover the entire tour of ATG-1 in 
the Western Pacific. 



Part I Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

a. Composition 

On 28 July U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21), commanded by Captain M. B. 
GURNEY, USN, with Carrier Air Task Group ONE plus VF-44, but loss VP-Ill, 
embarked, was steaming with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in area TARE, Japan 
Sea. The SOPA, OTC, and Commander Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN was RADM 
JOHNSON. Commander Carrier Division ONE, embarked in U.S.St LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
( CVA-39). Tho units of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN present besides this ship 
wore U.S.S. JUPITER (AVS-8), U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-47), U.S.S. LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN (CVA-391 U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA-37) with RADM BLICK, Commandor 
Carrier Division THREE, ombarkod, and units of tho scroening force. 

Tho U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), U.S.S. YORKTOWN (CVA-10) with 
RADM RICKEY, Commandor Carrier Division FIVE, embarked, and U.S.S, 
ORISKANT (CVA-34) joined tho forco at later dates, Commandor Carrior 
Division ONE transferred to U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) whon U.S.S. LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) was dotachod. 

At various times the forco was joined by U.S.S. BREMERTON 
(CA-130), U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-?l), and U.S.S. HELENA (CA-75). 
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Tho mission of this Task Forco was sot forth in Compandor 
Task Forco S F^SNTi*« S Oporation Plan No, 25-53, This ropor$ covors 
BQXER's last poriods in Koroan wators on its fourth tour with tho 
Unitod Nations Forces* 

PART II Chronological Order of Evonts 

28 July 1953 - 

Tho'U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) oporatod with Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN in tho Soa of Japan. RADM W, D. JOHNSON, USN, Conmandor Carrier 
Division ONE, onbarkod in U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) was OTC. At 
1005 RADM R a E, BUCK, USN, Connandor Carrier Division THREE, onbarkod 
in U:S,S, PRINCETON ■ (OTA-37) assumed tactical comand of Task Forco 
SEVENTY-SEVEN, 

29 July 195J - 

Anti-aircraft firing oxcrcises woro conducted during tho 
afternoon, Comnoncing at 1734 six (6) roscap sortios woro launchod, 

30 July 1953 - 

Beginning at 0255* a total of thirty-two (32) roscap and 
training sortios woro flown. During tho afternoon anti-aircraft 
firing oxorcisos woro conducted, 

31 July 1953 - 

BOXER reprovisionod at 0725. Air operations bogan at 0911 
with a total of six (6) sortios for tho day. During tho afternoon 
rearming and rcfuoling was accomplished. 

1 August 1953 - 

BOXER conductod no air operations this dato, At 1010 ? RADM 
W. D, JOHNSON, USN, Concandcr Carrior Division ONE, roliovod RADM R, S. 
BUCK ? DSN, Conmandor Carrier Division THREE, as OTC of Task Forco 
SEVENTY- -SEVEN, 

2 August 1953 - 

No air operations woro conductod this date, 

3 August 1953 - 

Anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos woro conductod during tho 
day, Sixt;/ (60) training sortios woro launched commencing at 1315* 
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BOOK oporatod with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Soa of 
Japan* Ftoxiiiling was accomplished during tho morning. Anti-aircraft 
firing oxorciooa woro conductod during tho aftornoon. 

5 Aiigust 1953 - 

Comnoncing at 1327 a total of forty-sovon (4.7) training 
sortios woro launchod. 

6 August 1953 - 

Air operations bogan at 1214. with a total of forty-four (44-) 
training sortios for tho day. Captain B. E. MOCRE, USN, roportcd aboard 
for duty as prospective commanding officer* 

7 August 1953 - 

Commencing at 0956 a total of sovonty-fivo (75) training 
sortios woro flown. At 1825 BCKER rofuolod U.S.S. MASON (DD-852). 
Anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos woro conductod during tho aftornoon. 
At 214.6 Captain M. B» GURNEY, USN, Commanding Officor, U.S.S. BOXER 
(CVA~2l) s assunod tactical command of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. RADM 
W, D. JOHKEOHj USN, Commandor Carrier Division ONE, assunod OTC of tho 
Task Forco at' 220k, 

S i u3ust 1953 - 

During early morning BOXER rcfuclod. At 0820 in accordanco 
with CTF-77 dispatch 050616Z of August 1953, BOXER dopartod Task Forco 
SEVENTx-SEUSN onrouto to Sasobo, Japan for logistics and passonger 
pickup . poficr to doparturo for Hong Kong, B, C, Co, China. 

Various drills and oxorcisos woro conductod during the 
morning j in connection with tho forthcoming chango of command. At 
135i» s in accordanco with BuPors Ordors 1A988 of 10 March 1953, Captain 
B* E, MOCKS, USN* rolievod Captain M. B, GURNEY, USN, as commanding 
officor of U-S..S, EQim (CVA-21;, At 3 725. BOXER anchored in Anchorago 
# 9, Sasobo Harbor j Si{^y.> t u'apanu 

9 August 1953 - 

£% L"j>!lj in eccordanco with Con7thFlt dispatch 090525Z of 
August 1953 ; L-Wa got underway for Hong Kong, B, C, C, 

20 Augurt 1933 - 

Enrouto to Hong Kong stoanir^ indopondontly. Commencing 
at 1315,* a total of thii*ty-two (32) training sortios woro flown. 



11 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Kong Kong. At 0600 U.S.S. ROWAN (DD-782) roportod 
to BOXRl for dcty as escort, Caotain B. E. MOORE, USN, Connanding ■ 
Officer of ,tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21) was OTC. 

12 August 1953 - 

Smoutc to Hong Kong in company with U.S.S. ROWAN (DD-782). ' 
At 1318 BOZ/xt nooccod to Buoy #1 In Hong Kong Harbor, B. C. C. Upon 
request of Oanr.odoro Hong Kong, BOXER was undorway at 1924. to avoid 
an onconing tropical atom, 

13 August 1953 - 

Stoaning In a northorly diroction to avoid rough soas and 
high winds of the storm. At 0617 U.S.S » GURKE (DD-783) joinod BOXER. 
Captain B<, E. MOORE P DSN, was OTC. 

14 August 1953 - 

Staining independently enrouto to Hong Kong, At 1321 BOXER 
anchored in '/jy& Man Anchorago, Hong Kong Harbor, Hong Kong, B. C. C, 

15 August 2953 - 

At .1207., in accordanco with Cormodoro Hong Kong dispatch 
1406". t9Z cf Aureus z 195? j BOXER was undorway fron Lui Mon Anchorage and 
at 1313 nourod to Buoy #l s Hong Kong Harbor, Hong Kong, B. C. C. 

16 .2 August 1953 - 

Mnorc-d to Buoy #1 in Hong Kong Harbor for a period of ship 
nainuonarisc and recreation* 

19 August 3.953 - 

At 1203? in accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 140056Z of August • 
1953 v BOXSt was undorway fron Hong Kong* B. C. C. onrouto to Sasobo, 
Jt.p-.in, At I.405 u,S,.S. FLETCHER (DDS-445) joinod BOXER as escort. 
Capi>,lri B, E, MOOS, U8N y Connanding Officer of tho U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21), 
was OTC., At 1725 B0X.2R rofuolod FLETCHER, 

20 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Sasobo, Japan, Connoncing at 0702, a total of 
one hundred and twority-ono (121) training sorties woro flovn. At 
0750 B02BR rofuolod FI3TCHER, At 16A0 U.S.S. CARPENTER (DD-825) 
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joined tho formation* "fhc U.S.S. FLETCHER (DDE-445) was dotachod at 
1643 to procood on duty previously assigned. Tho 62,000th landing 
was of footed this data, establishing a now floot record • 

21 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Sasobo, Japan, Air oporations bogan at 0800 and 
a total of thirty-four (34) training sorties wore launchod. Tho U.S.S. 
OflRPENTSa (DD-S25) was rofuolod by BOXER at 1105 and dotachod at 1240 
to precox 5 on duty previously assignod. During tho afternoon, anti- 
aircraft firing exorcisos woro conducted* 

22 August 1953 - 

Enrouto to Sasobo, Japan stoaning independently. At 0850 
BOXER anchored in Anchorago #21» Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan. Undor- 
way at 1259 in accordanco with CTP-77 dispatch 170424Z of August 1953, 
onrouto to Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

23 August 1953 - , 

Stoaning indopondontly onrouto to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. 
At 1535 BOXER rendezvoused with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. RADM R. E. 
BLICK , USN^ Connandor Carrior Division , THREE, onbarkod in U.S.S. 
PRINCETON (CVA-37), OTC. 

24 August 1953 - 

BOXER refueled, roarnod, and roprovisionod during tho day. 

25 August 1953 - 

Oporating with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Soa of Japan. 
No air oporations woro conducted this dato. 

26 August 1953 - 

A total of six+y (60) training sorties woro launched begin- 
ning at 0655 e faring the ovoning BOXER transferred provisions to tho 
U.S.S. GBBOURHB (jjD-346), 

27 August 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0653 a total of sixty-thrco (63) training 
sorties woro launched. 

26 August 1953 - 

BOXER rofuolod at 0704. At 1230 BOXER in company with 
U.S.S. DASHIELL (DD-659) , U.S.S. CARPENTER (DD-88*j), U.S.S. DCRTCH 
vlO-670), and U.S.S. GATLING (DD-671) was dotachod to hold onti- 




aircraft firing oaaDrciscs, Captain Bi Ei MOORE, USN, Comnanding 
Officor of tho TJ.S.S. BOXER {GVA»*2l) was dosignatod OTG. Upon 
conplotion of tho firing oxorcisos at 1640, tho dostroyors wore 
dotachod and at 1650 BOXER rojoinod tho Task Forco. 

29 August 1953 

Thirty-nino (39) training sortios woro launched connoncing 

at 0930, 

30 August 1953 - 

Tho BOXER operated with Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho 
Soa of Japan. No air operations woro conducted this date* 

31 August 1953 - 

Sixty-ono (6l) training sortios were flown beginning at 074-3. 
The Task Forco conductod anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos during the 
afternoons At 1633 R£EH B, E. BUCK, TJSN, Connandor Carrier Division 
THREE;, visited BOXER. 

1 Scptoribor 1953 - 

During tho norning BOXER roprovisionod and rofuolod. At 
1009 RADM We D, JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrior Division ONE, . assumed 
tactical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. No air oporations woro 
conductod this dato* 

2 Scptoribor 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0913, a total of one hundred and four (lOA) 
training sortios woro launched by BOXER* 

3 Scptcnbor 1953 - 

No air oporations woro conductod this date. During tho 
norning BOXER rofuolod tho TJ.S.S. PURDY (DD-734) and tho TJ.S.S. 
INGRAHAM (DD-694-K 

U September 1953 - 

/if tor rcfuoling TJ.S.S. ISBELL (DD-869) in tho norning. BOXER 
connoncod air operations at 1203 launching a total of sixty (60) train- 
ing sorties. Tho BOXER conducted anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos. Task 
Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN novod into tho East China Soa, 




5 Soptonbor 1953 - 

During tho norning BOXER roamed and rcprovisionod. At 
1614 RADM R. N« SMOOT, USN, Connandor Cruisor Division THREE, onbarked 
in U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-7I), assunod tactical comand of Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, 

6 Soptonbor 1953 - 

During tho norning BOXER roplonishod. No air operations 
woro conductod this dato» 

7 Soptonbor 1953 - 

RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrier Division ONE, 
assunod tactical connand of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN at 04-03, In 
accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 030350Z of Soptonbor 1953, BOXER with 
U.S.S, BRADFORD (DD-5A5) dopartod Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN enrouto to 
Yokosuka, Japan, Captain B. E, MOORE, USN, Connanding Officer of U.S.S. 
BOXER (CVA-21), OTC. At 1101 air oporations bogan and a total of sixty- 
sovon (67/ training sortios wcro launched. 

8 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan in conpany with U.S.S. BRADFORD 
(DD-5A5K Anti-aircraft firing exorcisos wcro conducted during tho 
norning. At 1130 sixty-four (64) training sortios wore launched. 
During tho evening BOXER ro fueled BRADFORD. 

9 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka, Japan in conpany with U.S.S. BRADFORD 
(DD~5A5) C At 0527 BOXER dctachod tho U.S.S". BRADFORD (DD-5A5) to pro- 
cood on duty previously assignod. At 1A01 BOXER anchored at Anchorage 
E-i2 ? Yokosuka Harbor, Yokosuka, Japan. 

10 Soptonbor 1953 - 

At 0723 BOXER got undorway fron Anchorage E-12 nooring along- 
side Piedncnt Pior s Yokosuka, Japan at 080A, VADM J. J. CLARK, USN, 
Connandor SE7EKTH Fleot, visitod BOXER for tho purposo of proscnting 
awards to personnel of tho ship and air group for ncritorious achiovo- 
nonts in tho Koroan conflict* 

11-15 Soptonbor 1953 - 

« 

Moorod alongside Piodnont Pier for caintonanco and upkcop. 
Liberty and shoro lcavo was grantod consistent with tho work load. 
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16 Sopionbor 1953 - 

Moorod to Piodnont Hor. At 0850 BOXER undorway fron Picdnont 
Pior to dock in Dry3ock #5, Yokosuka, Japan at about 1000. 

17 Soptonbor 1953 - 

BOXER rostod on koolblocks in Drydock #5 whilo repair Work 
was dono on propellers Kb, 1, 3> and 4* 

18 Soptonbor 1953 - 

BOXER rostod on koolblocks until 1610 whon tugs connonccd 
towing hor fron Drydock #5, At 1833 BOXER underway in accordance with 
Con7thFloot dispatch 13071AZ of Soptonbor 1953 onrouto to Task Forco 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

19 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondontly onrouto to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN 
in the East China Sea, At 1350 anti-aircraft firing oxorcisos woro 
conducted « 

20 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondontly until rendezvous with Task Forco 
SEVSN?Y~S£7M in tho East China Sea at 1204. RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN. 
Connandor Carrier Division FIVE, onbarkod in U.S.S. YORKTOVJN (CVA-10;, 
was 0TC ( , Thirty-eight (38) training sortios wcro launchod connencing 
at 1400. 

21 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Roprovisioning and rofuoling wore conductod during tho norning 
At 1355 anti-aircraft firing oxcrcisos woro conductod by BOXER, 

22 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Connencing at 0720 a total of ono hundrod and nino (109) 
training sorties wore flown. During tho ovoning BOXER rofuolod U.S.S. 
DASHIELL (im-659) a 

23 Soptonbor 1953 - 

No air operations woro conductod this date. During tho 
ovoning BOXER rofuolod U.S.S, COGSWELL (DD-65l)i 

24 Soptonbor 1953 - 

No air oporations woro conductod this da to. 





Connoncing at 0735 a total of sixty-eight (68) training 
sortios wore flown by BOXER aircraft. 



26 Soptonbor 1953 - 

During the norning BOXER rofuolod. At 1625 anti-aircraft 
firing exorcises woro conductod. BOXER dopartod Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, in accordanco with CTF-77 instructions datod 26174-01, onrouto 
to Sasobo, Japan, 

27 Soptonbor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondontly onroutc to Sasobo, Japan. At 1107 
BOXER noorod to Buoy #17, Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan. 

28 Soptonbor - 3 Octobor 1953 - 

Maintonanco and upkoop. Liberty and shoro loavo was grantod 
consistent with work roquirononts. 

4 Octobor 1953 - 

At 0752 BOXER got undorway fron Buoy #17, Sasobo Harbor, 
Sasobo, Japan, in accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 220150Z of Soptonbor 
1953, onroutc to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. At 1445 BOXER joinod Task 
Forco S»7HWX"-SEWK in tho Soa of Japan. RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, 
Comandor Carrier Division ONE, onbarked in tho U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), 

ore. 

5 Octobor '953 - 

Conncncing at 0903 a total of ono hundred and twenty (120) 
training sorties wcro flown by BOXER aircraft. 

6 October 1953 - 

At 0?<50 air oporations began and a total of sixty-six (66) 
training sortios wcro launchod. At 1338 RADM R. N. SHOOT., Connandor 
Cruiser division T:«BB f onbarkod in U.S.S. QUINCY (CA-71), assunod 
tactical coi-mirid of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. During tho afternoon 
an ti-. aircraft firing oxorcisos woro conductod. BOXER rocordod its 
63,000th landing today, establishing anothor now floot rocord. 

7 Octobor 1953 - 

During oarly norning BOXER rofuolod. Anti-aircraft firing 
oxorcisos woro conducted connoncing at 1540, At 1817 RADM W. D. 
JOHNSON, USN Connandor Carrier Division ONE, assunod tactical connand 
of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. 
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8 Octobor 1953 



Beginning at 0713 a total of ono hundred and twonty-f our 
(124.) training sorties woro flown. 

9 Octobor 1953. - 

Commencing at 0715 a total of ninoty-nino (99) training 
sorties wore launched, BOXER rofuolod U.S.S. FLETCHER (DDE-A45) 
during the norning. At 1838, in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 
O8OI58Z of October 1953, BOXER dopartcd Task Force SEVENTI-SEVEN 
for Sasobo, Japan. At 1945 BOXER was joined by U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN 
(CVA-39)* Captain B. E. MOORE, USN, Connanding Officor U.S.S. BOXER 

(cvA-21), arc. 

10 October 1953 - 

Enrouto to Sasebo, Japan, in company with U.S.S. LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39). At 0727 BOXER noorod to Buoy M-21, Sasobo Harbor, 
Sasobo, Japan. Fightor Squadron FORTY-FOUR was transferred back to 
U.S.S. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) and Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN 
was transferred back to U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21). 

11 Octobor 1953 - 

Moorod to Buoy M-21, Sasobo Harbor, Sasebo, Japan. In 
accordanco with CTF-77 dispatch 080158Z of Octobor 1953 BOXER was 
undorway enrouto to Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Soa of Japan. 
At 1035 BOXER joined by U.S.S. LAKE CHAMHAIN (CVA-39). Captain B. E. 
MOORE, USN, Connanding Officer of U.S.S. BOXER (CVA-21), OTC. At 1558 
rendozvous was effected with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in tho Sea of Japan. 
RADM W» D, JOHNSONj USN, Connandqr Carrier Division ONE, enbarked in 
U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33), OTC. 

12 Octobor 1953 - 

Refueling., roaming, and rcproviaioning were conductod 
during tho day, 

13 October 1 : >5?< - 

C —-r,: rv-Lri)', at 0830 a total of ninety-seven (97) training 
sorties v. tiro flown by BOXER aircraft. Tho Task Force novod into tho 
East China Soa. 



14 October 1953 - 



Connoncing at 0801 a total of sixty- throo (6j) training 
sorties wcro launchod. At 1458, RADM W, V. O'REGAN, USN, Connandor 



Ciaiisor Division FIVE, onbarkod in U.S.S. HELENA (CA-75) assunod tac- 
tical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY-SB/' EN. At 1600 anti-aircraft 
firing exorcises were conducted. 

15 October 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0700 a total of one hundrod and twaxty-sovqn 
(127) training sortios wore flown by BOXER aircraft. At 0633 RADM W. D. 
JOHNSON, DSN, Connandor Carrier Division ONE, assunod tactical connand 
of Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

16 October 1953 - 

BOXER rcfuolod during the nerving. At 1539 RADM W. V. 
O'REGAN, USN, Connandor Cruiser Division FIVE, assumed tactical 
connand of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN* Anti-aircraft firing excrcisos 
woro conductod during tho afternoon. 

17 October 1953 - 

At 0606 RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, Connandor Carrior Division 
ONE, assunod tactical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN. Air oper- 
ations connoncod at 0831 and a total of ninoty-sovon (97) training 
sortios were flown. At 1152 an AD-4NA, BuNo 125762, piloted by LT 
B. E. WILD, 4.37973* TTSNR, VF-194, crashed into tho barrier and over- 
turned. The pilot was uninjurod.. Anti-aircraft firing oxorciscs were 
conducted during tho afternoon. 

18 October 1953 - 

At 1354 RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, Connandor Carrier Division FIVE, 
onbarkod in U„S,.3. YOPXTOWN (CVA-10) , assunod tactical connand of Task 
Force SSTKFHWEraN* At I44O RADM W. V. O'REGAN, USN, Connandor Cruiser 
Divi s.lon FIVE, uibnrkcr-i in U.S.S, HELENA (CA-75) assunod tactical connand 
of Xask F.rco SEvOTf- SEVEN. At 1632 RADM R. F, HICKEY, USN, Connandor 
Carrior Division FIVE, assunod tactical connand of Task Forco SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, 

19 October K-.-3 - 

Cor.r,-jr.;j;:.r; ! v. c.i 0530 a total of one hundred and sovon (107) 
or ties var"! launchod, BOXER rofuolod during tho aftornoon. 

20 October 1953 - 

At 0720, in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 1415382 of Octobor 
1953* BOXER departed Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN enroutc to Yokosuka, Japan, 
Connoncing at 1007 fourtoon (14) sortios woro launchod in connoction with 
electronic countornoasuros oxorcisos. 




11 




DECLASSIFIED ~ 

21 October 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondently onrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, 

22 Octobor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondcntly. At 0800 BOXER noorod to Buoy #10, 
Yokosuka Rarbor, Yokosuka, Japan, 

23-28 October 1953 - 

Moorod to Buoy #L0, Yokosuka Harbor, for naintonanco and 
upkoop. Liberty and shore loavo was granted in keeping with work 
donands, 

29 Octobor 1953 - 

Moored to Buoy #10, At 0750 BOXER got underway, in accordance) 
with CTF-77 dispatch 251030Z of Octobor 1953, enrcuto to Task Force 
SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

30 Octobor 1953 - 

Stoaning independently onrouto to Task Forco SEVENTY-SEVEN 
in the East China Sca Connoncing at 0749 a total thirty (30) train- 
ing sorties wero launched in connection with oloctronic countomcasuros 
oxorcisose 

31 Octobor 1953 - 

Enroutc to Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, Tho rendezvous was 
offoctod at 0545 with tho Task Forco in tho East China Sea. RADM 
R. F. RICKEY, US 9, Comandcr Carrier Division FIVE, onbarkod in U.S.S. 
YORKTOVjN (CVA-IO), CCC. Connoncing at 0801 ninety-six (96) training 
sorties' wero lau ached » 

1 November 1953 - 

No flight operations wero conductod this date. At 1150 
RAM W, D, JCimSCN; L'SN> C-omander Carrier Division ONE, assunod 
ORG of Teste 'Fr>rco ?*;EWT«£OT]W, Tho Task Forco novod into tho Sea . 
of Japan o 

2 Novoriboi- 1953 - 

Connoncing at 0800 a total of ninety-seven (97) training 
sorties wero flown by BOXER aircraft. 



7"*;-*- **r?**q^n£?v ^^^'Z^l^Mif^^^^^^^W^^ksii 

• DECLASSIFIED* - ' 

3 Novonbor 1953 - 

One hundrod and two (102) training sorties woro launched, 
boginning at 0839» Tho 64., 000th lur" l:ig was effected this date, es- 
tablishing another now floot record. 

A Novonbor 1953 - 

BOXER rofuolod during tho norning. At 1101 RUM W. D. JOHNSON, 
USN, Connandor Carrior Division ONE, visitod this ship. During the after- 
noon BOXER roprovisionod. 

5 Novonbor 1953 - 

Contioncing at 0701 a total of ninoty-sovon (97) training 
sorties woro launchod. At l&OA RADM R. N. SMOOT, TJSN, Connandor 
Cruiser Division THREE, onbarkod in TJ.S.S. QUINCY (CA-71), assuncd 
tactical conmnd of Task Forco SEVENTY-SE7EN, At 1630 RADM W. D. 
JOHNSON, TEN, Connandor Carrier Division ONE, onbarkod in U.S.S, 
REARS ARGE (CVA-33), assunod tactical connond of tho Task Force, Anti- 
aircraft firing oxorcisos woro conductod during tho aftornoon* At 
17A0 BOXER dopartod Task Forco SEVEtTOWSEVEN, in accordanco with CTF-77 
dispatch 0A0630Z, onrouto to tho Unitod States via Sasobo and Yokosuka, 
Japan, 

6 Novonbor 1953 - 

Stoaning indopondontly onrouto to Sasobo, Japan, At 0950 
BOXER noorod to Buoy M-20 in Sasobo Harbor, Sasobo, Japan, 

7 Novonbor 1953 - 

Moorod to Buoy M-20, At 0959 BOXER was underway, in accordanco 
with GTF-77 dispatch 062257Z of Novonbor 1953, onrouto to the Unitod 
Statos via Yokosuka^ Japan, 

8 Novonbor 1953 - 

Enrouto to Yokosuka t Japan 

9- Novonbor 1953 

Stcaning indopondontly onrouto to Yokosuka, Japan, At 0825 
BOXER nocrod to Piodnont Pior, Yokosuka, Japan, 

10 Novonbor 1953 - 

Moorod to Piodnont Pior, Yokosuka, Japan, 
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11 Novonbor 1953 - 

Underway at 0652, in accordance with CTF-77 dispatch 
30114.0Z of October 1953, onrouto to tho United States via Poarl 
Harbor, T. H. 

Fart III Porfomanco of Ordnance Equipnont and Matorial 

A. During tho poriod 28 July to 11 Novonbor 1953 ninotoon (19) 
gunnory shoots woro hold at which tino tho following typos of exor- 
cisos woro conductod: 




Z-4-G AA BAKER 5 Runs 

Z-5-G AA GEORGE 22 Runs 

&-9-G AA HOW 17 Runs 

Z-10-G AA OBOE 20 Runs 

Z-12-G Hoavy Drono Practico 5 Runs 

Z-13-G Snail Drone Practico 2 Runs 

B» While conducting theso oxorcisos tho following anounts of 
annunition woro firod: 



5 tt /38 Caliber AAC 344 Rounds 

5'»/38 Caliber VT 1 280 Rounds 

40HM HEIT (SD) 3,009 Rounds 

C. All oxorcisos woro considered satisfactory by shipboard ob- 
servers. 

D« All ordnanco equipnont functioned well with tho exception of 
ono (l) MK 56 GFCS sor 92 which roquirod roplaconont of tho gyro unit 
MK 52-2 sor 174 with tho on board spare MK 56-2 sor 334 in tho latter 
part of July, Tho syston workod satisfactorily until Soptonbcr at 
which tino gyro troublo rooccurrod. Mobile Ordnance Unit #]. } called 
upon to assist 8hip ? s forco, dotorr.iincd that tho unit was 'f aulty and 
a new ono would bo noodod, Tho roplaconont unit MK 56-2 sor 100 ro- 
coivod on board in response to an onorgoncy request was found upon 
inspection to bo unsatisfactory duo to corrosion insido tho rate gyro 
section. This condition was duo to inpropcr packaging by tho shipping 
activity and is tho subject of separate correspondence. This unit was 
not considered suitablo for installation and is boing hold on board 
until arrival in tho Continental Unitod States. A now gyro unit has 
boon ordorod DDD 5 Doconbor 1953* San Francisco Naval Shipyard. 

E, Further ordnanco expenditure statistics aro contained in 
onclosuro (l)« 



?ar$,,IV,9nttlo, Danaffl 



Nono> 
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A, No casualties wore s^fforod during the period covcrod by 
this report, 

B . Porf qrnanco 

(l:) An averago of 1975 onlistod porsonnol conprised tho 
ship's conpany. All exorcises, drills, and routine ship's work 
wore carried out in a connondablc nanncr during this period. Tho 
oxtonsivo training progran in offoct aboard this vessel has proven 
its worth nany tines and has boon intonsifiod since the cessation of 
hostilities. 

(2) All porsonnol of Philippine and Guananian extraction 
wore affordod tho opportunity of taking leave to thoir hones, A snail 
percentage of porsonnol woro granted oncrgoncy loavo to the continental 
Units. 

(3) A nininun nunber of transfers and receipts havo boon 

of footed, Maxinun Rost and Rocuporation Loavo was granted during oach 
in-port poriod. 

(4.) Thcro was a total of ono hundrod twonty-throo (123) 
ship's conpany officers on board during this poriod. Thirtoon (13) 
officers aro ordered dotachod and fiftoon (15) officers havo boon 
ordered to report, 

(5) Thero were ninoty-ono (91) nast cases during this poriod. 
Sixtoon (16) Sunnary Courts Martial and four (A) Special Courts Martial 
woro awarded, fourteen (lA) of which woro for absonco over lcavo offonses. 



C« Morale 



(l) Morale has shown sono docrease fron tho previous ox- 
collont stato, because ofs 

(a) Continued operations after tho Koroan Arnistico, 
without the stinulus of actual conbat. 

(b) Tho high percontago of porsonnol who successfully 
passod oxaninations for advanconont in rating, but woro not advanced 
duo to quota Imitations. This is especially evident in cases where 
near critical shortagos exist aboard this ship, yot no porsonnol wore 
advanced to pay grade E-A duo to quotas established for tho overall 
Naval Service,. 

D. Training 



(l) Tho Training Roon was used for Divisional training 
classes, supervised group study, in-ratc training progress testing, 




daily hoalth and hygiene lectures, and church Services. The I & B 
progran Is in constant procoss of adding personnel to obtain high 
school diplonas and high schobl oajuivaloncy tosts. Continued coun- 
selling aids both the high school and collego preparatory progran 
of study. 

(2) Ono hundrod fifty-fivo (155) non wore adninistorod tho 
ccnploto battory of GED tosts (high school level) , Fivo (5) non con- 
plotod college lovol GED tosts and nino (9) aon took end-of-course 
examinations. Fifty- two (52) men onrolled in USAFI. 

(3) Thirty-two (32) officers are enrolled in the General 
Lino Training Course for Junior Officers. Lessons are subnittbd 
nonthly and graded. Two (2) months 1 assignments havo been conpletod. 

(A) An accelerated progran fbr tho training of non in critical 
ratings was established on 1 November, Maxinun Training Room uso is 
allotod to those ratings with movies and othor training aids being 
utilized. Poor condition of obsolete notion picture projectors has 
honporod this progran to sono dogreo, 

(5) Ship Handling Drills 

(a) On tho 12th of August whilo ohrouto to Hong' Kong, 
E. C. G. tfao BCXEfl utilized approximately throo (3) hours for ship 
handling drills* Tho . tin© vas dividod into six (6) periods of about 
tnirty (30) ninutos oacfcu Officers having tho conn wore; Captain' (two 
poriods), 'Executive Officer, Operations Officer, Navigator, and Air 
Officor* Tho exorcises wore in tho nature of making dock -approaches 
and were conducted using smoke floats and wooden crates. 

(b) On 1A August another threo (3) hours were spent in 
similar drills using weather balloons to simulate docks and turning 
buoys. Each period lasted thirty (30) ninutos with six (6) officers 
participating as follows! Captain, Executive Officer, Navigator, Air 
Officer, Gunnery Officer, and Air Operations Officer. 

(c) While onroute to Sasebo, Japan opportunity was 
taken to familiarize officors of tho deck with ship handling. Exorcises 
wore conducted for a total of about throo (3) hours on 26 and 27 Sept- 
ember with tho Navigator, Assistant Operations Officer, and sovon (7) 
000*8 participating. Man overboard drills onploying Willianson methods 
wore emphasized • 

(d) Of tho above nanod officors only tho Captain, 
Exocutivo Officer, and Gunnery Officer had had any previous ship 
handling experience. 




( o) id ^he lack of opportunity for senior officors 
and officers of tho 1 dock to gain experionco and proficiency in ship 
handling o£ this nature while- oporating with the task force, it is 
folt that opportunities nust be created. Furthernoro it is rocon- 
nondod that ships whilo oporating indopondently, i.e., steady stcan- 
ing onrouto, bo provided with enough lcoway botwoon tine of doparturo 
and tine of arrival to oonduct such drills, Tho rosults obtainod f ron 
the BOXER' s drills wore folt to bo highly satisfactory and bonoficial. 

E, Public Infornation 

(1) Total nows roloasos and feature articlos originated 
for tho period of this report* 

a) 517 nows photographs with captions 
b; 23 nows features 

(c) 7 honotown nows features 

(d) 1,301 honotown nows storios (roster story), 
(o) 5»120 foot of conbat canora fila 

(2) The Public Infornation Office published tho daily BOXER 
PRESS, a four page photo-offsot nowspapor, using ship's nows and world 
nowB received via radio-tdlotypo. In addition, a four pago woekly 
Feature Parado supplonont was oditod containing ship's nows and photo- 
graphs as well as Amcd Forces Pross Service natorial and pictures. 

(3) In preparation for tho ship's hone coning, tho Public 
Infornation Offico developed an overall Honeccning Plan including 
preparation for a charity drivo, preliminary plans for an Opon House, 
and sixty (60) Honoconing brochures for distribution to news nodia in 
tho United Statos. 

(A) A radio and TV toan took 1,900 feet of notion picture 
filn on tho ship in connection with tho Honoconing plans and tho visit 
to tho ship by the Japanese Boy Scouts. 

(5) A group of Japanese Boy Scouts fron Yokosuka woro invited 
to tho ship for a sight-seeing tour. Afterwards they presented a plaque 
to the ship in appreciation. 

F, Religious Activities 

Protestant Bible classes wore hold weekly on Tuesday and 
Sunday at 1800 to 1900. Protestant Connunion Service was held on 
the second Sunday of oach nonth. Protestant Divine Sorvices woro hold 
on Sunday at 1000, Latter Day Saints Sorvices woro hold oach Sunday 




at 0630 and a study class was held wookly for tho Latter Day Saints. 
Christian Scionce Sorvicos wore held each Sunday at 1000. Protestant 
choir not twico weokly. Catholic Mass was celebrated Sunday at 0639 
and 0900. Mass was also colebratod at I63O each day while tho ship 
was at sea. Confessions wore heard bofore and after each Mass, The 
two (2) Chaplains on board alternated in delivering a prayer over the 
public address system each evening at sea, Tho Protestant Chaplain 
hold lectures on "Marriage and the Family" once a week. Guidfmco loc»- 
turos wore deliverod daily by both Chaplains during tho months of Sept-? 
onbor and Octobor. 

Gr» Rocroational Activities 

Movios woro shown nightly in tho Wardroom, CPO loungo, first 
class noss, training room and the noss docks. Whonovor possible, the 
hangar dock was usod for movies with two (2) perfornancos on that 
evoning. During this period three hundred fourtcon (314 ) different 
programs wore shown a total of nine hundred eighty-four (984.) tinos. 
A la to night novio was held in tho training room for those personnel 
unablo to attend tho regular showings. One (l) boxing snokor and one 
(l) variety show wore held and woro greatly enjoyed by the crew. Bach 
evening at 2030 snacks wore served for the crew on the Mess Dock. The 
Library was open from 0900 to 2100 daily* Library books were available 
and adequately distributed. A total of four thousand (4X300) books were 
drawn from the library* Four hundred (AOO) magazines were received and 
distributed to the Wardroom, Warrant Officers' Lounge, CPO Lounge, first 
class ness, crew , s library, each division, and the squadrons embarked^ 
Now library acquisitions consited of one hundred forty-seven (L47) hand- 
back books and six hundred (600) paperbacks. One (l) 3ingo Party was 
conducted for the enlisted men and proceeds were forwarded to the Boy 
Scouts of America. Hobby Shop materials were offered for sale through 
tho Hobby Shop and the demand for such materials has been and still 
remains high. Tho Photo Hobby Shop was open from 1800 until taps 
Monday through Friday of each week. An exorciso room for physical 
conditioning of officers and men was placed in service and was well 
patronized. Tho Chaplains arrangod sight seeing trips for tho crew 
while the ship was in Hong Kong and Sasobo. 

Part VI Comments 

A, Operations 

(1) CIC 

Radar performance improvod aftor the cessation of 
hostilities, primarily duo to tho availability of electronics repair 
personnel for additional maintenance in slack periods • The installation 
of Mark X IFF equipment was effected in September for SX radar. A 




naif unction of the rotating pulse joint and a failure of the RF trans- 
mission lido precluded full uso of the equipment until lato in tho 
period of this report. Defects have been corrected and tho additional 
radar displays with IFF have greatly inprovod tho facilities for air 
control in CIC. To increase the effectiveness of the presontly in- 
stalled IFF installations, an altoration request is being submitted 
to provido interlacing of tho two (2) systems installed* If approved, 
IFF will bo available with either SPS-6D or SX radar at each radar 
ropoator equipped with on IFF control box* 

Tho conversion to UHF on 1 September 1953 was accon- 
plished without undue difficulty and has produced satisfactory re- 
sults. Very f ow breakdowns or communication failures have occurred* 
An altoration roquost is being submitted to provido ARC-27 oquipnont 
to "back up" tho available shipboard transmitters and receivers. 

Tho BCXER concurs with other attack carriers in tho 
nood for AN/URD-A diroction finding equipment to roplaco similar 
oquipnont usod with VHF radio. 

Tho lack of sufficient porsonnol through tho prosont 
cruiso has precluded offoctivo employment of ECM oquipnont. BCM 
training will bo stressed prior to tho ship's noxt deployment. 




Exercise ADEX, a succossor to ADEPT, was conducted 
in conjunction with other floot units on two (2) occasions prior to 
tho ship's doparturo from Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN* This exorcise 
is considorod a valuable training aid, howovor, it is rocommondod 
that it bo conductod to tho exclusion of other simultaneous air 
operations for maximum evaluation. 

(2) Communications 

The traffic reduction occasioned by tho cessation of 
hostilities pormittod tho Communications Section to moro vigorously 
pursue tho routine maintonanco and training programs with gratifying 
results* 

On 1 Soptombor 1953 primary tactical communications, 
ship-ship and ship-air wore shifted from VHF to UHF. After an initial 
poriod of a fow days, communications on UHF havo boon roliablo and 
compare favorably with VHF communications. 

(3) Air Intelligence 

Thorough briofing was given all pilots concorning tho 
regulations involving flights ovor Koroa subsequent to tho amistico. 



DECLASSIFIED - 

In addition^ ddfe||bf ihf| of sorties of CAS flights over South Korea 
Includod information concerning tines, routes, and northernmost point f 
The communists aii$g6d many incidents of truce violations by United f 
Nations aircraft and those alleged violations woro passed to Connandor 
Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN by tho Joint Operations Ccntor for aircraft 
accountability. With the adoquato debriofing it was an oasy nattor to 
account for tho whereabouts of BOXER aircraft at tho tines of tho ro- 
portod incidents. No BOXER aircraft wero involvod in any Viola tion,; 

(4) Aerology 

Tho interval fron 27 July to 11 November has boon dividod 
into three major periods corresponding to location and soason. Thosp 
throe periods aro discussed separately in the following paragraphs, and 
tabulated separately in tho Aorological Summary. 

Northern Operating Area (Summor Season) 27 July to 3 
Soptonbor 195? . At tho boginning of this period tho Southerly Mon- 
soon began broaking down, with southerly winds prevailing for only a 
fow days. For the remainder of tho period northoastorly winds woro 
predominant as the Siberian High bogan to .dovolop, Tho polar front 
was gonorally located to tho south and oast of tho Japanose islands 
with a woak to nodorato high pressuro ridge overlying Japan and Korea. 
On throo occasions during this poriod tho quasi-stationary polar front 
novod northward over Japan as typhoons approached from tho south. Fol- 
lowing Typhoons "Phyllis and "Rita", both of which moved into tho 
China coast near Formosa, a weak high coll formod to tho south of 
Japan. Tho resulting circulation which developed between this weak 
high and tho coldor ridgo of tho Siberian High, which persisted over 
Korea, resultod in cyclogonosis along tho polar front. Stable waves 
formod along the front in tho East China Soa and Sea of Japan and 
moved rapidly northoastward, producing poor woathor in tho operating 
aroa for throo days on both occasions. Tho circulation of Typhoon 
"Lola" which recurvod to the east of Japan on 1 August forced tho 
polar front northward over Japan producing low ceilings and some pre- 
cipitation in tho operating aroa. However, a high coll formed directly 
to the west of the typhoon, as it recurved, producing rapidly clearing 
woathor in tho Soa of Japan. 

Tho incidonco of fog during this late summer poriod was 
materially loss than in May, Juno, and July. Only ten hours of fog 
wore observed, with visibilities being ovor six miles 92% of tho time, 
as compared to only 76% in tho early summer. 

Flying conditions improved also during tho la to summer 
with favorable conditions (coiling ovor 1000 foot, visibility ovor 3 
miles) oxisting 92% of the timo, as compared to only 15% during tho 
early summer. 




DECCASSfFlEO #. . 

Southera. Operating Aroa (Pall Soason) A September to 
31 October l^SS . This period Is narked by tho continual fluctuation 
of tho polar front fron a position over Japan to innodiately south of 
Japan* Tho operating aroa of tho East China Sea was gonorally donliv 
atod by a high prossuro ridgo extending southward fron tho Siborian 
High. Northerly winds provailod about 9056 of tho tino. Only two 
brief periods of poor weather occurred, Tho first being causpd by 
Typhoon "Toss", and tho second by wavo formation on tho polar front* 
As tho typhoon approachod Japan fron tho southoast, tho polar front 
was forcod northward and produced widespread rain in tho operating area 
on 22 Saptonbor. "Toss" rocurvod to tho north and passod approximately 
550 miles past of tho forco producing 35 knot northoastcrly winds in 
tho operating area. 

•Woather conditions continued to improve during the fall 
soason of operations, with no fog being obsorvod and visibilities being 
ovor six (6) nilos 99,4$ of the tino. Ceiling hoights woro approximately 
tho sane as tho summer soason being abovo 5000 foot 75$ of tho tine. 
Flying conditions were favorable 97$ of tho tino. 

Northern Oporatlng Period (Fall soason) 5 October to 
5 Novonbcr 1953 « The Soa of Japan was gonorally dominated by a high 
prossuro ridgo oxtending ovor tho aroa fron the Siborian High coll. 
Migratory low conters moving rapidly eastward fron Manchuria caused 
two (2) brief periods of shower activity as the cold fronts passod 
eastward ovor the task forco. Prevailing winds continued northerly 
about 9056 of tho tine, but wero sonowhat woakor than in the southern 
area during this season* Woather conditions improved considerably 
ovor tho summer soason and woro slightly bettor than tho southorn aroa 
during this samo period. Visibilities woro greater than six (6) nilos 
during tho entire period and flying conditions favorablo tho ontiro 
time. 

NOTE: During this operating period from 27 July until 
11 November 1953 ton (10) typhoons woro tracked in tho western Pacific, 
eight (8) of which woro potentially dangerous to tho task force in the 
operating areas. 

AER0L0GTCAL SUMMARY 
OPERATING PERIOD 
27 JULY THROUGH 11 NOVEMBER 1953 

Tonperature, Northorn OpArea Southern OpAroa Northern OpAroa 
(Sumner) (Fall) (Fall) 

27 Jul - 3 Sop A Sop - 31 Oct 5 Oct - 5 Nov 



Average 


78 


79 


67 


Avorage Max. 


81 


83 


72 


Averago Min« 


7A 


75 


63 


Absolut© Max, 


89 


88 


79 


Absolute Min. 


69 


67 


5A 





Sky Northern OpArea Southern OpAroa Northern OpArpa 

Conditions (Sunnor) (Fall) (Fall) 

($ Total time) 27 Jul - 3 Sop 4 Sep - 31 Oct 5 Oct - 5 Nov 

Overcast 43.3 27,0 23.1 

Cloudy 15*7 22,9 14*1 

Partly Cloudy 30.3 27.4 27.5 

Mostly Clear 10.7 22.7 35.3 



Hours of 

Frocipitation 27 3/4 
Average Relative 

Humidity 79$ 
Hours of Fog 10 



18 5 3/4 

67$ 59$ 




Surface Winds 



Prevailing Direction Davs 


F, „ 


Days 




Days 


p 


N 







6 


28.5 


2 


15.4 


NNE 


3 


12,2 


2 


9.5 


2 


15*4 


NE 


8 


33.4 


8 


38.0 


2 


15.4 


ENE 


6 


25.0 







1 


7.7 


E 


1 


4.3 







1 


7.7 


E3E 

















SE 

















SSE 

















S 


1 









1 


7.7 


SSW 


1 


4.3 












sw 


3 


12.2 


I 


4.8 







wsw 


1 


4.3 


1 


4.8 







w 

















\m 







I 


4.8 


1 


7.7 


m 







1 


4.8 


2 


15.4 


NNW 







1 


4.8 


1 


7.7 


Avg, Volooity. 


13 




15 




14 




Avg. Max. Velocity 


18 




23 




21 




Avg. Min. Velocity 


6 




9 




6 




Absolute Max, Velocity 26 




3J 




31 




Absolute Min. Velocity I 




2 




2 




Coilinss $ Total Tico 




% Total Tine 


$ Total Tine 


Below I000» 


5.0$ 




3.4$ 




0.0$ 




1000* - 5000* 


24.7$ 




21.0$ 




16.4$ 




5000 1 - 10,000* 


20,0$ 




21. 2$ 




U.2$ 




Above 10, 000* 


50.3$ 




54.4$ 




69.4$ 





22 




v^uity 

Uhdor 1 nilo 
1-3 miles 
3-6 nllos 
Cvor 6 nllos 



Northern ptfArea 
27? t& 3 Sop 

1*0% 
1.4% 
5.5% 
92.156 



Southern OpAroa 

(Fall) 
4 Sop - 31 Oct 

% Total Tlno 

0,0% 
0.2$ 

99»4% 



Flying Conditions 



75t2% 
22.0$ 
2.8$ 



97.2% 



Northern OpAroa 

(Fall) 
5 Oct - 5 Nr>V 

% Total Tino 

0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

100.0% 



Good (vis. over 6 

nllos j coiling 
ovor 5000« ) 70.8% 
Avorago (vis. 3-6 

nllos; coiling 
1-5000' ) 21.6% 
Bad (vis. less than 
3 nllos; coiling 
loss than 1000»)7.6% 

Porcont Favorable 
Flying Conditions 
(coiling 1000* or higher; 
vis. 3 nllos or noro) 92.4% 

B. Supply 

(l) Cormissary 

Six (6) at soa provision roplenishnents were rocoivod 
by BOXER during tho period of this report as follows t 



93.2% 
6.8% 
0.0% 

100.0% 







TONS' 


TONS 




DATE 


SHIP 


RE0.UTS IT IC NED 


RECEIVED 


LOADING TIME 


31 Ju] 


IBS GRAFFIAS (AF-29) 


70.3 


.64.0 


1 hr. 15 nins. 


24 Aug 


TBS POLARIS (AF-11) 


114.0 


I0Q.6 


2 hrs. 35 nins. 


6 Sop 


USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 


130.0 


94.4 


1 hr. 25 nins. 


21 Sop 


USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 


45.0 


33.6 


55 nins. 


12 Oct 


TJSS PICTOR (AF-54) 


22.0 


16.0 


30 nins. 


3 Nov 


USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 


96.0 


81.0 


1 hr. 10 nins. 



Provisions wero requisitioned and rocoivod fron U.S.S. 
WALDE on 3 August, U.S.S. ALUDRA on 9 August, U.S.S, UVALDE on 27 
Soptonbor, TNFB-24 on 28 September, and U.S.S. GRAFFIAS on 2 October 




in Sasobo> Japan* On 14 September provisions wore received fron tho 
U.S.S. 'GRlMtlM wMlo at Yokosuka, Japan. 

i Sandwichos wero provided to all refueling and rooming 

W6rking parties. In addition, sandwichos wero served following tho 
first ovoning novie on slxty-throo (63) different occasions. Hamburgers 
grilled choose, and ndi dogs proved to bo the nost popular typos of 
Bandwi6hos. Midnight rations wore served daily and during this period 
amountod to 2,974 rations, 

Tho following provision items were found either NIS or 
NC on ono or noro occasions whon requisitioned fron tho provisioning 
supply sourcos mentioned above: Orango juice, grohan flour, grapofruit 
juice, tonato juice, tomato pas to, vanilla flavoring, pinoapplo juice, 
pinto boans, frosh cucunbors, greon onions, lemon flavoring, vinegar, 
lottuco, cottage choose, snap boans, fresh frozen poas, frosh frozen 
applos, cornod boof hash, blackberries, canned nushroons, turnips, 
grapofruit, brown sugar, powdorod sugar, hontiny grits, chili powder, 
table salt, propared mustard, sliced pinoapplo, vogotablo juico, ripo 
olivos, boots, poas, prunes, and sago. 

Provisions in tho following amounts wero consumed during 
this operating period: Flour 96,101 lbs., preserved meats 19,716 lbs,, 
salted and snokod moats 55,487 lbs,, frosh neat 76,920 lbs., boneless 
moats 83,904 lbs,, canned vegetables 51,795 lbs,, fresh vogetablos 
25,866 lbs*, conned fruit 33,278 lbs,, presorvod fruits 19,150 lbs., 
frosh fruits 65,889 lbs., frozen fruits 19,991 lbs,, coffee 17,920 lbs., 
ovaporatod milk 10,057 lbs., frosh milk 6,163 gals,, frosh oggs 20,361 
dozen, buttor 18,587 lbs., sugar 64,310 lbs, salt 7,082 lbs. 

(2) Ship's Storo and CSSS 

A rapid turnover of Ship's Storo stock was experienced 
during the period of this roport. Statistics compiled from records 
maintained by the Ship ! s Storo show tho following activity during tho 
months of July through October: 

STOCK TRANSFERS FROM TOTAL TOTAL, 

PURCHASES SURVEYS OTHER SUPPLY OFFICERS INVENTORY " SALES * 

Jul §1,871.38 $988.55 $ 36,00 §92,592,52 $51,269*37 

Aug 8,034.14 none 12,859.92 81,088,48 35,971.76 

Sop 5,410.06 307,97 17,478.00 62,907.28 45,643*42 

Cot 4,925.34 422.37 25,840.98 57,838,39 38,4?g f 65 

Tho total purchase of foreign norchondlse for tho cruJsQ 
amounted to $40,000*00, of which $8,000,00 was spent in Hong Kong, t 
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Clothing and Snail iipj&s issues and replenishment of 
stocks naintainod a consistont rate during this period as r of looted by 
the following statistics* 

TOTAL INVENTORY SURVEYS TOTAL SALES 

Jul 041,791.49 $5*20 $9,562,80 

Aug 42, 751.34 none 9,625.35 

Sop 45,047.87 36.70 7,863,91 

Oct 46,905.28 nono 9,487.81 

Itons of CSSS stock NIS during this period and not ob- 
tainable from supply sources in the area woros Striker badges, rates- 
blue and white full, group rate narks, drawors-ootton snail, shoes- 
size 6£> jumpers dungaroo-sizo 34, trousers bluo-sizo 29. 

(3) Disbursing 

Rocords of tho Disbursing Officor indioato the following 
activity during this poriods 

DATE PAYROLL PAID PUBLIC VOUCHERS PAID 

Jul 0320,000.00 020,000.00 

Aug 323,191.50 23,005.71 

Sop 352,483.00 22,494.19 

Oct 355,617.06 21,186.65 

Collections of 0246,664.44 were rccoivod during this 
sane four nonth period originating fron tho following sales sources: 

^ Ship ! s Store 0l22,723o6l 

Mosses 59,582,05 

Clothing & Snail Stores 34, 974c 56 

Soda Fountain 21,744.37 

Soft Drink Vending Machines 7,639.85 

Tho Disbursing Officor purchased a total of $95,000.00 
in Japanose Yon during this cruise fron tho Disbursing Officor, Floet 
Activities, Yokosuka, Japan. All but 0210.00 was sold to BCXER per- 
sonnel and this amount was roturnod to thp Floet Activities Disbursing 
Officer for redonption prior to departure fron Yokosuka. 

(4) Wardroon 



Considerable inprovonont in variety of food served in 
tho wardroon was possible following the Koroan Truce duo to noro f!r^ 
quont in-port periods for BOXER, Fresh neat, fish, eggs, and vege- 
tables were procured fron certified Japanese sources in both Sasebo 
and Yokosuka, During the ship's visit to Hong Kong, B. C. C, in 
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in August 2000 po^&rdf, beef tenderloin was purchased. Although 
this tenderloin was obtained for fifteen cents per pound loss then 
prevailing Japanese prices, it was of inferior quality and is not 
considered as desirable as the Japanese product. 

Cost of operating the Wardroon Moss was reduced by 
approximately two dollars per; member a nonth during this period. This 
reduction in operating cost ti&s due to more frequent periods in port 
than during the first part of the cruise and to inproved food pro- 
curement as pointed out above. Mess bills averaged $4.2*65 per nonth 
for the period July through October. 

Forty-three (43) Navy, Amy, and Air Force officer 
passengers were guosts of the Wardroon Moss for thirteen (13) days 
during August when BOXER furnished transportation for these officers 
between Sasebo, Japan and Hong Kong and return during their R&R leave. 

A continual stateroon and deck painting program was 
naintainod throughout the nonths of September and October. This work, 
coribinod with previous painting, now conpletos all Wardroon spaces in- 
cluding galley, pantry, and staterooms. 

The Wardroon sandwich ness operated fron 2000 until 
24-00 each evening has proven popular, Fron six (6) to ton (l0) types 
of sandwiches are available for sale each evening. Sandwich chits 
are added to the officer's ness bill and collected each nonth by tho 
Mess Troasuror, 

(5) Aviation Supply 

Since cessation of hostilities in Korea issuos of 
aviation items have droppod off considerably due to less tine for 
aircraft operation in tho air. During the period of this report 
2482 aviation stores itens wore requisitioned fron Aviation Stores 
and 92% wore furnished fron available stock, 

U.S.S, JUPITER. (AVS-8) replenished aviation stores on 
1 September while at sea. Thirty (30 ) measurement tons of supplios, 
including trans-shipment cargo was received. Of tho total items ! 
requisitioned fron JUPITER approximately 64$ were furnished. At 
Yokosuka on 12 September JUPITER replenished this vessel with a 
topping off list of items. Items not furnished by JUPITER wore 
then passod to hor relief, tho U.S.S. CHOUKRE (ARV-l), Tho com- 
bined availability of items requested from tho two (2) supply 
vessels amounted to 81$. Tho first major roplonishoont from 
CH0URRE was accomplished in Yokosuka on Z$ October 1953. Re- 
quisitions for 251 items were submitted and 65$ were filled. All 
NIS or NO- items outstanding to GH0URRE on requisitions except ACOG 
or priority rt A rt were cancelled due to impending return of BOXER to 
C0NUS. 
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There were twenty-four (24) ACOG*s experienced during 
this ope^tirt| s peripdi 1 Seven (7) were F9F-2's downed for a period of 
one (lj/^lp&en.. days for an aileron boost valve, R83-AP-25400- 
20. Cohsid#^i©> trouble with serviceability has boon experienced 
with this Jfralve ihrpughoui the entire carols?* Throe (3) AD&Ws weire 
downed for *uddor Iblhge braekots, R82*DGH2l9689i Of . the fourteen (U) 
remaining ACOG's six (6) were placed in an "up status'* within 48 hours 
by obtaining parts required for their repair from other carriers in the 
force* Remaining ACOG's were as follows: 



PART NO. REQUIRED 


NOMENCLATURE AIRCRAFT PASS TO SUPPLY 






AD4N(A) 


ACTIVITY 


TIME ACOG 


R82-DG-2254504-502 


Rod 


ASD, OAKLAND 


11 days 


R82-V-200 


Valve 


AD4N(A) 


IBS JUPITER 


10 days 


Rl6^A-4O9-600 


Adapter 


P9F-2 


USS JUPITER 


9 days 


R94-MAX-49083 


Controller 


F9F-2 


NAS, SAN DIEGO 


15 days 


R82-CV-VS-40339-72 


Duct 


F4U-4 


WS JUPITER 


6 days 


R82-MDA-15-84208 


Slide, A.G. 
Conpressor 


F2H-2P 


NAS SAN DIEGO 


7 days 


R83-CNL-32R500-1 


F2H-2P 


USS CHOURRE 


16 days 



The F2B-2P compressor, stock number R83-CNL-32R500-1, 
was not carried in the Section BAKER allowance list as being used on 
F2H-2P aircraft and was not furnished in the initial outfitting of 
this vessel for deployment to the Far East. The item was consequently 
not on board when required. 



At start of gunnery training e:sercises certain items of 
aviation ordnance equipment were in short supply. Operational train- 
ing was continued, however, with available equipment until material 
on order was received, 

(6) Electronics 

Electronics Supply continued generally satisfactory. 
However, non-availability of repair parts for the AN/URT-4 radio trans- 
mitter^ some ordered as much as six (6) months ago, prevents satisfactory 
maintenance. The supply of IB54 vacuum tubes for the SX radar had be- 
come critical in the area by the end of the period, as had the suppj^y 
of 10 amp glass slow-blow fuzes. Five (5) C22 tubes were in constant 
short supply, 

(7) General Supply 

During this period of operation the receipt of breath-* 
ing oxygen and gases was generally satisfactory. However, the last 
two (2) tankers furnishing fuel and gasoline replenishment to BOXER 
could not furnish helium. Quantities of gases and oxygen received 
from 27 July to 11 November were as follows: 



27 



TYPE 



NUMBER OF CYLINDERS 



Breathing Oxygon 243 

Acotylone-225 26 

C02 85 

folium 96 

Freon 23 

Acetylene 40 cu. ft. 4 

Acetylene 10 cu. ft, 6 



Paint supply procurement from stock aboard supply ships 
has been rather uncertain. Types which have proven difficult to obtain 
consistently when requisitioned are: light groy deck, dark groy deck, 
interior pea green fire resistant, and paint thinner. 

Approximately two (2) tons of general stores material 
fleet freight was recoived during this period to bolster stocks. 

Statistics on general stores material procuronont from 
requisitions submitted to supply ships by BOXER is as follows: 

TOTAL ITEMS 



DATE OF REQUISITIONS LOCATION REQUISITIONED ITEMS SUPPLIED 

1 July to 30 September Yokosuka 498 409 

28 July to 30 September Yokosuka 474- 384 

30 Soptombor to U November Yokosuka 124 97 

28 July to 30 Septonbor Sasobo 49 39 

nis nays percent supplied 

1 July to 30 September 89 82$ 

28 July to 30 September 90 72$ 

30 SoptembOr to ll Novombor 54 70$ 

28 July to 30 Soptonbor 10 79$ 



Throe thousand five hundred fifty (3550 ) items of 
general stores material wore issued on stub requisitions submitted 
during this period to the Supply Department, 

(8) Spore Parts 

A considerable number of both ship's spare parts and 
ordnance spares were NIB in Far East sources of supply. From area 
support sources BOXER was furnished only 26% of requested ship's spares 
and 27$ of ordnance spares items. This necessitated a delay in accom- 
plishing repairs while NIS items were being forwarded to PRC0, Naval 
Supply Center, Oakland for procurement. 

Tabulation of items requisitioned and supplied from 
Far East supply sources for ship's, electronics, and ordnance spares 
is as follows: 



ITEMS REQUESTED SUPPLIED PERCENTAGE 



Ship's Spares 469 126 26 

Electronics 226 138 61 

Ordnance Spares 72 2D 27 

C # Seamanship 

During the period of 28 July through 11 November 1953, 
the Gunnery Department Dock oonductod the following exorcises: 

Refueled from £1® 8 
Refueled Destroyers 13 
Reprovisioned from AF 5 
Rearmed from AE J 
Miscellaneous transfers via 
highlino of Guard 
Mail and porspnnel 28 

A total of f orty-nino (49) transfor operations was com- 
pleted, with as many as five ($) individual ships participating during 
a single day. 

During the transfer of liquid fuels tho n Span-Wiro" 
method was employed with a great measure of success, 

D, Air 

(l) Catapults and Arresting Goar 

Catapult operations ; havo materially decroasod since the 
cease fire in Korea, During this period 749 shots wore firod from the 
starboard catapult and 707 shots from tho port catapult, Total shots 
to date: Port-9457 and Storboard-9548. 

A port catapult pump failuro was experienced prior to 
tho end of combat air operations over Korea, Additionally, tho volumo 
output of another pump had decroasod to loss than 30 GPM. Although 
nono of tho catapult crow had previous experience in pump installation, 
tho decision was made to roplaco both units as two spares wore on board, 

Tho catapult crew, assistod by personnel in tho Engin- 
eering. Bopartniont, worked continuously on tho project by alternating 
and Spotting the crew on a day and night shift basis. Both pumps 
wera removed, now pumps installed and placed in operation within a 
period" of sixty hours. 

Access to tho pumproom for pump replacement required 
cutting two 40" x 65" accoss holes in . tho catapult room bulkhead and 
dock. Tho pumps wero romovod using 1" rolling stock, a track con- 



structod lovdl With ^Ji© pti&b baso mounts, and several throo (3) ton 
chain hoists* iron the catapult machinery room lcvol tho pumps wore 
placed on dollios and novod to tho hangar dock via tho forward bomb 
olovator. Punp alignnont with tho motor was accomplished with a stool 
straight odgo and feolor gages. Hydraulic and screw jacks woro used 
in addition to crowbars in moving tho punp on its baso for proper align- 
ment. 

Soa conditions during this period were relatively smooth. 
Had tho soa been rough, difficulties in moving tho 4.600 pound pumps 
about on rolling stock with chain hoists would havo materially increas- 
ed. Tho pumps have operated in a highly satisfactory manner sinco re- 
placement and tho higher volume output has brought launching intervals 
back to normal. 

During this deployment, ombarkod jet squadrons have 
oxporiencod twonty-six (26) barrlor/barricadc ongagononts. It has 
boon indicated, in viewing photographs and motion pictures, that ranid 
decoloration on Davis barrier runout inposos sufficient negative G 
force to cause maximum dopression of tho nose whool oloo. Tho high 
loading on tho noso whool apparently causes it to bo sharply rotardod 
upon roaching tho ramp, thoroby breaking tho strut. Subsoquont impact 
with tho dock, or initial stress at tho timo of strut failure, has re- 
sulted in failure of the noso wheel trunnion and ovorhaul danago to 
tho aircraft. 

An Arresting Gear Crash and Damage Report has boon sub- 
mitted to BuAcr strongly rocommending that tho barricado rig bo mod- 
ified to eliminate tho ramp projection by channeling tho lowor load- 
ing straps flush with the dock. 

(2) Aviation Gasoline 

During tho period roported, AvGas was roplcnishod fif- 
toon (15) timos* A total of 1,190,633 gallons of AvGas and 4,935 gal- 
lons of AvLuboOil was used. 

On 2 November 1953 *11 but 5*500 gallons of AvGas woro 
transferred from each of the two sets of aif &er tanks to the forward 
tanks in anticipation of the following days flight operations. The 
total amount of fuel on board at this time was 67,050 gallons. The 
after set of tanks was closed off at the pumproom. 

On 3 November 1953 the forward system was used to re- 
fuel aircraft. A few aircraft were refueled aft by opening tho dis- 
tribution lines and pumping from the forward system. On this day, 
aircraft from tho last recovery were refueled until the port and star- 
board forward tanks contained 6,600 gallons and 5,600 gallons res- 
pectively, at which timo refueling was halted. Twonty (20) aircraft 
woro not refueled. Eight hundred (800 ) gallons were added to the 
after system during drain backs and a total of 23,050 gallons remained 






ifi the sys^Ut During .last refueling o^ratlon a constant chock 
for water was made at tho ship's fueling station filters in use. No 
water was detected. 

On A November 1953 a total of 179>364 gallons of AvGas 
was received from tJ»S»Si TGtoVANA (AO-64) in a period of 4 hours and 
5 ninutesk As £d#par6d to former replenishments, an unusual amount 
of saltwator wa&i l^c6iVed during the first hour. The second hour 
showod a doni&sfcily' decreasing saltwator content, while the third 
hour showod only slight traces of saltwator. During tho last hour 
no saltwator was present in tho samples taken. 

After replenishment, oach of the ship's filters was 
drained and checked with the system under prossuro for the presence 
of saltwator. As no appreciable amount of wator was found, tho re- 
maining aircraft, not .passed the previous day, wore then refueled, A 
subsequent inspection of the fuel tank sumps in tho twenty (20) air- 
craft refueled revealed that six (6) contained large amounts of salt- 
wator. An immediate inspection of every aircraft on tho ship deter-* 
mined that only the six (6) noted aircraft of thoso refueled after 
replenishment contained contaminated fuel. No aircraft gassed the 
previous day was affected. 

The aircraft containing contaminated fuel wore de-gassed 
and the ship's piping, filters, and hoses were thoroughly flushed out 
by pumping over the side, 

Tho pumping of contaminated gasoline under those cir- 
cumstances night bo attributed to ono or more of the following causes r 

(a) By receiving water from tho replenishing source 
during the first pumping stages which was possibly forced up through 
the riser plug valves into ' the fueling station risers, thus trapping 
s. column of gasoline and water in the service lines . 

(b) By receiving a shot of wator from tho replenishing 
source whon noaring completion of replenishment, thus trapping tho wator 
in tho drawoff tank, 

(c) By, or as a result of, onulsification in tho draw- 
off and Inner tanks, thon disponsing the water-gasoline emulsion whon 
tho system was placed in immediate operation, 

A further investigation to dotormino cause of contamina- 
tion is underway, howovor, it is boliovod that adherence to the below 
recommended procedures, in addition to those normally carried out, will 
eliminate similar contamination, and promulgation of them as standard 
practice is recommended. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1. Beforo each replenishment, pump up and bleed off 
all the inert gase and air from the systems. Stop pumping and hold 
pressure. Close all riser valves and fueling station valves to insure 
that all riser lines and filters are filled with gasoline. Upon com- 
pletion of replenishment the execution of a drain back will flush out 
sorvice linos. 

2. Aftor roplonishment socfuro system for as long a 
poriod as possible, if no onorgoncy for rcfuo ling aircraft oxists. 
Rocommend at least twelve (12) hours. 

3. Incroase tho initial poriod of pumping at re- 
duced pressure when receiving into tanks containing loss than 10,000 
gallons of AvGas. 

(3) Helicopter 

Two (2) major helicopter repairs, normally boyond tho 
scopo of shipboard maintenance, wore accomplished while tho ship was 
underway during tho ro porting poriod. 

In one instanco a damaged tail rotor assombly was changed 
on the fleet sparo holicoptor. Two (2) sots of blades wero installod,, 
howover, tracking difficulties nocossitatod oxchango of tho entiro ' 
assombly. Blado pitch was adjustod by tho "trial and error" method 
until tracking was within operating toloranco* 

During an extondod poriod of oporation, it became noc- 
ossary to change a main rotor head at tho regular 4#0 hour interval. 
Initial rigging was based on tho long and short rod settings of tho 
original head, and fine pitch adjustment was subsequently complotod to 
place tho blados in track. In spite of the unstablo shipboard plat- 
form, tho rotor hoad change and tracking was accomplished within tho 
span of a non-operating dayj honce no time was lost from rogular 
operations. 

E. Engineering 

(l) Main Propulsion Plant 

Tho main propulsion plant on this vossol has givon 
oxcollont performance, particularly whon tho relatively short amount 
of availability is taken into consideration. By tho middle of August, 
all boilers had exceeded 2000 steaming hours since mechanical cleaning^ 
but this condition was corrected at Yokosuka during tho upkoop period '\ 
in oarly Soptembor, During this same upkoop period, this vossol was 
drydoekod by SRF, Yokosuka for emergency ropairs to propollors. 



The only major engineering casualty during this poriod 
was a rupturod tube in. numbor six (6) boilor, which occurrod on U 
Novombor 1953. T&o exact cause and complete oxtont of danago to 
boilor arc, as yot^ unknown. Repairs aro pending arrival at San 
Francisco Naval Shipyard, whore thorough examination and repairs 
will bo effected. 

(2) Electrical Installation 

The electrical installations in this vessel havo con-* 
tinuod to function in an outstanding manner considering ago and typo 
of equipment. Tho automatic voltage regulation of tho 1250 K.W. ship's 
sorvico gonorators is rolativoly slow to respond to load fluctuations 
and oscillates radically boforo sottling out on final voltage sotting* 
With the hoavior "type aircraft requiring £000 psi hydraulic pump dis- 
charge prossuros, it has become nocossary to opcrato throo (3) gono- 
rators during flight operations. Maintenance roquironont is thoroby 
greatly incroasod and maintonanco availability is likowiso grontly 
roducod. 

(3) Training 

Continuous training of watch porsonnol in casualty 
control oxcrcisos has rosultod in a woll trained group, capablo of 
handling machinory and plant casual tios with a minimum loss of power 
and tirao. 

Severe shortages in cortain ratos, particularly IC and 
EM ratos, has placod this vessel in an undosirablc condition of road- 
inoss at times, but emphasized in-rato training programs aro holping 
to roliovo this situation. 

P. Medical 

Following is a statistical summary of Medical Department 
activities during tho poriod 28 July to 11 Novombcr 1953 inclusive: 



(1) Total admissions to tho sick list 370 

(a) Transferred to U.S. Naval Hospital 44 

(b) Dischargod to duty 327 

(c) Total numbor of sick days 900 

(2) Total treatments at sick call 7166 

(3) Total numbor proscriptions filled in 

tho Pharmacy 2389 



report. 
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(4) Vonoroal Disoaso Admissions 

(a) Urethritis, Ac., Duo to 
Gonococcus 

(b) Chancroid 

(c) Total Vonoroal Disoaso 
(Los N.G.C.) 

(d) Urothritis, Non-Gonococcal 



(5) Upper Rospiratory Disoaso Admissions 

(a) Common Cold 

(b) Pharyngitis 

(c) Sinusitis, Acute. 

(d) Tonsillitis, Acuta 
(o) Sop-tic Soro Throat 



Ratos per yoor por 
IOCK? stronrth 
*fo,Adn,. BQ3CER SWpp,|||jfc|^ 



72 


82.32 


137.8 


24 


27,4 


53.7 


97 


102.88 


193.2 


135 


153.6 


109.7 



7 
4 
1 
3 

2 



(6) Injuries roquiring admission to tho sick list 

(7) Adnissions from othor ships 

(a) Hepatitis, Infectious, with Jaundice 

(8) Other Procedures 

(a) Diathormy troatnents conductod 
(to) laboratory procedures 

(c) Surgical Operations 

Hornioplasty 
Appendectomy 
Circuncision 
Tonsillectomy 

Miscellaneous minor surgical procedures 

(d) Physical Examinations 

Standard Forms 88 

(including annual physical examinations) 
Miscellaneous Administrative 

Physical examinations 



23 
1 



372 

2020 

J 

4 
24 
6 
5 



163 
1324 



(9) Thero were no fatal injuries during tho period of this 



(10) Tho health of the crow was cxcollont during tho poriod 
of this ro porta 

ft. Navigation 

No unusual navigational difficulties wore experienced 
during this poriod while condicting operations in tho Sea of Japan 
and East China Sea. 

Celostial navigation was used almost oxclusivoly, 
however, loran reception stations 2H0, 2H1, 2H2, and 2H5 provided 
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rcliablo fixes &k> nigkii ftuo to geographical location of the oper- 
ating area* tfadar 1 fixes and recommendations wore received from Combat 
Information Cantor readily, 

Tho ship made upkeep and repair trips into Hong Kong, 
China and S-isobo and Yokosuka, Japan during this reporting period. No 
navigational difficulties were experienced, in general good visual 
navigational aids wore available for piloting. A pilot was used in 
Yokosuka and part of the time in Sasebo, No pilot was used in Hong 
Kong „ 

Part VII Sunacary of Recommendations 

lo a 9 « the ships.,, be provided with enough leeway.. to 
conduct such drills „.„ (page 17) 

2. ... BOXER concurs.,., need for AN/URb-U direction finder... 

(page 19) 

3. recommended that it (ADEX) be conducted , ... (page 19) 

4. ... comments concerning Hong Kong beef..,, (page 26) 

5» ••• recommending that the barricade rig be modified, . f (page 30} 

6, .,. Three recommendations concerning AvGas replenishment...' 

(page 32) 
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Cn6( advance) 

CINCPACFLT (advance ) 

CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 

CCMNAVFE(advance ) 

COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 

C CMS EVENT HFLT(advanco ) 

CTF-77(advanco) 

CCMAIRPAC ( advance ) 

CCMSERVPAC 

COMFAIRALAMEDA 

COMFAIR JAPAN 

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 

CO, FAIRBETUPAC 

COMFAIRHAWAII 

NLO, JOC, KOREA 

CO, USS ESSEX (CVA-9) 

CO, USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33) 

CO, USS ORISKANY (CVA-34) 

CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-4.7) 

CO, USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45) 

CO, USS TARAWA (CVA-40) 

CO, USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39) 

CO, USS WASP (CVA-18) 

CO, USS HORNET (CVA-12) 

CO, USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) 

CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 

CO, USS BATAAN (CVL-29) 

CO, USS BAIROKO (CVE-115) 

CO, USS BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116) 

CO, USS REND OVA (CVE-1U) 

CO, USS SICILY (CVE-118) 

CO, USS POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) 

COMCARDIV ONE 

COMCARDIV THREE 

COMCARDIV FIVE 

COMCARDIV FIFTEEN 

COMCARDIV SEVENTEEN 



ATG 
ATG 
CVG 
CVG 



CVG 4 



CVG 
CVG 



2 


CVG 9 


2, 


CVG 11 


1 


CVG 12 


1 


CVG U 


1 


CVG 15 


1 


CVG 17 


1 


CVG 19 


5 


VC 3 


1 


VC 11 


1 


VC 35 


1 


VC 61 


1 




2 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




5 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 




1 
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1 
1 
1 
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1 
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